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Political radical John Wright is plotting an act of mass destruction — and federal agent John Graves has him
under surveillance, trying to figure out what the plot is.

When a government computer is hacked and a high-security shipment of nerve gas gets hijacked, Graves
puts the pieces together — but can he stop Wright from unleashing his weapon before it kills a million people
... including the President of the United States?
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it'chy says

reads like awake-up call

Skyelr says

This book was an exciting read and kept my attention the whole time. It wasn't as good as some of Crichton's
othersbut | still enjoyed it.

Adam says

Fast, easy, fun, and masculine to a ludicrous degree. So, pretty much exactly what you want when you pick
up apulp novel to read over the summer break. It was cool getting to read aMichael Crichton book from
before he was THE Michael Crichton. Kind of feels like watching batting practice at a major league
ballgame, or showing up to the symphony early and hearing all the instruments get tuned up.

Something that did surprise me about this book that setsit apart from most other pulp novels. absolutely no
sex. Not even the suggestion of any. Honestly, I'm not even sure who the naked lady on the cover of the book
is supposed to be. There's redlly only one female character in the entire novel, and to say she's disposable
would be putting it nicely. The book fails the Bechdel test miserably - not only do two women characters not
talk to each other about something other than a man, but two women characters don't appear at all. There's
only one, and she talks to some men... about another man.

Overall, though, you can't complain too much. Reading this book is like getting on arickety old roller
coaster at atraveling carnival. If you have agood time and the entire thing doesn't fall apart by the end,

you're happy.

Al Young says

Thisis one of the novellas Crichton wrote as he put himself through med school. Obviously, thisis of
interest to more of afew people, so it's been reprinted a few times. In fact, one recent cover of this book
makes it ook like something out of Chandler/Ellroy/Sin City pulp fiction (which it isn't even close to).

That said, it issome of Crichton's early work as a pulp writer. That seems contradictory, maybe oxymoronic,
but Pulp Crichton is actually exactly what you think it might be. It's pulp but it has to be al science-y.

It's a short 200-ish page book about a potential bombing of the 1972 GOP Convention (which was planned
for San Diego). Crichton hasto give it achemisty spin and the 'this could actually happen any day now'
hysteria at the beginning and end of the book is a nice pulp touch.



If he had written this in the 90s, he probably would have fleshed this out to a 600-page monster and its film
would have been amega hit. Since Crichton's career wasn't quite there yet, it'saquick and dirty story of a cat
and mouse between a flawed cop and a genius criminal mastermind.

Nothing here life-changing, but for a quick cheap (99 cent ebook) read, it is quite afine timekiller

Trent says

Grade: B- ...John Lange (an early psuedonym used by Michael Crichton)wrties arather ho-hum novel in
Binary. The most interesting thing is reading this book as atime capsule of cutting edge computer
technology circa 1972.

Alan Vecchio says

This could of been agood thriller if the author (John Lange aka Michael Crichton) had not made his main
characters so dense, gullible and down right stupid. These "heroes' are supposed to be highly trained
intelligence officers but, throughout the book, they can't figure out the simplest clues that are staring themin
the face.

GeorgeK. says

AT? TNV TEAELTA 20 POP? TIOL O 2BACA K?1o10 BIBA?0 Tov M2AKA KpATov TI?pacav TV W aTr? dUo
XPVIa KAl N aA?0eia eval 2Tt pou 2AetPe Atyki. B?Bata €07 ?X0UUE VO KVOUHE LAV TAT
HLBLOT?pNa TIOL paPe 0 KPATOV PE TO PeUdVUUO T{ov Aavtl, 2TavV OKUA OTI0?00{E KOl OgV
E?XE OPX?0€El TNV MEY?AN KAPI 2P0 TOU WG OLYYPOP?0C, OTI?TE OV A ZUE VA TOV KAOTIK? KpATOV.
Me 10 PeudVLHO AUT? YPAPE CUVOAIK? OXT? BIBA?A, TTVW-K?TW TNE 2D10¢ Al aBNTIK?G KAl

TIOI 2TNTAC, T OTID?0 AV2KOUV TA?0V OTNV TPOUEP? OEIP? TRATI HLBIoTOPNU?twy Hard Case Crime. To
2013 e?xa dtaB?oel ‘vVa 2AN0 BiIA?0 Tou TIov Apage we Tov Aavtd, TO HOVASIK? TOL U7AAOV TIOU
KUKAOQ?PNOE oTa EAANVIK?, LE TOV T?TA0 "TTAWT? @p?petpo” (Grave Descent GTO TPWI ?TLT), VA
TIOA? KOA? TEPITETEI 7DEC Op7AEP OA? T(AUC MTIOVT.

