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But when Kate' s werewolf friend Derek is discovered nearly dead, she must confront her greatest challenge
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forever alter the face of Atlanta's shapeshifting community...
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From Reader Review Magic Strikesfor online ebook

Jilly says

If you haven't read this series yet, you need to at least read the first three. The first two books were good, but
thisoneis magic! :)

Originally read in February of 2015. Rereading with the Ilona Andrews Addicts group.
Here'smy original review:

Best one yet in the series! Have | mentioned how much | love Kate Daniels? Oh yeah, | guess| have, just in
every other review of these books. Sheis so funny and sarcastic. | find myself chuckling while reading.

" What kind of shapeshifter has orange fur anyway?"
"Weredingo."
Now I'd seen everything. Well, at least he didn't steal my baby.

I gave him a smile. | was aiming for sweet, but he turned a shade paler and scooted a bit farther from me.
Note to self: work more on sweet and less on psycho-killer.

In this book, we get to experience the "Midnight Games', which remind me of some of the video games that
my sons play , like League of Legends or TF2. They have gladiator-style fights in an arena one-on-one, but
then there is a competition for team fighting for a big prize. Each team has seven members, and each member
hasto play acertain role. There is the Stone, the Swordsmaster, the Shield, the Shiv, the Spell, the Stratego,
and the Sling. Thereisalot of fighting and action, but with the usual humor mixed in.

It isalso fun to watch Curran and Kate get closer. | like how there is no insta-love in these books at al. Asa
matter of fact, come on, already!! Sheesh!

Curran looked back at me. " Why isit you always attract creeps?"
"You tell me." Ha! Walked right into that one, yes, he did.

Helen 2.0 says

Holy mother of cliffhangers, | hate it when they do that!!
Okay, you got me. | totally adore llona Andrews and wouldn't fault them for athing.

Part of aKate Daniels full BR with the IAA, Magic Strikesisthe best KD novel yet. Seriously, better than



book 2 and WAY better than book 1. There is so much Curran in this book and it is afeast for the mind and
soul. There's enough humor to fill the pages just based on Kate' s reaction to his name.

" S0, how are things with you and Curran?”

There weretimesin life when | wished for supreme mental powers. Like telekinesis. Mostly, |
wanted them to crush my opponents. But right now | wanted them so | could pull the chair out
from under Andrea and maker her fall on her butt.

| settled for spitting three times over my left shoulder.

There is also plenty of focus on Julie, Derek, Jim, and the ever-mysterious Roland, but those palein
comparison to the devel oping shitshow between Kate and Curran. She inadvertently let Curran wedge his
foot in the door in Magic Burns when she ate food Curran offered her, which apparently is code for “You're
the big strong lion-man 1’ ve chosen to protect me and rock my world” in Curran-speak. Hilarity ensues
as Kate continues to fend off his advances and fails spectacularly. | cannot wait to see where this goes.

Magic Mourns is next on my tbr, hope it measures up.

Robin (Bridge Four) says

Yes|'m reading the Kate Daniels Series AGAIN and guess what | loveit alittle more every time. 3rd read
and thisis still my favorite of the series. So many great moments. This book gets ALL THE STARS

Kate Daniels Buddy Read/Reread May 25 with the gang at Ilona Andrews Addicts (IAA)

Revised Fangirl Review upon the Re-read of the series before Magic Breaksis Released.

Magic Strikes has Gladiator style fighting with MAGIC so it is even better, sexual tension so thick you can
cut it with aknife, flying palacesin a separate realm and a murder mystery as good as any crime novel.

| loved it even more the second time around. All the quips, the intense and extremely entertaining battles, the
budding relationship between Raphael and Andrea, the extreme sexual tension, Curran staking his claim on
the ever reluctant Kate:

“ Also, when he opened the door to leave, Curran told him very casually that if Jimwanted to pick fights with
his future mate, he was welcome to do so, but he should keep in mind that Curran wouldn’t come and rescue
him when you beat his ass. You should have seen Jim's face.”

“Hiswhat?”

“His mate, M-A-T-E.”

| cursed.

Andrea grinned. “ | thought that would make your day. And now you' re stuck with himin here for three days



and you get to fight together in the Arena. It's so romantic. Like a honeymoon.”

There are so many great momentsin this, | loved so many characters. Saiman is slightly creepy with agod
complex but turns out heis a quarter God so it is deserved. The shapeshifter equivalent to the Scooby-Doo
gang, who pulls together to help Derrek, who has gotten in over his head in attempt to save a pretty girl.
Kate's background and her well-earned daddy issues come moreto light in thisas well as her reluctance to
form attachments. Curran always a favorite proves just how far heiswilling to go to save the woman he has
decided is his.

" Have you ever seen a lion hunt a herd?”

“No.”

“ They are very single-minded. When a loin stalks a herd, he sneaksin close, lies down, and surveys them to
choose his victim. He takes his time. The deer or buffalo have no idea he’ s near. He finds his prey and then
explodes from his hiding place and grabsit. Even if another, perfectly serviceable animal ends up within

hisreach, heisn’t going to alter his course. He has chosen, and he would rather go hungry than change

hismind.”

