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Gerald Hammond is the exception to the rule; an honorable spy, whose lofty principles have brought him
nothing but loneliness and isolation.

With the war in Europe at an end, Hammond returns to Washington only to find his unit disbanded and his
wife moved out of the marital home.

Ostracized by the Washington elite, publicly humiliated by an unfaithful wife, and scorned by former friends
and colleagues, he is forced to take a mundane job with an insurance company. . . But then comes the call.
The State Department wants him to rescue a young woman, trapped in Soviet East Germany. Should he
succeed aplum job at The State Department awaits.

Desperate for deliverance from his humdrum existence, Hammond accepts the assignment.

He heads into enemy territory, unaware of the sinister force that sponsored his mission or of the unseen
dangersthat liein wait. He only knows that he must somehow save the girl to save himself, but as his
enemies close in, and ever-more disturbing revel ations come to light, Gerald Hammond begins to wonder
which poses the greatest threat. . . The enemy he runs from, the friend he runs to, or the girl he was sent to
save?

"Fast paced thriller with lots of action - | couldn't put it down!!" - Amazon Reviewer
"Delicious spy novel, bold and graphic.” - Amazon Reviewer

"A tremendous book - a definite page turner- Amazon Reviewer

"Thisisthe best spy novel | have read in quite some time" - Amazon Reviewer

"I purchased this based on the reviews, and it exceeded expectations' - Amazon Reviewer

"And be warned, there's bad language, sex, sadistic murders, regular murders, etc. in this book. It's a spy
novel...stay out of the kitchen if you don't like thiskind of heat." - Amazon Reviewer
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From Reader Review The Folks at Fifty-Eight for online ebook

Joel Ungar says

Thiswas avery confusing book, because it was really more like it was two books with avery weird segue
between the two. This book is also riddled with horrible punctuation.

Part 1 was very good and gripping. Lots of interesting things going on. Then amain character disappears and
we have severa chapters of just aweird discussion on the sexua proclivities of characters we really hadn't
met yet. Part 2 was not nearly as good, as the strange sex discussions continued here and there. The ending
itself was not believable, as the major character does something completely out of character.

Not recommended.

Kevin says

| received The Folks at Fifty-Eight as afirst-reads winner.

The plot was great. There are many twists and turns and it took me much longer than it typically doesto
figure out the surprise ending.

The book does need some editing, however. There are many places where punctuation is missing,
grammatical errors are committed, and words are misspelled. If | were the author, | would al so rewrite some
of the scenes. There are times where the dialogue is unrealistic and places where the dialogue is missing.

There is a passage in the beginning of the book that statesthat it is atraditional thriller, but the events and
many of the charactersarereal. Thereis aso aglossary and cast of characters at the end of the book. It
would have been very interesting to see which of the characters are fictitious and which were real
personalities around at the end of World War I1.

Overal, it was an entertaining read and just needs a good clean-up.

blondemummy says

Couldn't get into it

L ucinda says

| was extremely excited when informed that | would be lucky enough to read this novel, as | was not only
fascinated but already alover of crime, mystery and thriller genres. Having not herd much about this
particular author before | was completely intrigued as to finding out what his work was like, certainly as
something so unique and original inits entire. | have to say how touched | was by the trouble that the author



went to with my copy of the book and by signing it so as making it most personal to myself, hence after
reading it and loving it as much as | have done | feel even more privileged and grateful to have had the
opportunity of reading something so magnificent. This novel is set just after the Second World War and
which instantly captures your attention by the fast-paced action, drama and suspense that you would find in
an exciting thriller. The mystery and fascinating & intricate plot with all its twists and turns constantly
surprised me and left me sitting tensely on the edge of my seat; it was so spine chillingly good. It was a
character-driven tale where the author creates something so tangibleit is asif you can reach out and touch it,
being so redlistic and authentic to the core. | felt asif | was there in the flesh within the fictional
surroundings, glimpsing into the minds of the story’ s characters and their persona thoughts and feelings.

Y ou are able to glimpse into the workings of the criminal mind and to actually see how people ‘tick’, asyou
feel every single word that the author uses. | was completely transfixed by the sheer creativity within the
writing, the imaginative storyline and the accuracy that the author created within thisintense tale. It was soul
searching and very thought-provoking and something that really made me think and wonder about when |
had finished reading it, leaving a distinct mark. The book makes the reader actually think about the
characters very deeply and about why people might act in the ways that they do, and the actual reasons
behind the characters thoughts and actions; with the consequences that can often be dramatic and
irreversible. This novel was sinister and very truth-drawing as you find yourself digging deeper into personal
thoughts & viewpoints, especially in regards to good V'S evil and people' s motives. | often asked myself
‘what makes akiller? asthiswas etched into the mindsets of the characters. It was a story about struggles
and keeping true to yourself and your own ideals (possibly motives too), thus not getting ‘lost” within the
murders, intrigues and revolutionaries world. A book that | would read again and again and something that |
would highly recommend to al, being a 4-5 star read!

Twilightwatcher s says

Good
Edited review-

It was agood story, but the constant grapple of morals and ethics was alittle disheartening. Asit is, atrilogy,
I will beinterested in seeing the results of this grappling. The many points of view flowing through the story
was expertly done. Although, | was dismayed, at how the protagonist ended up, it leaves, a sense of intrigue,
for therest of the story.

I will belooking forward to reading the rest of the trilogy.

Pete Hannon says

A very good spy novel.

