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1935. Rose Manon, an American daughter of the mountains of Nevada, working as ajournalist in New
York, isawarded her dream job, foreign correspondent. Posted to Paris, she is soon entangled in romance,
an unsolved murder, and the desperation of alooming war. Assigned to the Berlin desk, Manon isforced to
grapple with her hidden identity as a Jew, the mistrust of her lover, and an unwelcome visitor on the eve of
Kristallnacht. And. .. onthe day before World War 11 is declared, she must choose who will join her on the
last train to Paris.

Thisisacarefully researched historical novel that reads like a suspense thriller. Colette and Janet Flanner
are only two of the well-known figures woven into the story. The parts they play will surprise readers. Last
Train to Paris will enthrall the same audience that made In The Garden of Beasts by Erik Larson and Suite
Francaise by Iréne Némirovsky bestsellers.
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Karin says

Ugh, I couldn't finish this, it was written so poorly. A lot of "telling instead of showing" and really disjointed
conversations between characters. The kind that takes you out of the story because it feels so unnatural. It
also didn't tie together into a cohesive story. The story of the murder isn't at al related to the beginnings of
WWII and the treatment of Jews or even to the story of the awful mother. The mother was compl etely
unbelievable - not so much in her unbelievable behavior (although abit that) but mostly in that she kept
coming back to the daughter for unrealistic reasons. She was presented as certain kind of person but then her
actions belied that type. It was asif the author wanted her to do certain things and so couldn't stick with her
original plan for the character. It just never reconciled. | flipped through to the end to seeiif it got better or if
ends ever got tied up. It definitely didn't get better. Ends were kind of tied up but again, in an odd, stilted

way.

Doreen says

In this story, afictional journalist works her way up to a position in Europe; Paris and Berlin specifically.
Hitler is gaining popularity; and R.B. Manon(Rose) chronicles the anti-Semitism and violence as it escalates
into WWII.

The story istold by the now elderly Manon as she reflects upon her life and career. | enjoyed Zackheim's
writing style. | wanted to know what catastrophe/joy/loss each page offered; there are no pausesin this story.
It plows on, gaining momentum with every word. She includes the antics of her overbearing mother, the
impotence of her passive father, and her deep love and commitment for her doomed lover in this
mesmerizing story. As an American Jew in Europe, her observations are at times, conflicting. Her sense of
safety wears down as those around her endure the impact of Hitler's growing power.

Zackheim expertly creates her characters, exposing the best and worst in each of them. Through her
descriptions, | have afamiliarity with them that is special for me when reading historical fiction. | can better
understand how so many Jews and non-Jews initially underestimated the strength and goals of the Third
Reich. | believe her story is meant to explain the naivete and complacency of that timein Europe. And she
accomplishes this as Rose, now with the benefit of hindsight, second-guesses the professional and personal
choices she has made.

A well-written and unfortunately sad story; it's truly a fine example of historical fiction.

Becky says

It's been fifty-two years since Rose Manon |eft Paris. Now in her eighties, atrunk arrives on her doorstep.
Inside are the notes she kept during the war years. Y ears when she worked as a correspondent in Paris and
Berlin. Rose, haf Jewish and half Catholic, witnessed first hand the horrors that occurred as the Nazis first



came into power in the 30s. She was there when war broke out and barely made it out alive. Many of those
beside her - friends, colleagues, and acquaintances - did not. As an ederly Rose revisits those memories, she
also reminisces about her early career and her family life.

LAST TRAIN TO PARIS was a bit of an odd bird. The book begins with a hote from the author stating "A
German citizen named Eugen Weidmann abducted a distant cousin of mine in Parisin 1937." Tell me that
isn't an intriguing way to begin abook? The case, which you can actually read more about on Wikipedia,
does play arolein the book itself, but the overall focus of the story is Rose looking back on her lifein the
war years.

The story alternates quite randomly between various timelines. It was an approach that | actually enjoyed
thanks to how well Zackheim transitioned between each new memory and Rose's present day. It made the
book read more like an actual memoir than anything else. Unfortunately | did enter into the book with the
expectation that it was going to lean more towards a thriller/mystery than anything else - and | definitely
wouldn't consider LAST TRAIN TO PARISto bethat at all. Asaresult | had atough time moving beyond
what 1'd expected the book to be and embracing what it actually was.