Kate | don't think you stand a chance. So much better the second time through and | loved every heart-
thumping moment of it.

Initial Review 9/25/13

Kate Daniels once mercenary and now a semi-member of aMagical Order of Knights never seemsto have
small problems. She aways hasif you don’t succeed the world is all doomed problems. This book isno
different there are some things that don’t seem all together human and anillegal fight ring going onin
Atlanta. Derek isin trouble too and won't tell Kate what is going on and Jim is hiding things from Curran as
well.

“Just reflecting on the fact that when the Universe punches you in the teeth, it never just lets you fall
down. It kicksyou in theribs a couple of times and dumps mud on your head.”

It also seems that Kate has caught the eye of The Beast Lord who may be trying to court her using afew
unusua methods involving food and a little breaking and entering. The tension between them isinsane and |
eat up every moment they are on the page together. | struggle between wanting them to get together and
wanting to drag that moment out alittle longer.

“Go play your gameswith Jim. I'll find you both when | need you."

Arrogant asshole. " | tell you what, if you find us before those three days run out, I'll cook you a damn
dinner and serveit to you naked."

"lsthat a promise?"

"Yes....."

Thereisthe introduction of afew new characters Dali being one of my favorite new additions. Sheisa
vegetarian Were-tiger that hel ps the team in the gladiator pit in an interesting and unusual way.

“| do shodo magic,” Dali said. “I cursethrough calligraphy. | have to write the curse out on a piece of



paper and | can’t move while | doit. One smudge, and | might kill the lot of us.”

Oh good.

“But don’t worry.” Dali waved her arms. “1t's so precise, it usually doesn’t work at all.”
Better and better.

Magic Biteswas just ok, | liked Magic Burns more but | absolutely loved Magic Strikes. The story arc of the
murder mystery, theillegal fighting pit, some more backstory into Kate' s upbringing, Saimion and all his
weirdness and the building relationship of Kate and Curran kept me on the edge of my seat. | could not put
this book down | literally finished it at 3 am and got up at 6 am to go to work

Well done afantastic addition to the series and the strongest book so far. The first two books are well worth
reading to get to this one. And again the last few pages be still my beating heart. It made me want to jump
into the next book as soon as humanly possible.

Navessa says

I promised myself that | would review this book after finishing it the second time around. | took expansive
notes, | copied my favorite quotes down in preparation and | even went so far asto try to start writing a
review while still reading. | made several attempts actually. The first was a gushing |etter to the author. The
second was a serious breakdown of the story and characters that just felt all wrong and the third was a half
drunken, rambling poem modeled after “ There once was a man from Nantucket”. What? | was on vacation.

I'd say it’'s pretty obvious that all attempts failed miserably. Y ou know what that means?

I LOVE thisfrigging book!

| LOVE the murder mystery

| LOVE Curran’s purstit of Kate

| LOVE Kate's badassery

| LOVE their non-stop taunting of each other



| LOVE the gladiator style battles

And | even LOVE Saiman’s creep factor.

Melissa (Ever So Mela) says

3.75
Well thank God everyone wasright!
While the first two were intriguing, this one blew them out of the water.

Where they sluggishly built up to a semblance of a plot, this one made it clear from the start.

Where they were slow with more descriptions than action, this one was a non-stop Rambo movie-with better
CGl.

Where they had characters and, at times, scenes that just didn't make sense, this one read with perfect clarity
leading us down avery dangerous rabbit hole.

Again | say cause you might have missed it the first time:

Magic Strikes blew the previoustwo out of the water

From the characters, to the plot, to the world, to the freaking sexual tension-that is driving me insane, if you
must know-it'sjust...

Thereareno words.

Every single person who said | would enjoy this and motivated me to keep going...
| send you hugs!

| send you kisses!

| send you fangirling!

I'd send you money but I'm one hell on a cheapstake #sorrynotsorry

Back to the point...

From beginning to end this book whisks you into one hell of a bumpy ride, delving deeper into the lives of
these characters, from the Lord King to the determined warrior, from the chief security to the boy wonder,
from the lost girl to the one who's found herself. We see sides that weren't there before, we see meaning
behind the words never spoken, and we start to comprehend every action that's been taken.



| don't even know what to say...I'm just excited as heck to see what's to come.
Am| right or am | right?

Shannon says

Alright, alright. I am now fully entrenched in the "l Love the Kate Daniels Series’ camp. M agic Biteswas
ok, Magic Burnswas better, and Magic Strikes had me grinning from ear to ear at the last page. I'm
desperate now to read the next one to see what happens with Kate and Curran. The tension they've built up is
absolutely delicious. THIS is how you create arelationship in a series. | hate authors that think throwing the
two characters into bed with each other right away is either realistic, plausible, or sexy. Most of the time it
makes me roll my eyes. | think the first Mona Lisa book by Sunny had the two main characters jump each
others bones within the first 10 pages. Ridiculous and unsatisfying, and it made me think less of her
characters and the author for creating it. (I only mention Sunny because | just finished a book by her, trying
to giver her a second chance. My advice: don't bother.)

Anyway, getting back to Magic Strikes.

