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World War II may be ending, but for nineteen-year-old pilot Henry Forester the conflict still rages. Shot
down behind enemy lines in France, Henry endured a dangerous trek to freedom, relying on the heroism of
civilians and Resistance fighters to stay alive. But back home in Virginia, Henry is still reliving air battles
with Hitler's Luftwaffe and his torture by the Gestapo. Mostly, Henry can't stop worrying about the safety of
those who helped him escape—especially one French boy, Pierre, who, because of Henry, may have lost
everything.

When Henry returns to France to find Pierre, he is stunned by the brutal after-math of combat: starvation,
cities shattered by Allied bombing, and the shocking return of concentration camp survivors. Amid the
rubble of war, Henry must begin a daring search for a lost boy—plus a fight to regain his own internal peace
and the trust of the girl he loves.

L. M. Elliott's sequel to Under a War-Torn Sky is an astonishing account of surviving the fallout from
war.
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From Reader Review A Troubled Peace for online ebook

Fredrika says

"Under a War-Torn Sky" has been my favorite book ever since I read it as a child, but I had no idea there
was a sequel to it until a couple of months ago when I hastily bought it off of Amazon without research or
checking out reviews. To be honest, I've read almost all of L.M. Elliott's books and have loved them all for
many different reasons, specifically the amazing historical research and accuracy she writes with, so I had
high hopes.
This book is like her others: well-written and heavily researched. It helps that Henry Forester is one of my
favorite characters (probably one of my earliest Book Boyfriends). I am very emotional after reading the
book, just like I was after reading "Under a War-Torn Sky," and pleased with the conclusion of Henry's
story. All my favorite characters returned (Patsy, Pierre, and Madame), though not always happily, but it tied
off Henry's relationships very well.
Overall, I am very happy I read it. I almost feel like that kid who read the first book over and over again,
highlighting her favorite passages, and mourned over how beaten up the book became after carrying it all
over the place to reread in a spare moment.

Eamonn O'Toole says

“Sometimes you get back on your feet better when you're helping someone else stand in the process. The last
thing in the world I want is for you to go away again. But i don't think you'll rest easy until you know about
that little boy. Maybe… maybe you need to go back to France and find Pierre” (Elliot, Chapter 4). A
Troubled Peace, by L.M. Elliot is a sequel to World War 2 thriller Under a Worn Torn Sky. Henry Forester
has come back from Europe, and has everything he wanted when he was running from the Nazis and
Gestapo. The only thing wrong with Henry though was the fact that everything he saw in France and
wondering what happened to the people that helped him haunted him. Suffering from PTSD, Henry decides
to go back to France to look for the boy that helped him. When arriving in France, Henry could not sleep
because he would dream of the Nazis that tortured him. The author, Elliot, tries to show the effect of war on
the populous that is caught in the middle. Throughout the book, Henry Forrester met knew people that had
been decimated by the war and lost everyone and everything that they knew. The people, uncomfortable with
Henry’s presence grew a fondness of him and found his appearance of a kind of closer for the people that
they lost because the Americans did not come in time to help them. During Henry's escapade, he found the
women that had helped smuggle him out of France, remembering her as a strong beautiful lady, he found her
frail and deathly because of the cruel things that the Nazis had done to her. Even though she found it hard to
find happiness because of everything that she had lost, Henry noticed that her morals and strong beliefs were
still intact. Throughout the book Henry slowly got better with coping with his PTSD of the war because he
had lost nothing compared to the people of France. Elliot uses many historical events to make his novels
come more alive to his target audience. I would recommend this book to anyone that enjoyed Under a War-
Torn Sky and anyone that enjoys books that relate to historical events.

Conner says



I have read the historical fiction novel "A troubled peace" by L.M. Elliot, it is the second book in it's series.
L.M. Elliot is an award winning writer who writes young adult books. The book follows Henry,a 19 year old
pilot, who is trying to find Pierre, a French boy who saved his life. while at Virginia after he made it back
there he relives fights with Hitler's Luftwaffe and the Gestapo. Feeling that he needs to find Pierre he leaves
his home and family behind to search for Pierre in France. He might find Pierre, and that might happen.