One of the things | really adored about this book was the way the author incorporated historical events and
people throughout the story. The French author Colette becomes involved, as well as the fictionalized
approach to the Eugen Weidmann case, even lan Fleming gets a bit of a sidebar mention in the end.

Elissa Hilary says

This story illustrates the life of an American Jewish female correspondent, working in prewar and during
World War 1l in both Paris and Berlin. The story uncovers antisemitism in one’s own family, difficult mother
and daughter relationship and the random stroke of love and war.

Marilyn Pronovost says

A very good story about an American reporter who in the past never considered herself as being a Jew.
When she reports from Berlin and France in the rise of Hitler, then it becomes a part of her life density. She
isan American who takes her status for granted. It is only when she sees it happening in front of her and
when she fallsin love with A German Jew does she begin to the effects of persecution and her Americans
privilege. As an American shenanigans s allowed self confidence and freedom., but as a person witnessing
European standards to religion and status she gains some empathy.

The characters are strong and well defined, some withstand danger and others are subdued or crushed by it.
Rose's relationship with her mother is tragic, but her love of Leon isreal. Leon's need to do distasteful things
for the right reason is enlightening. Other minor characters are well developed and memorable.

The writing is easy and interesting which makes the story flow well.

Caught my interest from the start.




Terri says

This review can also be found at http://kristineandterri.blogspot.ca/2...
| received this ARC from Europa Editions via Edelweiss in exchange for an honest review.

| requested to read this story because | have an extreme interest in everything war related and as aresult any
novels written regarding wartime or with it as a backdrop. | was not let down with thisone. | found it alittle
different than much of the other novelsthat | have read giving yet another new perspective on WWII.

Starting with Rose who was an American in Paris (and Berlin) in the years leading up to the declaration of
war who also happened to be half Jewish. She was an outsider living in the reality that was Europe in those
dayswho was experiencing al of the eventsleading up to the war through the eyes of ajournaist. This gave
the opportunity for the reader, like Rose, to see everything that was occurring to others while not directly
being impacted (at first). Although many novelsthat | have read have occurred in wartime France or Europe
I have not read awhole lot that centered around the time leading up to it. | found this afresh take and
interesting in my endless quest to fulfill my obsession with war and in particular WWII.

The character of Rose was also different than what one would normally expect in these types of novels. Asa
journalist her life was that of a man'sworld living in the less than ideal accommodations that were
frequented by journalists, drinking excessively at times and being hardened to her surroundings. This was not
your typical girl in adresswaiting for her true love to arrive. This made her endearing however also made
her naive at times as she felt that she could solve all the problems that were brought to her and had to have
her eyes opened by those who were living the nightmares of the time.

| really enjoyed this book. Although there was alove story within the pages | felt that it was not the defining
part of the book. There was alot of tragedy in this read and those who enjoy historical fiction during wartime
for the epic/tragic love stories alone may not enjoy it as much. Although this element is here, it isthe tragic
story of family, countriesin ruin and the terrible things that humans do to othersthat is the focal point of this
read. | felt that alot of research must have gone in to writing this.

| would recommend this book without hesitation

Maria Vermisoglou says

My review can be found at https://maraki2311.wixsite.com/wonderpen

KaAO?tolKO AAA? K211 TOU 7AEITE. O TP?IMo¢ TOV OTI0?0 TO YEYOV?Ta EETUAYOVTAV ?tav A0
TEP?EPYOC OAA? KAOTAA?BAIVEG TI VIV?2TAV. Ay Ba PAeya 211 €AVAI KOl AT? TO KAOA?TEPO TIOU 2XW
olaB?oel. H ypa@? 2tav KaA? av Kal UTI?2pX0V UEPLK? TIPORBAZUATO.

Nancy says

I liked thisbook and | liked this complex and imperfect heroine. She's angry, she'stalented, she's not a



looker. | enjoyed seeing how she valued and worked to develop her writing skills over many years and how
she navigated incredibly trying situations. | felt the detachment some reviews saw as a fault of the book to be
arealistic reflection of the way she was raised and the things she went through. | liked thisfictional life and
fedl it'sa good addition to the crowded genre of WWII1 fiction.