At the start, Kate is extremely tired and overworked. After one too many jobs she gets a call that a
shapeshifter has been murdered. She goes to investigate, already exhausted and craving her bed and some
pie sheleft in the fridge, and finds a bunch of shapeshifters at the scene combing for evidence. Before she
can even get close though, a shifter walks up to her and tells her they have it under control. And then Jim,
Curran's chief of security aswell as her friend and fellow mercenary, drops from the shadows and tells her
to leave. Hewon't et her see the body and he doesn't want her help or interference. She leaves, although the
situation nags at her. And rightly so, since the creatures that killed the shifter come after her and her friends,
and threaten the shifter community like none have done before.

| loved the back stories we were treated to in this one. Finally we learn more about Jim, Derek, Curran,
Roland, and Kate and I'm hungry to learn more. The character s are getting fleshed out and the story is
getting more complex without being overwhelming. Andrews sticks to a select few of Kate's friends and
acquaintances and really develops them and all | want to do is read more and more. This was the type of
book where you're almost at the end and you're hoping 20 more pages will magically appear because you
don't want it to stop.

Kate has more than just grown on me at this point too; 1've got a full blown girl-crush on her now. She's
strong, funny, caring, snarky, and just a complete badass. | can't wait to read more of her adventures.

| aso like Curran more now since he's slowly progressed from the snarling caveman (cavelion?) from the
first book. He's still decidedly aphaand scary, but not to the point where I'm afraid for Kate to be around
him. He loves her and cares for her and he's sexy as hell. | honestly couldn't stop smiling after | read the last
page and even after | closed the book | had a stupid grin on my face.

Thiswas afantastic book and May can't come soon enough. |lona Andrews's books have moved on to my
list of automatic buys and if you liked this one as much as | did, check out On the Edge, which was written
after. It'sacompletely different series but the quality of Magic Strikesis also apparent in On the Edge as
well.



Check out my reviews of books two and four in this series: Magic Burns and Magic Bleeds.

? Sh3lly - Grumpy Name-Changing Wanderer ? says

First Read: October 2014 OO OO0
Second Read: May 2015 00000

Still just as amazing as the first time! New thoughts: | love how loyal Kate is and how much she cares for her
friends. It's fun to see her drawn more and more to Curran. Curran is one of the sexiest shiftersin UF. | don't

usually care for shifters as much as other paranormal creatures, but I A writes them well.

I LOVE Saiman in this. We get to meet Hugh (another personal favorite). The mythology is absolutely
amazing in this and so much happens along personal levels with various characters.

Buddy Re-read at Ilona Andrews Addicts (IAA).

Y A SSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSS.

Original review:

All right, thisis no time for subtlety.

Ohyes, llona Andrews.

This book was the shizz. | don't even have anything to say except Kate, Curran, and crew were total, fierce
bad-asses in afreaking gladiator style arenafilled with mythological creatures. Even Saiman blew my mind
in this one.

| can't believe | waited so long to read this. Kate Danielsis one of the best all-time female heroines in urban
fantasy. Thisis one of my favorites, ever.

[0 Sarah OO (former Nefarious Breeder of Murderous Crustaceans) says

First reread January 2015



Original rating: 5
New rating: 10

??? Post-Shift Productions proudly present ???
Just Another Day in the Life of Kate Daniels

?28.00 a.m.: roll out of bed after getting 2 hours of sleep. Readlize you're hungry. Open the fridge to get some
of that |eftover apple pie. The plateis empty. Strange.

?8.30 a.m.: rescue your teenage werewolf sidekick from Saiman. Watch Saiman change form and throw up
in your mouth alittle.

?9.00 a.m.: find out His Furriness became Beast Lord at the tender age of 15 after chopping Andorf's head
off. Thisisgoing to be along day.

?9.30 a.m.: your best friend tells you she doesn't want to be Raphael's TWT-IHFB. Oh boy.

?10.00 a.m.: have a conversation with His Fussiness about kissing his ass.

?10.30 a.m.: hand Saiman a needle so he can pop hishead with it. It's obscuring your view of the room.
?11.00 a.m.: listen to Jim telling you about awer edingo. Consider yourself lucky he didn't steal your baby.
?11.30 a.m.: try to smile. Aim for sweet. End up looking like a psycho-killer.

?12.00 a.m.: listen to alecture about the different shapeshifter courtship customs. Aunt B. A cat on the
ceiling. A fan. Mist. That's boudasfor you.

?12.30 am.: go sightseeing with Jim. Visit ajungle and a flying palace. Play with the locals. Chop a few
arms off. Things are looking up.

?1.00 p.m.: tell His Furriness he's a deadly psychopath with agod complex. Then tell him you're having
rough sex with Jim. Bad idea.

?1.30 p.m.: temporary insanity. Oh. My. God. The Universe just exploded.

?2.00 p.m.: explain to your furry friends why you want Cesare's head. Then proceed to explain how you
plan to resurrect it and makeit reliveits death over and over again. Did you just say al that out loud?
Yep. You did.

?2.30 p.m.: the Beast Lord asks you why you always attract creeps. Hal He walked right into that one,
yes, he did.

?3.00 p.m.: Andreasays M-A-T-E. You curse. Then consider strangling her alittle.