Therese says

$0.0




Uke Jackson says

Michael Patrick Clark is afirst rate storyteller. The Folks at Fifty Eight is the first volume of atrilogy,
according his author's page. I'll be reading the rest of the Etzel Children saga, for sure. Make no mistake,
though. This novel stands on its own as a complete story.

He paces The Folks at Fifty Eight like Len Deighton or Jack Higgins might. The storyline (so far) hasthe
tone, if you will, of a Ludlum book.

Set at the end of WW?2, the OSS has been dishanded and dubious alliances are formed as State Department
jockeying goes on with other government branches. There's anoir feel in the Manhattan scenes, and he
conveys the Soviet rampage through East Germany and East Berlin in a gripping manner that feels authentic.
Y ou can see the greyness that permeated everything in those bygone days, including the thinking that
allowed power and control to trump morality and demaocracy; or at least that was a subtext for me as a reader.
There's plenty of sex, booze-fueled, fear-fueled, lust-fueled sex; sex that leads to love, death, treason and
hate. All of thiswhile keeping it original, and compelling.

The length of the book was just right for Kindle reading. All in all, avery 21st century look at the nadir of
the 20th.

Uke Jackson

Joe Vitucci says

OK. Typical of thistype of story where there are so many twists and turns. Hard to believe the hero always
got out of the tough situations. Jumping off the train without any injuries?? Getting out of trouble after being
stopped by the two motorcycle policemen?? Etc. Still, interesting enough to keep your attention.

M. Sprouse says

This book was hard to rate. Many strengths and quite afew problems. Thisis my first experience with
Michael Patrick Clark and he seemsto be atalented writer. It was good to have someone write about an
amost literary "dead zone'", the few years following WWI1. His protagonist Gerald Hammond is devel oped
enough to walk that fine line between "corny and too "perfect". Often this book drips of suspense and action,
often but not always.

My biggest problem with this book is that the sex getsin the way of the intrigue, suspense and action. |
usually don't complain about sex in abook but this one for the first two thirds of the book, was over the top.
The sex was at times written in to aid the plot, but at times took up too many pages, was unnecessary and
slowed down the flow of the story. The last third of the book was relatively sex free (relatively) and has the
best writing and flow of the novel. So for me the first two thirds were a 2 star affair due the starting and
stopping from sex. The next third a5 star exhibit and the last 30 pages I'd give 6 stars. | guess that averages
out to...

George says

Spy novel set after World War 1. Quite a cast of characters and agood plot.



Joan says

Great Cold War Espionage Thriller

Gerald Hammond, the protagonist of this novel, once was an OSS operative, then CIA and now was
attempting to get on with the U.S. State Department. He was an excellent spy and field operative, even at age
41. He has continuous nightmares about one of his last operations when he was forced to rescue afoolish
bureaucrat from the hands of the Gestapo before being tortured until he revealed the forthcoming date of D-
day. Hammond with a few men did managed to do this, but they had to kill every man they met in thisraid,
many of whom were asleep and unaware. Hammond was always haunted by the faces of those German
soldiers who were mercilessly slaughtered without a chance to defend themselves.

The Cold War wasin full force and aformer colleague of his, Marcus Allum, State Department head of
Occupied Territories, procured him to work in his department, thus utilizing al of his experience to stay one
step ahead of Russiasince it had more than its share of Berlin and also to keep one step ahead of them during
these chaotic times of the Cold War.

The crux of the story consists of several sub-plots involving American politicians and military, and those of
Stalin and his Russian military and spy net work, plus some English involvement. Added to the plots are the
wives of some of these men who are either sexually promiscuous or are using their sex astoolsto help their
husbhands. A young, beautiful woman, perhaps age 19 is an enigmato Hammond and the mystery
surrounding her is buried deep in this novel. There is much fact twisted with fiction from those times to
entice the reader to stay with the story to its end. For those readers who like spy thrillers, | recommend it.

Laura Macmillan says

Complex and unbelievable spy vs. spy story, set in the daysimmediately following WWII. Too many
characters, making the story very hard to follow, and, in the end, an incredible (asin not credible)
explanation for all the goings-on.

Not too badly written, but there are many, many more of this genre that are much, much better.

My opinion?"Meh."

John L. Hagerty says

Excellent very engrossing!

character development and story line were very captivating
sometimes hard to keep up but in the end a satisfying ending.



JOQuantaman says

"The Folks at Fifty-Eight" by Michael Patrick Clark is an Adult-Espionage Thriller. Most espionage books
are escapist fantasies with cliché characters, plot twists and nonstop suspense.

___ThiseBook has plenty of suspense, plusit has a cavalcade of well-drawn characters, both fictitious and
historical. In truth, the narrative covers the period when the OSS was devolving to form the CIA. The author
must've done extensive research or acquired access to firsthand sources to have rendered the period so
accurately. The narrative covers the perilous years between the final victories of WWII and the start of the
Cold War. A foolish misunderstanding could've brought on Nuclear Holocaust instead of the 70-year relative
"peace" which we've enjoyed to this day.

___Back then, human agents still performed most of the espionage chores. There were no satellite or drone
photos to replace the dare-devils at ground zero.

___Thecast of characters include sleuths from the Western and Eastern sides of the conflict aswell as ex-
Nazis whose invaluable info absolved them from justified punishments.

___Thenarrativeiswell-crafted and strewn with plausible characters who grapple with greed versus loyalty
and fear versus courage. Thisisn't abook for close-minded folks. At the end you will be exposed to the
realities of 20th-century power games and the underpinnings of democracy. Like al worthwhile novels, the
novel will leave you with a banquet of food for thought.

___Absolutely recommended for all lovers of full-bodied espionage. Five Stars.