I read this book usually before class, but I some times read it at home. I liked the characters and the
interactions between them. I also liked the way the author developed the characters in the story. I mostly felt
feelings from happiness and joy to feelings of sorrow and sadness. I think this would be a relatively pleasant
book for ages 13 through 19, or maybe even older. A book that is similar to this one is "The Boy In the
Striped pajamas". So if someone did you good would you go all the way to another country to just see if they
were okay?

Laura LeAnn says

The sequel to L.M. Elliott's first novel, Under a War Torn Sky, this story follows Henry as he returns to
France in an attempt to heal from the effects of the dramatic nightmares he suffers after returning home to
Virginia. Many of the characters from the first novel are in this story as well including Claudette and
Madame Gaulloise. Henry's main mission on his return to France is to look for Pierre, the boy that he left in
the care of a priest after Pierre's grandfather was killed and the mother was arrested by the Germans. Along
the way, Henry learns that even though France has been liberated, the war has not ended for the French
people. The war is literally still going on in various parts of Europe, and VE Day (Victory in Europe)
happens while Henry is still in France, but the French have huge issues. There is enormous distrust of Allied
soldiers, specifically American GIs, as well as issues between the French people themselves. Who
collaborated with the Germans? Who resisted them? Who resisted them but appeared to be collaborating.
What will France do to rebuild? How will it re-establish its presence in Europe? Besides the physical
rebuilding, what will the government of France be? Who will get control? Who will be able to vote and lead
the way? So many questions for France to answer after the war, this novel does an excellent job of portraying
these difficult issues and the lack of awareness of Americans of these issues, until Henry sees them for
himself. Clearly, L.M. Elliott did an enormous amount of research in writing this story. Excellent.

Jordan D says

I think this was a good but a little boring of a historical book.



Rana says

A Troubled Peace
Author, Laura Malone Elliott

If there was an award for “the book that touched the hearts,” a Troubled Peace would certainly get that
award. A Troubled Peace is the sequel to Under a War Torn Sky, which was our summer reading book last
year. I had liked the book so much that I read it twice, and I looked to see if there was a sequel. Once I had
heard that there was indeed a sequel, I had screamed.
Honestly, I loved this book, and would read it again, I would suggest it to those who are twelve to fifteen
years of age, and I would also not suggest this to a specific gender because it really depends on your choice,
and genres of books. This book is fictional/non fictional. The only thing I think should be changed about this
book is that Henry’s feelings should be expressed in a more detailed way, and there should also be a bit more
action, if not only a little; however over-looking those minor missteps, I would say that this book would
indeed be a 4-5 star book. L.M. Elliot did a great job in describing the scenery, and she added several plot
changing twists that only makes readers want to keep reading. Elliot also does a great job pointing out that
though one person had gone through a lot during World War II, those who were imprisoned in camps had
gone through worse, and their troubles would not end even after war. Sometimes, they die from their
troubles.
A Troubled Peace is a heart racing, and mind challenging book that touches the hearts of all who read it. It
tells the story of what Henry is going through after he escapes the Nazi controlled countries of Europe that he
had to travel, trusting strangers with his life, and becoming vulnerable to not only the Nazis, but the ever
prowling scavenger that searches to feed on the nightmares of this trouble minded soldier; or what we like to
call, fear.
Although Henry has returned safe and sound to his small farm in Virginia, he is still haunted by the
memories of war and his last bombing, he is now as vulnerable to his still prowling fear as ever, which
searches to devour him at his weakest moments. As he goes on with his life, he faces more loss, regret, guilt,
fear, doubts and second thoughts everywhere he turns, especially on his journey to France. Many of these
thoughts keep on referring to a certain eight year old boy that had lost his whole family, because of Henry;
and his name is Pierre.
On a such desperate quest to find, and help the boy who had helped him, Henry experiences more loss,
however much more painful than if he had experienced it while he was on the run; yet he also experiences
joy, happiness, pain, and of course, more fear. Meeting and losing old friends, running into old enemies,
making new friends, as well as enemies.
Throughout this book you will notice that Henry has trouble figuring out what is real, and what are his fear,
memories, and imagination playing with him. Also you will see how much more pain, hurt, sadness, and loss
Henry can take before he does the unspeakable. Even though World War II has ended and peace had been
declared, in this book Henry has to, yet to declare peace within himself. Once again he faces danger, and also
becomes vulnerable to his frequent flashbacks that send his mind and world spinning until he can find some
way of fixing them, making this, indeed, a troubled peace.