?3.30 p.m.: fight in the arena. Jim tells you to be sloppy. You try.

?4.00 p.m.: have a conversation about sausages with your furry friends. Die, die, die, die.

?4.30 p.m.: Raphael hands you afanin case you get hot. Curran doesn't think you need it. Thiscat's such a
bore.

?5.00 p.m.: remember the good old days with daddy Voron back when you were thirteen. Sightseeing in
South America. Visiting arenas. Slaughtering things a bit.

?5.30 p.m.: another fight in the arena. Blade-sprouting silver golem O Troll (akathe overgrown log) [
Ancient vampire O Enjoy seeing them die O Thisis so much fun.



?6.00 p.m.: take arelaxing bath in ahot tub. Try to pretend the Beast Lord isn't in there with you. Oh.
My. Gaod. The Universe just exploded again.

?6.30 p.m.: yet another fight in the arena. Oh, look, it'sthe Scarlet Star. "Hessaad." Mine. "Ud." Die.
Sorry daddy, | think | just broke your sword.

?7.00 p.m.: Ohlook, it's the flying palace again. Feeling suddenly very tired. It's been along day.

?7.30 p.m.: Lose alittle blood. Cut a head off. Feel much better.

?8.00 p.m.: find out cats are suicidal morons. Who would have thought?

?8.30 p.m.: try telling the people in your head to shut up. It doesn't work. Oh look, a cat.

?9.00 p.m.: go home. Find someone in your kitchen. Wait. What?

?9.30 p.m.: read a note reminding you of an upcoming dinner. You're allowed to wear a bra and panties.
Oh boy.

*kkkkkkkkx

Original review (June 2014):

How much better can thisseries get!? I'm seriously being blown away by every new instalment here. KD
= pure awesomeness. Fabulous, exciting, memorable, astounding, staggering, wonderful, impressive,
breathtaking, and nothing short of downright amazing.

Ever went on aroller coaster ride? Take that feeling, multiply it by 10 and you might get an idea of what
thisbook islike. There is so much to take here that my heart must have stopped beating quite afew times as
| was reading devouring Magic Strikes. The world building blew me away (again). It's even richer and more
complex than in previous instalments. | didn’t think it was possible but yes, the Andrews got even better at
it! This seriesis probably the better-crafted | have ever read. We had to wait for the third book in the series
to find out about Kate's blood and why sheis so special but it was handled very well by the authors.
Situations and characters take time to evolve and devel op within the series but it doesn’t feel forced as al
things are revealed in due time. Thereis till alot to figure out about Kate though which leaves room for
much more development in instalments to come.

| think what | like most about this seriesisthat it is so well-balanced. The action and battle scenesare
mind-blowing (and that’s saying alot since | usually hate battle scenes), there is emotion, lots of humour,
mystery, mythology... Everything really!

Oh and the characters! Kate & Curran are just great (I love that the romance part of the book isonly a
subplot so far and not taking over the whole series), the Derek situation is (view spoiler), Saiman is atotal
creep but | love him, Julie & Dali are both welcome additions to the cast of characters, | love Andrea, | love
Raphael... Asl said inapreviousreview | think | just love everything single character in this series, even the
evil ones!

What else? The quotes! The quotes! Sorry, | can't resist it.



Seven pairs of glowing eyes stared at me: four green, three yellow. Judging by the glow, the
shapeshifter crew hovered on the verge of going furry. One of their own was dead and they
were out for blood. | kept my tone light. “Y ou fellows ever thought of hiring out as a Christmas
lights crew? Y ou’ d make afortune.”

A shadow crossed Andrea s face. “1 don't want to be his TWT-IHFB” “What does that mean?’
“That Weird Thing | Haven't Fucked Before.” | choked on a bite of gyro.

“His Mgjesty needs acan-| girl anyway. And I’'mnot it.” “A can-1 girl?" Andreafrowned. |
leaned back. “Can | fetch you your food, Y our Majesty? Can | tell you how strong and mighty
you are, Your Majesty? Can | pick out your fleas, Your Mgesty? Can | kissyour ass, Your
Majesty? Can|...” It dawned on me that Raphael was sitting very still. Frozen, like a statue, his
gaze fixed on the point above my head. “He's standing behind me, isn't he?’ Andrea nodded
sowly. “Technically it should be “may I,” Curran said, his voice deeper than | remembered.
“Since you're asking permission.” Why me? “To answer your question, yes, you may kiss my
ass. Normally | prefer to maintain my personal space, but you' re a Friend of the Pack and your
services have proven useful once or twice. | strive to accommodate the wishes of persons
friendly to my people. My only question is, would your kissing my ass be obeisance, grooming,
or foreplay?”’

Saiman sighed. “At the risk of sounding crude, wooing you is like playing basketball with a
porcupine. No compliment goes unpunished.”

| gave him asmile. | was aiming for sweet, but he turned a shade paler and scooted a bit farther
from me. Note to self: work more on sweet and less on psycho-killer.

Curran looked back at me. “Why isit you always attract creeps?”’
“Youtell me.” Hal Walked right into that one, yes, he did.

As he passed me, he leaned to Curran and handed him a paper fan folded from some sort of
flyer.

