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There’s something about a man in uniform… but there’s something about a woman in one, too. When Hallie
McCabe meets Philip Johnston at a picnic, she is drawn to his integrity. He is a gentleman—and an officer.
Aware of the code against fraternization between officers and enlisted, Hallie hides her Navy status, hopeful
she and her secret will stay hidden on their enormous aircraft carrier, at least until she can figure out a way
for them to sail off into the sunset together.

Caught in an emotional firestorm, Hallie faces a future without the man she loves, a career-shattering secret
from the past, and the burden of being the one person who can prevent a terrorist attack on the ship she has
sworn to protect with her life. Prepare to set sail for the Persian Gulf with a crew of 4,999 sailors and
officers—and one terrorist in search of his own kind of Paradise.

FORGIVE & FORGET is the first book in the Love in the Fleet series by Heather Ashby. Watch for the next
one, FORGET ME NOT, December 3, 2013.
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From Reader Review Forgive & Forget for online ebook

Kait Johnson says

If you love steamy romance with high stakes and plenty of humor added in, then Heather Ashby's first in the
Love in the Fleet series is for you. I truly enjoyed reading "Forgive and Forget" and highly recommend it.

Hallie McCabe is a smart, independent woman who happens to fall for the right guy at the wrong time. Philip
"Bill Gates" Johnston is honest, plays by the rules, and happens to be Hallie's superior in the Navy. A big
relationship no-no.

You'll wonder how Hallie manages to keep her identity secret and root for her as she deals with father issues.
Plus, who doesn't love a nerdy, but sexy, leading man?

S.L. Menear says

Heather Ashby's FORGIVE & FORGET is a romantic high seas adventure filled with steamy sex, heart-
pounding suspense, realism, and insider knowledge only a former sailor in the US Navy could have written.

Come aboard the nuclear-powered aircraft carrier USS Blanchard, batten down the hatches, and brace
yourself for a thrilling cruise to the Persian Gulf. Discover what it's like to live, love, and battle for your life
in a floating city with 4,499 horny men, 500 women, and one very determined terrorist.

I felt empathy for Hallie, fell in love with Philip, worried about the sailors, laughed, cried, felt way too hot at
times, and missed an entire night of sleep because I couldn't put down this masterfully written novel of
romantic suspense. Bravo, Heather! Full steam ahead!

Tom Mc Kenna says

Believably strong female protagonist.

T.H. Hernandez says

I'd give this a 3.8 out of 5 star rating. It started off strong, and built to a decent climax, but then it sort of fell
apart at the end.

Hallie meets a nice guy, who also happens to be super sexy, that she really connects with. She likes him and
wants it to be more than just a fling, until she finds out he serves on the same naval ship she does. A big no-
no. A great set-up for awesome romantic conflict. Even better, she doesn't tell him, conflict intensifies.
Throw in a terrorist on board who wants to take out the ship in epic fashion and what can go wrong?

Sadly, too much.



Hallie starts out beautifully flawed but by the end, she’s so over-the top holier-than-thou perfect that she
becomes completely unlikeable. I literally couldn't stand her by the time I hit the other side of the climax.

I feel this would have been a MUCH better book if it had ended about two chapters before it did and the
previous two chapters had been compressed into one.

Plot:
The plot was good. A strong three-act structure that builds to a great climax, although I felt it took too long
to get there, but the drawn out aftermath ruined it for me.

Characters:
With the exception of Hallie’s transformation into "St. Hallie the Perfect" at the end, the characters are
strong and believable. I particularly liked Skylark and Davis. I thought all of the supporting characters had
depth and I liked that there was even growth in some of the tertiary characters, particularly the ship’s
commander.

Bottom Line:
I’m on the fence on whether or not I'd recommend it. Usually, I recommend anything close to a four, which
this is, but because of some of the things I mentioned above, I can't give it a solid recommendation.