Sandy says

Thisis poorly written book with asinine dialogue, worse than abad Lifetime movie. | couldn't get through it.
Unfortuntately, it's an important story about the rise of Hitler in Europe and how an American Jewish
reporter slowly begins to understand the eventual impact. The heart of this story islost by ridiculous,
romantic dialogue. It's a shame. Here's a sample of the dialogue: "Oh how | can still feel my body leaning
toward him, my lips almost touching his, whispering." Wait, it gets better. 'Thislittletrain’, | said 'makes me
feel like we're going where no one else wants to go.' Trash. And not even good trash.

Kerry Hennigan says

Michele Zackheim’s novel “Last Train to Paris’ is an incredibly immersive novel of ayoung female
journalist in Europe in the years leading up to WWII told from the perspective of an elderly woman looking
back on her life and career.

In the pre-war years, RB Manon (Rosie) travels from Paris to Berlin and back, covering the impact of the
rising tide of Nazi ideologies asit begins to sweep away the world she knows.

Thisis also the story of akidnapping and murder, based on atrue incident that happened to a member of
Zackheim's family. In the novel, it isacousin of RB’swho disappears with her handsome boyfriend one
night.

The fate of her cousin is eclipsed by the horrors that RB withesses happening to people she has come to
know and love. In the meantime, her relationship with her mother remains a constant irritant in her life,
particularly when they both end up in the same city, covering the same event.

“Last Train to Paris’ is areminder, both painful and enjoyable, of how precarious and dangerous life was
like when the world was on the brink of war, when the light-hearted youth of Europe were about to be
plunged into aterrible and brutal darkness.

| doubt | will ever forget RB’ s experience of what came to be known as Kristallnacht — the “night of broken
glass’. It is horrifying, yet is merely awarning of far worse things to come.

While not a hefty volume, “Last Train to Paris’ manages to be a mammoth storytelling achievement that,
like its heroine, spans the decades and speaks to us of the best and worst of humanity.

Review by Kerry Hennigan
January 2017




Bonnie Brody says

The Last Train to Paris by Michele Zackheim is the story of Rose Manon who grew up in asmall town in
Nevada and went on to become an international journalist of some renown prior to, and during, World War Il
in Europe. Her first assignment was in 1929 as a social reporter for the New Y ork Courier. She was
promoted in 1933 to the social desk in Paris where she became known as R.B. instead of Rose as she was the
only female staff member working in the office and R.B. didn’t sound so feminine. In 1936 she went to work
at the foreign desk in Berlin.

Rose was half-Jewish though she didn’t find this out until she was about eight years old. Her mother was
anti-semitic and racist and acted monstrously towards Rose. Rose was close to her father though he was a
binge drinker and disappeared from home for days at atime.

The novel iswritten as a reminiscence by Rose when sheis elderly and living in her home in New Y ork. She
loves gardening and is quite happy to live alife of solitude. One day, the papers from her time as a journalist
are delivered to her and she begins to recollect her life during that period. Thisisthe main crux of the novel.

During the time sheisin Berlin, things are very dire. World War 11 is on the horizon and Roseisin a
precarious position. As a half-Jewish woman, aliberal, and also someone who writes their own column as
well as reporting on international events, she often gets into trouble with the powers that be — her prejudiced
boss and the German Government.- for her choice of topics. “1 couldn’t leave the human-interest stories
alone. | continued to look at the perilous situation of the disenfranchised. The group grew daily — Romani,
Jews, homosexuals, the disabled, Catholics, clergymen, nonconformists, communists. Even mixed-race
children were considered enemies of the state.” She is not surprised to find some of her writing censored.
Her boss, Ramsey, is amisogynist and an anti-semite but he can’t fire Rose as she has made too big a name
for herself asajournalist.

Along with her professional life, she receives visit from her Aunt Clara and her cousin Stella. During this
visit, her cousin Stellaiis kidnapped and believed dead. This creates a huge uproar and, despite newspaper
articles on the first page, her body is not found immediately.

Clara meets a Jewish man named Leon for whom she has alifelong love. Leon is an engraver who endsup in
the hands of the Nazis doing their bidding, engraving items they request of him. He must do thisin order to
save his parents who will be sent to a concentration camp if he puts up any sort of fuss. Rose has a great love
and passion for Leon but their time together is short-lived.