Curran looked at the fan. “What?’

“An emergency precaution, Your Majesty. In case the lady faints.”

Curran just stared at him.

Raphael strode toward the Pit, turned, flexed a bit, and winked at me.

“Give methat,” | told Curran. “I need to fan myself.”

“No, you don’t.”

Get methe next instalment! Quick!

* Book 1: Magic BitesOO OO0

e Book 2: Magic Burns 00000

* Book 4: Magic Bleeds O OO OO

* Book 5: Magic Slays 0O 00O0O

* Book 6: Magic RisesOOOO0O

* Book 7: Magic Breaks 00000

* Book 8: Magic ShiftsOO OO0

* Book 9: Magic Binds 0000

* Book 10: Magic Triumphs OO0



Tadiana OONight Owl? says

All the stars! | enjoyed the first two books in this Kate Daniels series, but Magic Strikes reached new levels
of fun and games (of the gladiator death match variety) and just sheer awesomeness.

Kate Daniels and her werewolf, werehyena, and other shapeshifter friends get mixed up with some shady
goings-on in connection with the Midnight Games, an underground organization that puts on illegal, to-the-
death cage fights of the magical variety. Kate's young werewolf friend Derek decidesto get involved in
rescuing alovely young woman from a particularly vicious group. Saiman has a stake in the Midnight
Games, but events get personal for him aswell.

Meanwhile, Julie, Kate's teenage friend/mentee/adoptive daughter, is having trouble adjusting in school, so
Kate decides some impressing of Julie's schoolmates in order, which results in one of the most delightful
scenes in the book. | reread that scene probably four times. Curran, with his Beast Lord magnificence, is
dowly closing in on Kate. (I hypothetically might have read a certain hot tub scene three or four times as
well.) | also LOVE alegal throwdown Kate does when Jim, the Pack's chief of security, triesto stonewall
her.

"James Damael Shrapshire, in your capacity as the Pack's chief security officer, you have
permitted Pack members under your command to deliberately injure an employee of the Order.
At least threeindividuals involved in the assault word the shapeshifter warrior form. Under the
Georgia code, a shapeshifter in awarrior form is equivalent to being armed with a deadly
weapon. Therefore, your actions fall under O.C.G.A. Section 16-5-21(c), aggravated assault on
a peace officer engaged in the performance of her duties, which is punishable by mandatory
imprisonment of no less than five and no more than twenty years. A formal complaint will be
filed with the Order within twenty-four hours. | advise you to seek the assistance of counsel.”

Jim stared at me. The hardness drained from his eyes, and in their depths | saw astonishment.

Legal prowess FTW!

Characters make mistakes, but they're not idiotic mistakes where you want to dlap them upside the head
and/or hurl the book against the wall. Magic Strikes weaves in another culture's mythology again, Hindu in
this case (who knew about Rakshasas and vimanas before reading this book? Not I). And we start getting
some real answers to some of the mysteries about Kate's background and parents that 1've wondered about
since early in book #1. Total win!

I was originally thinking 4 stars for this book, but then | realized a couple of things. First, | keep going back
to the book to reread my favorite scenes. Also, | decided it's not fair to compare this book to Pride and
Prejudice or other classic or literary masterpieces. Thisis urban fantasy. It's meant to be smart (and
smartass), enjoyable, fantastical, and sexy. Magic Srikesisall of these things, and | really can't think of a
better book in this particular genre. If we're comparing apples to apples, thisis like the best UF apple ever.

Art credit: http://strikerv2.deviantart.comvart/F...




Jessica [l [ Silverbow [0 [0 Rabid Reads-no-mor e says

Did you guys watch American Gladiators when you were kids? | just looked it up on IMDB, and the show's
first run was from 1989-1997.<-----eight yearsisaLONG time.

Long enough for most of you to have watched it at some point during your childhood. B/c really? What's
better than ridiculously muscled men (and women) in red, white, and blue spandex with names like Nitro and
Laser . ..and MALIBU (Oh yeaaah):

GAWD, | love the 80's.

And Malibu could totally be Curran in the middle of the magic flare. | mean, look at that hair. (Don't worry,
Curran isn't some gym rat with 80's hair. The magic flare just made it grow REALLY fast. ASsoon asit was
over he hacked it al off, | promise.)

The point isthat b/c of my glorious upbringing, I'm predisposed to like anything gladiator related. | could lie

and say that | loveit b/c of my extensive studies of western civilization, but really it's b/c of this:

And this;

#sorrynotsorry

Right. So, Kate's having the longest day ever, and is just about ready to finally go home when Maxine asks
her to look into areport of a Pack death. But when she getsto the site, imisall, "l got this," so Kate goes
home.

To her pie. (<-----Ehehehehe)

And amost immediately gets acall from Saiman.

Derek broke into his apartment, you see, and would Kate care to come and get him, or should Saiman contact
the police to handle it instead?

Of course Kate goes to get Derek, but she has to agree to accompany Saiman to the MIDNIGHT GAMES in
return for his silence. Kate and Boy Wonder hit the road, but before they part ways, Derek gives her anote . .
For agirl . . . a the MIDNIGHT GAMES.