Linda Russo says

This sequel to Under a War-Torn Sky, was not as compelling, but was a satisfying conclusion. Especially
interesting was the 17 page Afterword which covered the aftermath of the devastation of WWII in France.
Discussion of PTSD.



Annie Bennett says

Henry Forester is back once again in this beloved sequel to, “Under a War Torn Sky”. After returning home
from being a pilot in World War two, Henry is being affected by the then unknown disease PTWS, or Post
Traumatic War Syndrome. The memories from his war experience are giving him nightmares, causing
flashbacks, and changing him overall. His girlfriend Patsy refuses to marry him because she thinks that he
expects her to fix him, but he is too broken for her to fix.

Henry finally decides that he needs to go back to France and settle his problem by knowing the fate of his old
companion Pierre. But, when he arrives, Henry is shocked to find the ruins of the magnificent city he once
knew. The holocaust victims are sickening to look at and the buildings are nothing but rubble. The black
market is the only way to get the items you need. But, working with what little information he has, Hank
manages to find Pierre, who’s mother’s death has left him distraught and scarred for life. Pierre is living on
the street in a cardboard tent. Henry takes him home to America, where Henry is sure to inform America
about the horrible conditions in, “The city of love”.

The book is called, “A Troubled Peace” because of an encounter Henry has with a very smart man. After
France is liberated, Hank thinks that the country is at peace and their problems are over. But, the man
disagrees. The people are fighting each other and the economy and cities will take years to fix. So, France
now has, “A Troubled Peace”.

I thought this was an amazing book. The author backed it up with history that fit well into the story. It was
very clever and well written. The book is a very good WWll book because all though the holocaust was an
important part of WWll, most books let it overpower the novel. Elliot, however, balanced both World War
two and the holocaust perfectly. The book kept me interested and wanting more.
There were very few flaws in this book. I did see a couple, though. My main problem was that the book is
mainly set in France, and many of the French phrases are not translated, making it difficult to understand at
times. Also, when I first started reading it, I thought the story was very dull. It was not until later that I
became interested. Finally, there should have been an epilogue. I don’t think a third book would be
convenient, but the ending was not good enough to be a really nice cliffhanger, but it was just enough for
more to be needed.

Well, overall, “A Troubled Peace” was not a disappointment. If you liked the first book, you’ll definitely like
this one. I would recommend the first book (sentence 1) to historical fiction, holocaust, and WWll interests. I
would recommend this to boys and girls ages 12-14. I hope the story pleases you, and grabs you in to the life
of Henry Forester, just as it did to me.

Jehnie says

I'm conflicted about this book and would probably give it a 3.5 if I could.

I first heard about A Troubled Peace when I was reading The Book Thief. It has won awards and gotten
recognition for being an ideal middle grade historical reader about World War II. It is hyper accurate. I can't



complain about Elliott's research. I actually learned some interesting details about the peace process for the
people of France in the spring/summer of 1945.

However, it has two key problems - 1. lack of a storyline 2. an unclear sense of who the audience should be.

1. The middle of the book, rather than telling a good story, moves from location to location in which the
author throws an information dump of everything relevant and important to understand about France in the
summer of 1945. Conveniently Henry meets George Orwell and Albert Camus, comes across a protest of
women suffragettes, and witnesses pretty much every historical event of the era.