Ellen Hardin says

ANCHORS AWAY ---- ROUGH SEAS AHEAD

I was totally spellbound by this steamy - suspenseful naval romance by heather ashby --she obviously
researched what it is really like for women to live and serve on a naval carrier and the perils of
fraternization- and then weaves us a story where they are thrown together in dangerous circumstances -- so
here we go hallie is elisted navy - phillip is an officer- they meet and sparks ignite-- hallie does not tell phil
she is a sailor and what starts as a fun sailing date over the months becomes true love--- when they are both
berthed on the same ship and circumstances force hallie to reveal to phil her secret- he does not take it well-
this is a relationship that can end his career and he has a hard time dealing with her abitlity to have omitted
telling him the truth -- eventually they decide that although they are in love- their relationship will be in
limbo until hallie naval enlistment expires-- easier said then done- on the few occasions they met alone they
can't keep their hands off each other-- --- now what keeps the book rolling along was the introduction of gina
and sky who know about their forbidden love --and the terrorist who is on the aircraft carrier with them-- i
loved the fact that our hero was a beta - with a little alpha thrown in -- and that hallie was very feisty lady --
all the characters were well developed with their own personalities - quirks and flaws- in short i found this to
be a sexy, romantic heart pounding read. so if you like romance with military action i believe you will like
this-- since i could almost smell the gunpowder- hear the explosions feel the sea under my feet gently rolling
- i decided if i was that drawn into a tale i should buy the rest of the books which i did --- one more thing i
love ----------(this author donates half her royalties to benefit Wounded Warriors and their families through
Fisher House Foundation.)

LynDee says



Y'all, I have three small children. Sleep is a precious commodity in this house. I say that so you'll understand
just how big a deal it is when I tell you that I started Ashby's debut at bedtime last night, thinking "I'll read a
chapter before I fall asleep." At 3:41 I looked at the clock and went, "Wow, I should go to sleep now." At 5
a.m. I put the book down, having finished it, and fell asleep thinking about Philip.

This is seriously one of the top five romance novels I've ever read, and I've read too many to count. Ashby
writes about the Navy with a veteran's insider knowledge, but more than that, she made her characters real. I
cared about Hallie and Philip, and I couldn't put the book down until I knew how things turned out for them.

LOVED it. A dashing hero, a likable heroine, and a set of dangerous circumstances with tension that
ratcheted up expertly throughout the story. This romance has its fair share of steam, too, and it is equally
well done. The love scenes add to the story and are REALLY well-written. Not a word out of place.

Brava, Ms. Ashby! I can't wait for the next Love In the Fleet novel. I'll be sure to start it in the morning,
though.

I'm off to get more coffee. You should be clicking to buy this book. Really, I'll go ahead and say "you're
welcome."

Kathleen Roth says

Debut author Heather Ashby's Forgive and Forget came as a pleasant surprise for me. I don't usually read
military romances because of the macho-alpha male-Navy Seal-hero who doesn't particularly crank my
engine, but this story is a must if you like snappy, laugh-out-loud dialogue, a story that takes unexpected
twists and turns, and you don't mind shedding a few tears at the end. Hallie McCabe, an enlisted petty
officer, and Lieutenant Philip Johnston, a graduate of the Naval Academy, fall into a forbidden love affair
that could end officer Johnston's career. When they head for the Persian Gulf aboard the same ship, as if their
impossible situation isn't enough, little do they know there is a terrorist lurking below deck just waiting to
cause unfathomable damage to their nuclear-powered vessel.
Ashby manages to nail not only the male and female dialogues--a tricky business--once she has you aboard
ship, you'll feel as though you're a part of those 5,000 aboard. According to her bio, Ashby herself is a Navy
veteran, and it shows in her writing. Not only does she know her stuff, she tells it with panache. Even
describing a helicopter becomes poetic: "Like a well-orchestrated dance of dragonflies, one by one, five gray
Seahawk helicopters passed left to right just aft of the stern, then turned and flew up the port side..." Deftly,
Ms. Ashby maneuvers the reader through life aboard ship, gives us an inside look at brusque commanders, at
hotshot pilots and the machines they operate, yet all the while keeps us turning pages as we wonder how the
devil an enlisted petty officer and a lieutenant can possibly resolve their forbidden love and find a future
together. As in most romance novels, a happy ever after ending is required, but no way are you going to
guess the twists and turns this story takes, and how the author manages to pull everything together at the end.
Oh, and that terrorist? He'll have you guessing, too. Brava, Ms. Ashby, can't wait for the sequel!