I wish we had neural implants that were triggered when you read "MIDNIGHT GAMES." It would echo and
sound like one of those small car dealership or furniture warehouse "MIDNIGHT MADNESS SALE"

commercias. B/c that would be awesome.

Anyway, stuff happens, including, but not limited to Kate telling Jim that he can stick his, "I got this,"
attitude where the sun don't shine, Kate telling Curran that she's running away with Jim, and Curran losing



his mind.

Have | mentioned that thisis my FAVORITE book in my FAVORITE series?
‘Causeitis.

And not just b/c of the MIDNIGHT GAMES (which is, admittedly, significant). MAGIC STRIKES isjust
one big mass of awesome. In fact, there is so much awesome that it deserves alist:

(view spoiler)

This book is everything that Urban Fantasy is supposed to be. It does not get better than this. If you like UF,
and you haven't read this series and this book, your opinion on other series and books in this genre isn't going
to carry as much weight with me. If you have read and loved it, your recommendations gain credibility. If |
find a new person who loves KATE DANIELS, | friend request them. If you friend request me saying that
you love Kate too, | accept. That's how fantastic this series and this book are. The end.

My other reviewsfor thisseries:

A Questionable Client (K ate Dani€ls, #0.5)
Magic Bites (Kate Danidls, #1)

Magic Burns (Kate Daniels, #2)

Magic Mourns (Kate Danidls, #3.5)

Magic Bleeds (K ate Daniels, #4)

Magic Dreams (K ate Daniels, #4.5)

Magic Slays (K ate Daniels, #5)

Magic Tests (Kate Daniels, #5.3)

Magic Gifts (Kate Dani€ls, #5.4)

Gunmetal Magic (Kate Daniels, #5.5)
Retribution Clause (K ate Dani€ls, #5.6)
An l1l-Advised Rescue (Kate Danidls, #5.8)
Magic Rises (Kate Daniels, #6)

Magic Steals (Kate Daniels, #6.5)

Magic Breaks (Kate Dani€ls, #7)

Magic Shifts (Kate Daniels, #8)

Magic Stars (Kate Dani€ls, #3.5, Grey Wolf, #1)
Magic Binds (Kate Dani€ls, #9)

Iron and Magic (Kate Dani€ls, #9.5)
Magic Triumphs (K ate Daniels, #10)
Curran POV Caollection



Alienor [ French Frowner [ says

I, the undersigned, duly authorized representative of my frowning self, hereby state that all my pressuring
friends were right when they declared, and | quote them, " it gets better" .

This present declaration allows them for expressing their satisfaction at the ruin of my stubbornness,
including by using disheartening gloating sayings as, "I told you so".

In addition, to ensure fair and full disclosure, please see the attached terms and conditions of my surrender :

Clause#1: | hereby certify that the writing, including the narration, the transitions and the pacing, did get
better.

Clause #2 : Albeit unwillingly, | concede that Curran's behavior improved grandly (*) and that the
development of his relationship with Kate did get better.

Clause #3: It doesn't come as a surprise that my complete admiration for Kate didn't waver but on the
contrary, tended to increase in full speed.

Clause #4 : | admit that the quality of the plot largely improved, impacting on its addictive, fascinating and
compelling factors.

Close#5: Last but not least, YES. | did get feels.

(*) Despite these improvements, | am withholding my final judgment until complete disappearance of his
stalkerish and aggressive tendencies. If | do realize that Kate has the necessary core abilities to kick his
fucking ass for doing so, my inner biteh NO : decent person can't help but snarl at him. |, for one, don't
believe in the appeal of an aggressive person. An aggressive person makes you angry, not excited.

With love,

Anna

MY REVIEWSFOR THISSERIES
(click on the picturesto go)

For more of my reviews, please visit:



Katerina says

The Top 8 Reasons why you should drop everything you're doing and grab the Kate Daniels series
ASAP
(focusing on Magic Strikes)

1. The huge variety of mythology: celtic, greek, and now norse and hindu. Honestly, every supernatural
creature you've ever heard will make an appearance, preferably soaked in blood and other substances | dare
not name, and will deliver you extraordinary threats, unique bloodbath and eventually it will be killed in the
most badass way.

2. The Midnight Games. An underground gladiatorial tournament with a magic jewel asaprice. We're
talking about a massacre of epic proportions that would make George Martin weep with pride. And the
participants? Minotaurs, golems, mages and of course our Valiant Knights of the Fur. Prepare for major ass
kicking.

3. Kate Dani€ls.

“I gave him a smile. | wasaiming for sweet, but he turned a shade paler and scooted a bit
farther from me. Note to self: work more on sweet and less on psycho-killer.”

4. The action. | will admit that while reading the first chapters | thought Magic Strikes would be a4 stars
read, they seemed pretty lame compared to the incredible plotline of the second book. But oh boy | was so
wrong! Once the plot thickened with rogue shapeshifters and the kill-or-be-killed tournament,
|.couldn't.stop.reading. This series keeps getting better and | have afeeling that sky isthe limit!

5. The side characters. Whether they're sexual deviants or uptight cats or pretty werewolves or devastatingly
handsome sex addicts, they're agreat addition to the story, with their wit and loyalty and friendship.