Mwg ?Xel N 1OTOP?0: VoG TOAITIK? pI{OOTINOTIK?C KO 0KPOA 270G T210¢, ov2uati John Wright,
ETOLUZLEl PO PN HO{IK?C KATOOTPOY?E, TIOL OVORVETAL VO TANZEEL TNV TTPAN TOL 20V NTIAKO,
1oL YVETOIL N CLVESP?AOT TOL K2UUATOC TWV PETOLUTAIK VWV, UE TIIPOL G20 TOU 2310V TOU
TPO?0pouL Twv HIMA. O opooTovdl oKk 2¢ TpKTopa g John Graves T paKOAOLBE? Via KAIP? TIC KIV?OEIG
T0L Wright, Xwp?¢ 2UwC va 2XEl K?TI XEIPOTIAOT?. ZUWC LA TO XOK?PLOMO EV?C KUPBEPVNTIKO?
UTIOAOVIOT?, LIO 1 KAOTT? EV?2C TPOUEP? BaVATNP?POL AEPTOL KAl APKETV KIAV TNACTIKO?
EKPNKTIKO?, ENVAI KOUU?TIO TIOL OV EVWOOV ONIOLPYOV TNV OAOKANPWUN EIKVA JIAG
OLVWUOC?0C. 7UwC 0 GravesKal ol 01 2popol PANOI TIP?KTOPEC KOl 0OTUVOUIKO?, 2X0UV VA KV0LV
L0V TPAYUOTIK? 1810QU? EYKANMAT?0. O Xpvo¢ T ?(El, ev? PA01 TIP?TEL VA TN 7§00V TO TIIXV 20!
Tou Wright...



?XOUUE VO KVOUUE PE VO KAOOIK? TEPITETEI 720G BP?AEP, YEU?TO dP?0T), EKTAEELC, OYwWV 20 KAl
ATOON, N ATU?0@a1PA TOL OTIO?0L BUU?LEl TOA? TEPITETEI 201 TAIV?EC TNC OEKAET?0 G TOL '70, 206X
Kal Tou '80. E, Kal aut? €val K?Tl TIoL HOL ap?0€l TIOA?, LIOC KOl ONAVW @AV T?T010U £200U¢
BIBAZwV KAl TAIVIV. Z2y0Upa TOIOTIK? 200¢ VA LNV ETVEL PANd BIA?0 Tov Kp2Tov, TIOL €Al TiO
HEY?AO O UVEBOC, LE TEPIOC?TEPEC TANPOPOP?EC KA OVAA?CEIC, AAA? GOV 1OTOP?0 OV PANKE
TOA? KOA?, ypYOPN KAl XWP?¢ TEPITT?C AETITOU?PEIEC, 2TIOG TP?TEL VO €L V0 0WoT? TIATTOp?AEp.
H ypa@? atiA? Kal KATovonTt?, KE PAEC TIC AT PA 2TNTEC TEPIYPAP?C TV dlAQ?PLV OKNVIKY, KAB?¢
KOl JE PEOAIOTIKO?C ALOAYOUC. O1 XOPOKT?PEC XWP?C B200¢, AAA? KVOLV TNV dOVAEI? TOUC. MEVIK?
gL Va BIBA?0 TOU TO ELXAPIOT?ONKA T?00, 200 AV TO A B0 OTA EAANVIK?. Agv ouvVTNOO
OUOKOA?EC KA1 OV VNKE GAV YO TOA? KOA? KOl PUXOYWYIK? €€70KNOT TV OYYAIK pou. To
K20 ayoupo €Al 2Tl Ba TpounBeuT? Kal Ba dlaB?0w Katl 2AANa BIBA?a tov "Tlov Aavtl".

K andice says

This book was obviously well researched just like all of Crichton's books. | always find that thrilling,
especially when it's about something dangerous, like explosives and nerve gasin thistitle. The low stars are
not for that, nor are they due to the pacing. Thiswas a perfect title for Hard Case Crime, thrilling and told at
breakneck speed. The low stars are for lack of depth.

Crichton isn't known for creating characters. It's the situation of histales that really grab the reader. Often
that's enough to make me overlook the lack of characterization, but here it simply wasn't. We don't get to

know anyone in this book despite having access to a personality profilel

I would recommend this as an airplane or beach read, but that's about it.

Mars says

Y ou see that naked woman on the cover? What the bloody f$%" is that about? There is one hooker being
interviewed, for agrand total of maybe a quarter of a page, and she provides no useful info whatsoever.

It's not terrible, but if it wasn't quite so cringe- and facepal m-inducing, it would have fared much, much
better.

(if you know that a super-smart dude has acquired a considerable quantity of [deadly stuff] and avariety of
[unusual supplies], of *course* the rational approach isto not pick him up immediately but to play mind-
games with him)

Scott says

A fast-paced thriller that barrels right on from the start without any extra stuff. | don't usually like novels that
could easily be made into movies, | prefer more depth and devel opment, but Crichton keeps you on the edge
of your seat wanting to see what will happen next, how the detective will solve the puzzle.



Adrian McCarthy says

A straightforward thriller with alittle touch of Crichton-esque techy complication thrown in. A very fast
read. Not much in the way of characters, which seemstypical for Crichton. (I'm not sure why one of the
editions shows awoman on the cover. None of the characters in the story are women; there are only a couple
small references to the sexual conquests of one of the men.)