Sheri says

4.5 fabulous stars! This story has wonderful characters, a timely suspense plot, and takes you aboard an
aircraft carrier! I loved the Navy theme and setting. I can't talk about the best moments without giving away



favorite parts of the book. I'll just say, there was a lot to like in this book. A lot. Kudos to Heather Ashby. I
can't wait to read the next one!

John Hanley says

LOVE AT FIRST SIGHT

I loved this novel from the very first lines, through the turmoil of the beautifully drawn forbidden
relationship between Hallie from below decks and Philip (Mr Integrity) travelling first class on the cruise, to
the nail biting climax.

Only this vessel wasn't the titanic heading for an iceberg but one of the US Navy's most powerful aircraft
carriers in danger of being destroyed from within. This is a cleverly plotted and extremely well written story
which is strengthened immeasurably by the inside knowledge of naval regulations from Heather Ashby's
own service experience.

I need a novel to grip me and inform me in equal measures but this one added the extra elements of
entrancement and a powerful feel good factor.

I did read most of this at 38,000 feet whilst flying from the UK to the Canary Islands off the coast of North
Africa so the dizzy heights and cabin pressure might have contributed to what is by far the most engaging
novel I have encountered for some time.

I've just downloaded the sequel, Forget Me Not, and though I will have to read this one at sea level I'm
hoping that it will have the same almost mesmerising effect.

Susan says

Very good book. I wasn't too sure at the beginning as I didn't like the secret Hallie was keeping, but I quickly
got engrossed. Hallie and Phillip met at a picnic and were immediately drawn to each other. Hallie is an
enlisted sailor on the same ship where Phillip is an officer. She knows the rules against fraternization, but she
keeps quiet.

I loved the development of their relationship. Phillip is an engineer, a bit geeky, but sweet and honest and a
gentleman. Hallie is smart, independent, and works in the public affairs office of the ship. She is studying
journalism at the university. The connection between them is strong. I loved how they were able to talk about
real things, not just the usual small talk. Phillip is convinced right away that she is The One for him. Hallie is
equally hooked on him, but her secret is haunting her. She knows that if she tells him that she's enlisted he'll
break things off right away. I loved seeing them get to know each other.

Hallie has some issues that also affect her relationship. She does everything she can to avoid meeting any of
Phillip's friends. Besides not wanting to see anyone that could give away her secret, she also has a thing
about pilots, some of whom are his friends. I loved seeing her share her reasons for her dislike with Phillip,
and his understanding and support of her. There's an interesting twist involving those reasons later in the



book, and Phillip's protective nature really comes out.

When it's time for the ship to leave, Hallie knows she has to come clean. I really started to feel for her
because she was so in love with him. I ached for Phillip too, when he found out, as it made him feel betrayed
by her. I loved seeing Hallie give him the time he needed to deal with the news. One thing I loved about this
book was that they were realistic about what the rules meant, and they worked hard to follow them. I loved
the scenes with Trixie being the unwitting go between, who keeps Phillip and Hallie informed on each
other's lives. I liked the solution they came up with to be able to continue their relationship within the spirit
of the rules.

Throughout the book there is also an underlying sense of danger. There is a disgruntled sailor who has turned
terrorist and has plans that will endanger the entire ship. His thoughts and feelings are well documented and
the intensity increases as the book progresses. The final confrontation with him is scary in how easily it
could really happen. I loved Hallie's ability to think in a crisis and the way she held it together to save the
day.