6. Curran, the Beast Lord of Atlanta, the Leader of the Pack, and Asshole Supreme.

“...you expect meto fall on my back with my legs spread.”

" Not necessarily. ... You can fall on your hands and kneesif you prefer. Or against the wall.
Or on thekitchen counter. | suppose | might let you be on top, if you make it worth my
while.”

Y ou get the picture.

7. The romance.



“Kissmeand I'll kill you,” | warned.
“It might be worth it,” he said softly.

The will-or-won't-they status keeps going, and it can be frustrating as hell, but it's the right course. Besides
the sizzling tension and their fights, in Magic Strikes we saw how much Curran and Kate care for each
other, that despite their differences there is something strong brewing between them, something more than
raw attraction. They'refallingin love.

“He caressed my cheek.
"You camefor me," | whispered.
" Always," hetold me.”

8. The.hot.tub.scene.

Y ou're welcome.
Love,
Katerina

[0 Sarah OO (former Nefarious Breeder of Murderous Crustaceans) says

? TheGrand IAA™ KD Buddy Rerererereread Extravaganza (GIAAKDBRE™), aka the yellow-brick
road to Magic Triumphs ?

Presenting Episode 3, or How Kate Daniels Learned not all Cats Hate Water Hot Tubs.

» And themoral of thisparticular rererereread is. TWT-IHFB isthe best bloody shrimping acronym in
the history of bloody shrimping acronyms. Trust me on that one, | practically invented the concept. Of
bloody shrimping acronyms, | mean. Not of TWT-IHFBs. | wish | had, though. Because it's, you know, the
best acronym in the history of bloody shrimping acronyms and stuff.

» And the other moral of thisparticular rererereread is.

And who doesn't love aggravating-cats sneaky-kitties the- universe-exploding Curran trouble?

[June 2016]

OKD istheCureto All of Life's Problems Buddy Read (KDitCtAoLPBR™) with my dear wife Ange,
and the poor 1AA souls who have fallen into our deathly KD Surprise Reread Trap (KSRT™).

O Original rating: 5 stars



O Rating after xxxxxx rereads: boom. The universe exploded. This book isso BLOODY AWESOME,
it's bloody unratable.

See? Even my dog decided to do a crazy dance to celebrate the total, utter and compl ete awesomeness that is
this book.

» And themoral of this particular rererereread is: Midnight Games + hot tubs + the Scarlet Star + aflying
paace = it doesn't get much better than this. Bye now.

[Original review]

??? Post-Shift Productions proudly present ???
Just Another Day in the Life of Kate Daniels

?28.00 a.m.: roll out of bed after getting 2 hours of sleep. Readlize you're hungry. Open the fridge to get some
of that leftover apple pie. The plateis empty. Strange.

?8.30 a.m.: rescue your teenage werewolf sidekick from Saiman. Watch Saiman change form and throw up
in your mouth alittle.

?9.00 a.m.: find out His Furriness became Beast Lord at the tender age of 15 after chopping Andorf's head
off. Thisisgoing to be along day.

?9.30 a.m.: your best friend tells you she doesn't want to be Raphael's TWT-IHFB. Oh boy.

?10.00 a.m.: have a conversation with His Fussiness about kissing his ass.

?10.30 a.m.: hand Saiman a needle so he can pop hishead with it. It's obscuring your view of the room.
?11.00 am.: listen to Jim telling you about a wer edingo. Consider yourself lucky he didn't steal your baby.
?11.30 am.: try to smile. Aim for sweet. End up looking like a psycho-killer.

?12.00 a.m.: listen to alecture about the different shapeshifter courtship customs. Aunt B. A cat on the
ceiling. A fan. Mist. That's boudasfor you.

?12.30 a.m.: go sightseeing with Jim. Visit ajungle and aflying palace. Play with the locals. Chop a few
arms off. Things are looking up.

?1.00 p.m.: tell His Furriness he's a deadly psychopath with a god complex. Then tell him you're having
rough sex with Jim. Bad idea

?1.30 p.m.: temporary insanity. Oh. My. God. The Universejust exploded.

?2.00 p.m.: explain to your furry friends why you want Cesare's head. Then proceed to explain how you
plantoresurrect it and makeit reliveits death over and over again. Did you just say all that out loud?
Yep. You did.

?2.30 p.m.: the Beast Lord asks you why you always attract creeps. Hal He walked right into that one,
yes, hedid.

?3.00 p.m.: Andreasays M-A-T-E. You curse. Then consider strangling her alittle.



?3.30 p.m.: fight in the arena. Jim tells you to be sloppy. You try.
?4.00 p.m.: have a conversation about sausages with your furry friends. Die, die, die, die.

?4.30 p.m.: Raphael hands you afanin case you get hot. Curran doesn't think you need it. Thiscat's such a
bore.

?5.00 p.m.: remember the good old days with daddy Voron back when you were thirteen. Sightseeing in
South America. Visiting arenas. Slaughtering things a bit.

?5.30 p.m.: another fight in the arena. Blade-sprouting silver golem O Troll (akathe overgrown log) [
Ancient vampire J Enjoy seeing them die O Thisis so much fun.