Even though this was written in the early '70s, it has some interesting connections to today. John Graves, the
hero, has reluctantly switched from foreign to domestic intelligence and has reservations about spying on
U.S. citizens. After viewing the table of contents for a dossier on his current surveillance target:

Graves stared at the categories with some distaste. It was disturbing that the government should
have so much information on a private individual--particularly one who had committed no
crimina act at any time.

We should pool some money and send everyone in the NSA a copy.

John says

One of Michael Crichton's very first efforts (which he wrote under a pen name), BINARY isavery mediocre
novel, but still pretty amazing considering how young Crichton was when he wrote it. Crichton would later
useit asthe basisfor his directorial debut, a1972 TV movie caled PURSUIT. It's the story of two brilliant
men, a government agent and a cold-blooded terrorist, who see each other as long-sought-out adversaries and
can't resist playing a series of mind games with each other. The fate of Las Angeles, aswell as that of the
entire Republican party, lie in the balance.

To say that Crichton hadn't yet perfected his art when he wrote this would be a gross understatement. The
writing is extremely flat throughout--except for the technical bits which he seems to have particularly
relished. Even at that age, the man was a voracious researcher. He was also way ahead of histime, even from
the very beginning of his career, and BINARY's themes of terrorism, chemical warfare, political instability,
and an American government distrustful of its own people seem ripped out of today's headlines. Despite a
rather unpromising beginning, BINARY's last couple of chapters generate a surprising amount of tension,
and, at only a couple hundred pages (most of which is dialog), the book never really gives you a chanceto
become bored with it.

Mark says

Not abad book, fairly loose plot, page turner but nothing in depth to really engage the brain. Written in 1972
so to read it now has some unintentional funny moments - like when they are trying to discuss the easiest and
quickest way to send information. Our MC is forced to go to the police station (he is on the force) to receive
his fax from the photo copier........ email anyone?



The book is all about afast paced plot, leaving out any deep descriptions of people or places, if to compare it
isalittle like reading an Alistair Maclean. The plot is set early after a couple of initial major thefts. Then we
settle into the 'middle story' to find out the background of the thieves and their reasons behind the intended
finale. Naturally there is an attempted assassination of the President involved.

The ending builds to a climax that is defeated alittle too easily and we all go home safe and happy. | would
say that it is best kept in mind that thisis an early "starting out” work by the guy who went on to write
Jurassic Park and Congo amongst others. Still a decent read to pass the time without really having to
concentrate hard.

Ralph says

In the scheme of things, "Binary" was Michael Crichton's 11th book (8th under the Lange pen-name) and yet
it has the feel of being much less developed, not just in plot and characterization, but in execution as well.
Perhaps the author felt abit ill at ease in writing a purely political/spy thriller, or having to rely on a
unbelievable politically conservative lunatic for avillain, or countering the villain with the fiction of a
competent civil servant. Or maybe he just couldn't work up any enthusiasm about saving Republicans.

The book is set in San Diego, in 1972, when the Republican National Convention was supposed to have been
held in San Diego. The RNC eventually abandoned San Diego for reasons sillier than the ones that led it to
choose the town in the first place--the residents themselves were mostly apathetic about the whole thing, but
for decades after it was possible to buy all sorts of souvenirs commemorating the "convention that never
happened" at athrift store in nearby Otay; at the beginning of the book, the author mentions that he
"preferred not to follow the convention to Miami Beach," perhaps another indication that he only wrote the
book to use a binary chemical as aplot device, since al he would have had to do was change the name of the
town--his depiction of San Diego was flawed with inaccuracies and mistakes.

And yet for al the problems experienced by "Binary," it is still well written, with flashes of brilliance. Itis
tightly plotted, and the idea at the center of the novel, that it would be comparatively easy to steal chemical
weapons from the government, is strong enough to carry the weight of anovel. The actionisabit forced at
times, but the suspense is well maintained, slipping only when Crichton is preoccupied with lampooning
government bureaucracy. al in all, "Binary" is adiverting novel, but probably not one that will have great
endurance.

Andrew says

Thisisafun page turning thriller - yesits says John Lange and yes its a pseudonym for Michael Crichton - in
fact there are several other books written under this pseudonym but thats for another day.

Thisbook is afast pace thriller - a case of catch them if they can (in time). Y es the story sacrifices pace over
depth and as such you feel that characters are never really properly fleshed out which is a shame since there
are hints of amore deeper physiological cat and mouse battle forming between the two main protagonists.

Also the book is dated - the reference to the technology really does date the story and how the information
was obtained in the first place - however and thisis the scary part - it would not take much to update for the



modern day and the some of the concepts presented here are scarily possible in fact even more so today.

Assuch thisisagreat example of the story telling ability that Michael Crichton had as such if you want a
book to while away afew hours there are many you could do worse with than read this although | will be the
first to admit he has written alot better thrillers than this,