But the excitement isn't over, as Hallie has a personal crisis to deal with. She gets major help from a
surprising source. There's also a fun scene on a helicopter dealing with a hot mic and Phillip's best friend,
Sky. I also loved the meeting between Hallie and Phillip's parents.

I enjoyed the look at life on an aircraft carrier, from the point of view of ordinary military members. I love
special forces heroes, but now and then it's great to see other things. It was fun hearing about Phillip's issues
with the ship's plumbing. There was also a realistic look at what female sailors have to deal with.

Diane Vallere says

I loved this book! Reminded me of something from a Nora Roberts trilogy: a sexy romance where I cheered
for the main characters the whole way, but with a fantastic set of secondary characters who I hope to get to
know better in future books. Hallie McCabe is a strong character, the perfect match for Philip Johnson. I
loved the constant push-pull-push-pull of their dynamic. This book is both steamy and smart. It has family
secrets, plotting terrorists, and military men in (and out of!) uniform. And forget candlelight dinners...after
reading this you'll want your next romantic outing to be on a boat!

Laurie Green says

What so completely absorbed me once I started reading this book was the feel of utter authenticity. The
rules, the regs, the smell of jet fuel, the roar of the engines, the close quarters, conflicts and camaraderie of
military life.

I can appreciate the heroine's situation. She's fallen for a man she knows she shouldn't be with, and she's
bending the rules to the point of catastrophic failure--and risking his trust in the process--because she knows
as soon as she tells him the truth, it's over. But she will tell him the truth, even if it costs her everything. It's
just that her timing on that big reveal goes completely awry...

I imagine some readers will have issues with her honesty, and admittedly, I did at times, too, thinking,



"OMG, girl, just tell him!" At the same time I could completely relate to her sentiments and easily walk in
her shoes. This is the man of her dreams and she doesn't want to see her relationship go up in smoke. Who
would? Hallie is likable, relatable, and an endearing combination of timid heart and tough-as-steel mind.

The hero, Philip, is a man of integrity, a true gentleman and someone I admired as a "good guy." He's a a
working hero, not some commanding officer with lots of shiny brass and top-dog swagger, but an honest-to-
goodness Navy man doing a real job in the bowels of his massive ship. Even so, this shoulder-to-the-
grindstone, squeaky clean, BCG-wearing sailor has an alpha side that often surprised and delighted me. I
LUV me an unpredictable hero.

The story also does a remarkable job of getting inside the head of the villain, and showing some of the
culture and traditions he has more-or-less adopted (less, actually). Though I can't respect him or his warped
values, I can understand why he turned. He's tragic, twisted and deeply disturbed, but he's no cartoon villain.

This story carries some big surprises and killer twists, but one happy surprise for me came in the form of a
secondary character that at first annoyed and then absolutely dazzled me. You know things will be okay
when this guy takes charge. And best of all? The next book is about him!

Catherine Rull says

I really enjoyed this book. I loved Heather Ashby's ability to get in her characters' heads and narrate using
their different voices and points of view. I'm not a typical romance reader so I really liked that Ashby is able
to bridge the gap between military terms and her civilian readers--I was able to live vicariously through the
characters and learn a lot about life in the Navy on board a warship! My favourite character is the antagonist,
who is portrayed so vividly and empathetically that, scarily, he could be someone we know. The heat level of
the book is about 3.5 out of 5, but Hallie and Phillip's sexy moments are in context, and enjoyable for both
them and the reader.

Nadia says

The waves are choppy and its rough sailing for Hallie and Philip. I absolutely loved this book. I think Hallie
is an admirable and relatable heroin, and Philip is the Navy man of every girl's dream. Heather does a
remarkable job weaving their story together into one helluva romance novel; she's a natural. This isn't a book
you want to start at night, otherwise you won't get any sleep. I can't wait for the sequel. Philip's best friend
Sky was hilarious throughout FORGIVE AND FORGET and I'm looking forward to reading his story in
FORGET ME NOT. December can't get here soon enough!