The novel takes the reader through World War Il in Germany and Paris. Rose isinvolved in the war effort
and often takes secret documents from Paris to Berlin for the American embassy. We are there with her when
Kristalnacht occurs, as the Jewstry to escape Germany. Roseiis, of course, fearful for her life. Whilein
France, she leads peopleto believe that sheis Catholic. However, “1 was still afraid. Every couple of weeks,
whether in Paris or Berlin, | was stopped and asked for my papers. | showed all my credentials. And even
though they were in order, each time this happened | thought it would be the end. | knew that, if someone did
alittle research, | would be identified as a Jew.

Despite what could have been atruly riveting novel, too much of it was taken up with small aspects of
Rose' s life such as Stella’ s kidnapping, casual friends, and work relationships. | enjoyed the historical
aspects of the book but felt like there were too many red herrings thrown in. The book is short and easily
read in a couple of sittings and well worth the effort. My criticisms are not major. | just wanted the book to



be better, and it could have been.

M?ta MNMamodnUaKOTO?A0L says

H Michele Zackheim eval o TOAULSIABOCUVN KOl TOAUBPOBELUVN CUYYPOQP?OC, LE TO TVOAO
TOU ?pYoU TNG VA XA?PEl TNG EKTUNONCE TOU KOIVO? KO I TGV KPITIKA. Z€ TPOCWIIK? ETI?IEDO, KAl
XWP?¢va ?Xw dlaf?0el K?rolo 2AN0 BIBA?0 TNE EKT?C ATT? TO "TeAevTa?0 TpVO yia to Map?o1”, dev
MTIOP? VO 1OXLPIOT? TIIG KATOAABA VW V1A TIOIOV A0 10X 200V 7Ad TA TIOPOTIVW. MTIOPE? TO
OLYKEKPIUAO BIPA?0 va VAL VA EVX?PIOTO, E2KOAO KOl YPYOPO AVANVWOUN, OAA? T?1oTd
TEPIOO?TEPO, T?200 PPAAOV D0 OTI? EKEANVA TIOU 00U TIPOTP?POUV CUYKAOVIOTIK?C AVOYWWOTIK G
OTIYU?C KO TIOU &V UTIOPE?C VA BY?AEIC OTT? TO LUOA? OOU.

Bpiok?uaote ato 1935 kal n P?2Cu Mov eval pia cou@pad?ta NG ETOX?¢ N OT0?0 TPOOTINOE? e
K?0€ TP?1o va aTodE el TNV 0&?20 TNG KOI VA TIROYUATOTION 70€1 TO VEIP? TNG. VAC dUVOT?E 2pWTaC
TIOU Ba XTUTI?0€1 OTP?0UEVA TNV TI?PTA TNG, N TPOCTI?OEL? TNG VA SIO@UAZEEL TNV TOUT?TNT? TN KAl
VO HNV OTOKOALEIE? TG eV a1l ERpa?a, 1o {20Toopa touv Asut?pou MNaykoop?ou MoA?uou Tou Ba
NV 00NY?20€l O€ UY?, ENVAL LWAVO0 UEPIK? ATI? TA Yeyov?ta Tou Ba onuadpouy 1 (w? NG Ta
XPVia Tou 6" akoAovB700uv, N P?CL Ba KATA@?PEl VO ETIT?XEI TOUC OT?X0LC TNC, XWP?C 7UWC va
PXEL KATOQ?PEL VA KAE?OEL TIC TIHIAL?C TANY?C TOU TPEABVTOC TNC, avadNTVTAC ATIVT?0EI IO
?Aa 200 TNV Baoav?{ouv.

To peyoA?tepo TP?BANUA TOL BIBA?0L ALTO?, KAT? TNV TPOCWTIK? OV EKTUNGCN, EVAI TG N
ETIQAVEIOK? TPOT AN O, T?00 TN¢ 10TOP?0E, 700 KO TGV 201V TGV XA POKT?PWY TIOU CUUHET?X0UV
O' QUT. ZO@?20TATO KOl KATOAOBAVW TIOL B7AEL VA TO TTZEL N CLYWYPAP?0C WAT?00, LT?PXAV
OTIYU?C TIOL ‘VIwBda aav va Bapl?tav va yp2Pel A?Y0 TRIPATIVW, VO AVOA?0€El KOl va EUPaBVel oTa
YEYOV 2O ?TA1 20TE VA ?XOUE A TIO OAOKANPWUVN KOl OQALPIK? EIKV0 TOL GUVZA0L. AUT? B
MOC ETTPETE X1 LAV0 VO TAUVTICTOUE ME TNV P20V, AAA? KAl VO UTIOP?00VE VO KOTAVO?00UIE €1C
[3700¢ 1O dp?Ua TNC TIOL ATNV TIPOKELUN, OEV GAVT?LEl KAl T?00 SPAUATIK?, OAA? TEPIOCTEPO UIAV
OEIP? ATUXV YEYOV TGV TIOL TEALK?, OV 00NYOV O€ KAW?A TER?0TIO ATIOK?ALYN, € K?TI TIoL Ba [
TOPOKOULV?OEL.

