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After recovering from their mauling during the battle with The Pariah, Doyle and his companions are back in
the hunt. A daemonic child-killer is on the loose, leaving dozens of shattered lives in its wake. Following the
trail of supernatural destruction, they soon cross paths with a secretive warrior lying in wait for her most
hated enemy. Can Doyle and Briar trust her?
Or will her thirst for vengeance see them all dead?
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From Reader Review CrossBack for online ebook

Erik Nelson says

Not only are Paul Proffet’s writing talents back but so are his main characters from “CrossOver” Len Doyle
and Briar. In the first book, Len helped Briar with a curse she had and now in “CrossBack” they’re a team
who fight off the different kinds of evil; supernatural or normal (normal meaning murderers as opposed to
demons). The main focus of this book is a child killer who maybe a regular human or possibly an evil god.
As Len and Briar try to track down the killer, they meet up with Heika and Conrad who assist them in
finding the killer. But does one of them have a dark side of their own? Will that dark side provide a small
bump in the road of catching and killing off the killer or will it provide deadly chaos to everyone including
more children?
In “CrossOver” Len and Briar didn’t become a real team until the book was almost half way over. Still, they
were able to prove themselves as a great crime fighting or supernatural fighting team. In “CrossBack”, Paul
Proffet provided a whole story dedicated to showing just how passionate they are at what they do. Of course,
not everyone is perfect and they do show their weaknesses as they did in “CrossOver”. This sequel is what I
always want to see in sequels; the original main characters with some new ones but in a different setting and
with a plot that is sort of similar to the original. Len and Briar did change a bit from how they were in the
original story but they still maintained their true personalities. I hope that Paul Proffet is working on a third
installment of the “Cross” series.

Lanko says

After 2 months I returned to the tale of Doyle and Briar.

The gang now acts kinda like an "exorcist unit" helping people with the same problems Briar had. In the
other plane, things are getting epic proportions.
The graphical violence remains great. There are also swearing angels, here called Hangelika, which is a
pretty cool name.

The main problem for me was that there are too many characters and this is a short book and they don't get
fleshed out.
In the first book, Doyle and Briar are joined by three more people. Then there were the russian mob (that
doesn't appear here), the main demon, the tutors, three whole factions, Crommerty and a rogue operative. All
of them return, and even more characters join: another girl with mystical powers, her parents, three angels,
an human husband to one of the angels, two more demons, the Allfather himself and even people who died in
the previous book.
It's just too much for such short space as nobody really has a distinctive voice.

The first book had a lot of tension, as Doyle/Briar were discovering their powers and fighting demons and
the russian mafia at the same time. The tension pretty much disappears in this book, as the action takes a lot
of time to happen, and the first demon dies without any danger to anyone. Someone dies, but we barely knew
who he was anyway.
Only by the second battle at the end of the book we get some tension, and a side character (Heika) steals the
spotlight.
It's ok that actually the main characters aren't all powerful and need the help of others, but it wasn't



satisfying.

I think the book should have focused more on Doyle/Briar, as they were the main selling points of the books.
Mafioso cold killer meets girl who can see the future and is tormented by demons.
We don't know why Doyle was working for the mafia for most of his life, how was Briar's life prior to
meeting him, why Doyle and gang are playing Ghostbusters, or even how they are sustaining themselves
while doing it, as they don't appear to get paid and nobody seems to work.
Also, Doyle can now manifest his powers in the real world as well and we don't get to know how exactly that
happened.

As for some distractions, some incorrect words, mainly the "plains of existence" or the "human plain". This
also happens in the first book, and I'm pretty sure the author means "planes of existence". Another distraction
is the excessive use of dialogue tags, even when there are only two people talking and we know who is who.

And as the scale of the conflict is increasing, even more characters will appear, but I would have preferred
more focus on the main ones, as the cast is already pretty big and most barely have proper page time.

John says

Review available on IndieReader.