2. The story is written simply enough for a young(er)? reader but I don't know that a young reader would
relate to the character very well (an 18 year old American pilot who had been captured by the Nazis in the
first book and has just proposed to his Virginia girlfriend). Yet an older reader who could better relate to the
character might feel the story was overly sanitized based on the reality of Paris 1945.

Thomas McBride says

A great story of a pilot in World War II. I really liked the story it brought you to the war torn France and
showed you how life was then.

Kim says

Laura Elliott was kind enough to send me an ARC of this title. Just finished it a few minutes ago and had to
send her an email letting her know how it had affected me. Hopefully she won't mind that I'm including part
of it below:

You have such a gift for creating characters who really resonate with kids. It sounds so cliched to say that
you bring history to life for them, but WOW. Kids who thought they had "learned" World War II are going
to be knocked off their feet when they read this. Letting readers know what happened to Henry and Patsy
after he returned home is nice, but this story goes so far beyond that... for me, it was even more powerful
than the first one.

This sequel to Under a War-Torn Sky does stand alone, but why let it? Elliott's historical fiction is too good
to miss one of her titles.

Edie says

This book is not yet an ARC but I urge you to look for it when it comes out. The sequel to Under A War
Torn Sky, it deals with Henry's inability to adjust to life back on the farm, haunted by his experiences in
Europe escaping the Nazis.
He returns to France as WW II ends, trying to find out what has happened to those who helped him escape
(he was shot down behind enemy lines). This is a haunting look at life in a country that has been devastated
by war, the terrible lives of those who have "survived", the reception of the "absents", those who have been



in concentration camps, the bickering among those in government with their own agenda (DeGaulle does not
come off well here) and the harsh realities of survival (everyone seems to be trying to make a deal). There is
lots that will resonate with what's going on in the world today, told in a powerful, haunting style.

Katherine says

I read the uncorrected proof. I really love the way Laura Elliott incorporates historical research into her
books. These snippets of life (a dog pulling a wagon, a boy peddling a bike to make electricity for a hair
salon, etc.) blend into the story and make it a learning experience as well as an enjoyable read.

This is the kind of sequel you always wish for but never get. Elliott does a wonderful job tying up loose ends
and giving an impression of the overall condition of France as WWII ends.

A must-read for fans of Under a War-Torn Sky.

Alexandra says

This was a great extension to Elliott's original story "Under A War-Town Sky." It was great to spend more
time with Henry, as well as go on another adventure with him. While overall I didn't think the story was
believable (meaning that I don't believe Henry could have ever made the trip back), the events regarding the
main focus point of the story were believable. The people he encounters and most of the events made me
think they could potentially have happened to someone.

Again, Elliott inserted many facts about WWII into the story that I'm sure many readers had not be aware of
in the past. I know I learned a lot more about certain elements of the war that I was never taught in school or
read in previous books. her writing style remained fluid and easy to breeze through.

I enjoyed this story more than Under A War-Torn Sky because it tied up many lose ends. It answered a lot of
lingering questions I had, and I felt fulfilled after learning the answers. Some events I was really upset to see
occur, but at the same time, I expected them.

This is certainly a book I will read again in the future!

penelopewanders says

This is the sequel to Under a War-torn Sky which I have taught in the past and am again using with an EFL
class with the theme of WWII. The students have appreciated that book in the past, and when ordering it, I
saw there was a sequel and decided to check it out. This picks up shortly after the previous one ends, and is a
very interesting look at France in the immediate post-war period. Not for the faint of heart, the descriptions
of the retributions and revenge are probably nonetheless still toned down. The book offers what I felt was a
quite accurate analysis of the in-fighting between the various groups at the end of the war, and how eyes
were closed on the misdeeds of collaborators and worse, when it was felt those persons could forward a
political position. This also evokes the subject of post-traumatic stress disorder, a theme often overlooked in
the case of WWII vets. As some of the students in my current class are quite young, I'm not sure I would use



this with them, but might find this of value with an older class.