?6.00 p.m.: take arelaxing bath in ahot tub. Try to pretend the Beast Lord isn't in therewith you. Oh.
My. Gaod. The Universe just exploded again.

?6.30 p.m.: yet another fight in the arena. Oh, look, it'sthe Scarlet Star. "Hessaad." Mine. "Ud." Die.
Sorry daddy, | think | just broke your sword.

?7.00 p.m.: Ohlook, it'sthe flying palace again. Feeling suddenly very tired. It's been along day.

?7.30 p.m.: Losealittle blood. Cut a head off. Feel much better.

?8.00 p.m.: find out cats are suicidal morons. Who would have thought?

?8.30 p.m.: try telling the people in your head to shut up. It doesn't work. Oh look, a cat.

?9.00 p.m.: go home. Find someone in your kitchen. Wait. What?

?9.30 p.m.: read anote reminding you of an upcoming dinner. You're allowed to wear a bra and panties.
Oh boy.

* Book 1: Magic BitesOO OO0

* Book 2: Magic Burns 0O O00

* Book 4: Magic Bleeds O OO OO

* Book 5: Magic Slays 00000

* Book 6: Magic Rises0 000

* Book 7: Magic Breaks 00000

* Book 8: Magic ShiftsOO 000

* Book 9: Magic Binds OO0

* Book 10: Magic Triumphs 0 OO0

Lorasays

| can't believe no one mentioned this series to me, recommended this series to me, or spammed my profile
with comments and PM's proclaiming this series awesomeness. They should have. To everyone that didn't,
you're on my shit list.

L uckily for me, | finally made the decision on my own, like abig girl, and decided to give this series atry.
Oncel did, it wasn't exactly love at first page, but I've quickly moved into the honeymoon stage. Here'sto
the honeymoon never ending.



Very rarely do | come across a seriesthat | don't want to end, but the Kate Daniels seriesis one of those
cases.

Every time| start one of these books, | know | won't be disappointed. This series has turned out one
thousand times better than | ever imagined it would be.

This series takes time. The first book is good but not great, and it takes time getting used to the world as well
as Kate's personality. It is more than worth it, though.

Having not read alot of UF titles prior to this series, I'm not claiming that my opinion on thisgenreis
reputable. However, based on my meager experience with urban fantasy, | can honestly say that this seriesis
the best for mein terms of characters, writing, pacing, and overall likability. (For a more reputable opinion
on UF, please see Mg a ak.a. the Queen of Urban Fantasy's profile.)

I knew when we met Saiman in Magic Bites that he would eventually play abigger role. And he definitely
does in Magic Strikes. In this we find out more about his heritage, his original form, and we learn that there
ismoreto him than just alot of knowledge and a high sex drive. His character is very unique and refreshing.
Some. . . *clearsthroat* . . . progress happens between Curran and Kate in this. | like the way their
relationship is developing and the rate that it is doing so. Too many series seem to be too focused on the
romance aspect too early on in the series. | like the way the authors have teased us thus far, only giving us
little hints that there is much more than hostility boiling under the surface of their relationship.

Series like this don't come around for me that often. I've tried the first book in alot of YA and adult series,
and, even though there isn't anything necessarily wrong with them, they've failed to make me want to
continue on and see what happens to the characters. A lot of series|'ve tried just don't seem worth the effort.
But lately I've been gobbling up these books like Americans do turkey during Thanksgiving.

Earlier thisyear | was beginning to feel asif | wasloosing my interest in reading. If you're alongtime book
reader, you've probably been there. | have a back-up list, though: it isalist of booksthat | know can always
pull me out of my reading slump, should | ever need them. This series will be added to that list.

Right now Kate seemsto have alot of big things coming up in her life. (view spoiler)

I'm very interested to see where things go and how some certain things play out.

Easy asit may seem tojust let this series go and read one of the many other UF series out there, | think
people should at least give this series atry. And just like with any book, there's going to be positive and
negative opinions. | almost skipped this series entirely because of some of the negative reviews I've read, and
to think how terrible that would've been! I've been having a blast with this series and | implore anyone with
even an ounce of interest to go get Magic Bites from their library and simply try it.

Serioudly, go start reading this series now.
!

P.S. | thought chapter 15 was good, but that was before | read chapter 28. Y owzah.
kkhkkkhkhkhkhkkkhkhkhhhkhkhkhhhkhkkhkhkhhhkhkhkhhhkhkkhkhkhhhkhkkhkhkhhkkkk,kk*x%

My reviews of other titlesin this series:

Book #1 - Magic Bites

Book #2 - Magic Burns
Book #4 - Magic Bleeds




Rachel Reads Ravenously says

Reread 7/2018

| can't believe | didn't review this book back when | read it for the first time, thisis definitely where the
series began to pick up for me. Thisreread of the series has reminded me of why | like this series and this
author.

Kate and Curran are the ultimate slow burn and that couple you find yourself shipping. | only made it to
book 4 the first time around, and while | am taking a quick break after this one, | fully intend to finally catch
up with this series. I1t's so good! It's reminded me of why | love PNR.

| don't feel like reviewing, so al I'll say is this book was awesome. This series is awesome and you should
read it.
The end.