OualaaTIK?, KAl VIO VO NV HOKPNYop? KAaB?¢ dev LTT?PXEL AYOG VIA K?TL T?T010, N 10ToP?0 OUT?
€A1 1BIA?TEPA KOIV?TOTIN KAl BAc?ETAl O BEUEANI DEIC AAAN? KALG? 107€¢ TOL £700U¢, TIOU 1
CLYYPA P0G OV TIPOCTINOE? VO AVATIL 2l KO VO EEEAEEI A0 TEPIOT?TEPO, 2TCI 20TE VO HOC
TIPOOE?PEl V0 LUBICT?PN A TIOL TIIP? TA 2MOIA TETPIPUAVA XOPOAKTNPIOTIK? TOV, Ba KAT?pBuwve
OTO T7A0C VA ?XEl TNV OIKI? TOU TAUT?TNTA. KOl UTIOPE? 1N IOTOPIK? ATEIKVIOT KAl N LETAQOP? TOV
KAZUOTOC TNG ETIOX 2C EKEVNE VA ENVAIL 1D1ATENPA KAA? WC TPOC TNV ATOT 20 ? TOUG OTO X0 PT?,
UG OUT? TA 870 OTOIXE?D HOL?, OV EVAL OPKET? AT? LA/ TOLG VIO V' ATIOYEL200LV I 10TOP?A
TIOU KOT? T 2AANQ €2XE TO QTA KAl TIC TIPOOTITIK ?C VO TET?XEl K?TI KAA?TEPO.

Dora says

H TeEptypa@? tou MNapialo? Kat? tnv K?puén Tou TOA?UOL aTt? T0 30 P2AX Ba pe?vel yia TVTa 0Tn
UV2UN Hou. MopaoTaTiK? ypa@? Xwp?2¢ TEPITT?C ASTITOU?PEIEC KAL N 1OTOP?0 BAIBEP? XWp?¢ va eval



daKp?PBpextn ?rwg ?Aeg ol lotop?eg tou 20v MMM

Shadoshard says

| don't ordinarily read books about WWII, but | was fascinated by the kidnapping and pre-war France and
picked it up. So the hooks worked - and the historical elements were well worked into the plot. So what we
have is a story about awoman journalist during WWII - an American who was directly touched by the
horrific eventsin Berlin as the Nazi machine geared up - but | fed like it was a story being told by her
narcissistic mother. The mother was awoman who hated her origins as the daughter seemed to disdain her
gender, telling the story form an almost neutered point of view. It was like the story was written with a
scalpel; sharp, quick and surgically - shying away from emotion and cauterizing the emotional points as it
pressed forth. It amost felt asif it lacked heart - or found its heart/s an obstacle. And there were many here;
her relationship with her mother, her lover, her heritage, her position as a woman doing atraditionally male
job, the impeding war. And it rushed them all seemingly for the sake of itself. And | think that's what
frustrated me about the book; it had all these elements and the author showed she had the punch to pull off
every dramatic edge but skimmed them - wrote to write it for their own sake but granting the reader only
enough to get their attention. And when they had that, they just - kept going - leaving us with just enough to
know what we could have had. | felt like the daughter who just wanted her mother to love her; | wanted to be
pulled into that story but it just -would do it - and then - the end. And even that last paragraph - where the
writer says they could just let the pages fly off in the wind - like a narcissistic parent threatening to take what
little they give from an emotionally starved kid. And that just made it worse because it showed how damn
artful the writer is. | wanted more - | want to give more - so we end with three stars rather than the four |
wanted to give. Story writer, petulant reader - thereit is.

Sherry says

It had me at the first page with her explanation about what enjoyment it was to see her name on a printed
newspaper page. Totally echoed my own feelings at seeing my articles in the Greenwich Time and then the
Deseret News though | am certainly on the opposite end of her portrayal as a hard drinking woman of the
world. Liked the book very much.




