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With the many models of worship available, choosing a style to worship God can be a bit overwhelming. Is it
better to go with traditional or contemporary models? Christians may find themselves asking how early
believers worshiped and whether they can provide insight into how we should praise God today.
Rooted in historical models and patristic church studies, Ancient-Future Worship examines how early
Christian worship models can be applied to the postmodern church. Pastors and church leaders, as well as
younger evangelical and emerging church groups, will find this last book in the respected Ancient-Future
series an invaluable resource for authentic worship.
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From Reader Review Ancient-Future Worship for online ebook

Josh Welker says

I had mixed feelings on this one. Overall, a good book that does a great job of describing the narrative of
Christian history. It also gives a very good account of Christus Victor atonement. Webber's thesis is that
something has been lost by Western churches after the ancient era.

On the other hand, I found Webber to be somewhat condescending and parochial. According to Webber, the
Eastern Orthodox churches are the only ones that "get it right," and he is very dismissive of modern western
churches, especially Catholicism.

Probably the biggest issue I had with the book is that Webber's model of Christian life and worship was that
Webber's divine narrative of Christian history had very little to do with the life and ministry of Christ.
Webber does great justice to the Incarnation and Resurrection, but he basically ignores the life of Christ. This
manifests itself in a model of Christianity that is completely absorbed in remembering the past to the neglect
of the transformation of the world in the present. One of the great strengths of Christus Victor atonement in
my opinion is that it lays a theological foundation for the redemption and transformation of the world and the
self. Webber's idea of transformation was eschatological, something that we should anticipate and praise God
for but not actually do anything about. As much as I loved Webber's narrative conception of worship in the
Church, I got an image of a Church facing in on itself and trapped inside its own four walls. Webber has a
great appreciation for God's activity in the past, but he does not show much concern for God's activity in the
present.

The book's title is perhaps a little too telling. It is concerned about the past and the future but not the now.

David says

Solid book. not perfect, but lots of good wisdom for church leaders and it points out much of the empty
worship we see in the western church today.

Dean P. says

In his final work (published posthumously), Dr. Webber delves into the understanding of worship and church
held by the early church fathers. He examines writings by Irenaeus, Justin Martyr, and others to show where
he believes modern, post-Enlightenment forms of church and worship have failed.

Webber has a light, fresh writing style that does not lack in content but is a very easy read. It is written for
both the everyday layman as well as the ordained minister with an academic foundation. Either way, I think
Webber's Ancient-Future Worship is an important, relevant read for Christians across the spectrum of
denominations and doctrines.



Cameron Combs says

This book was incredibly pithy and insightful. It is rare to come upon a book that contains such serious and
deep theology but is expressed in practical and plain language. Webber’s book is a treasure. I plan on
handing out copies to any who will read.

Rosemary says

For traditions (like the Anglican) that never lost the ancient traditions, this book does not have much to offer.
It critiques both shallow contemporary worship and tired, stagnant worship. Let's hope we can all work to
invigorate worship as, in the author's words, "doing God's story."

Kelsey says

This book provides a solid framework for how worship "does God's story." As someone who works at a
church and whose responsibility it is to plan worship services, I had to overcome a tendency toward
defensiveness with Webber's overall opinion of the contemporary church. I did, however, appreciate his
focus on the church as a whole, and also on the world in a culture that has given too much attention to the
individual, individual experiences, and consumerism. I felt that Webber had a bias toward "high" church
settings where liturgies are formal and very traditional, and a bias against more contemporary settings. While
I do not agree with such a disparity (as both settings can get it wrong and both can be on the right track), I do
agree with Webber's assertion that biblical worship is all about God's story of creation-incarnation-re-
creation and affects all parts of worship- the Word and Table, prayer, song, etc. Whether high church, low
church, or somewhere in between, it is vitally important to remember that worship publicly enacts God's
narrative and is shaped by God's story in every way.

Nate says

Webber's the person any young or old evangelical needs to read who is interested in a Christianity that is
rooted in the early church's faith and practice, but also ready for the challenges of our present time. Before
you convert to Orthodoxy, Catholicism, Anglicanism, or Confessional Lutheranism, read his Ancient-Future
series.

Ancient-Future Worship emphasizes God's story as the basis for worship. It's about us connecting to the
narrative of what God is doing in the world through word, song, eucharist, and community. We embody
God's story, we celebrate it through the Christian year, we remember and reenact it through communion, we
sing it and proclaim it through songs and scripture readings.

It is so basic, but at the same time so revolutionary. Basic in that its simplicity helps the Bible and Christian
history and theology make sense. Revolutionary in that a recovery of true worship and not one-sided "me-
therapy" evangelicalism can bring us back to a more biblical and coherent perspective of how to approach
God as a community of believers who confess Christ as Lord.



Daniel Markin says

Webber is a gem. His chapter on the Eucharist is worth the price of the book.

Martijn Vsho says

This book brings readers back to the early church's definition of worship: worship does God's story; it
remembers what he has done in the past and anticipates what he will do in the future.
I love this definition of worship. It really expands the way I perceive worship and my life. My life can join
God in his story, whether that is through work, school, ministry, relationships, or music.
However, I gave this book 3 stars because I disagreed with a lot of his arguments and conclusions.
Nonetheless, it is still an interesting book that brings the reader back to what ancient worship was like.
God invites us all to join his narrative. We just need to accept his invitation and join him in redeeming the
world.

Nicole says

3 and a half, didn't finish the book entirely, skipped around a bit here and there depending on the section. But
overall, I like what I had read. Though there were some parts that I still need to flesh out.

Michael Romans says

A wonderful primer

Weber does a wonderful job of starting the reader on a journey to recapturing their place in the story of God.
Worship is not about singing or preaching or even the table. Rather worship is about God. Our singing,
proclaiming and Eucharist all remember what God has done, point to what God is doing in the world, and to
what God will do ultimately when His kingdom is fully consummated.

If you want a look into what it might be like to come back to a worship that isn't about "me" but about God
this is a wonderful place to start.

Andrew Fox says

I would take our congregation on a journey to rediscover the narrative of God not just through the
incarnation, life, ministry, death, resurrection, ascension and coming again of Jesus, but through the greater
narrative that threads its way throughout scripture to include all creation. This is the context of our worship
where the incomprehensible and invisible Father is communicated through the comprehensible and visible
world. As Webber clearly states, this centers around the Word and Table that church history reveals as two



points of contention. My own British culture (where the Table is celebrated every week) adds an opposite
vantage point to the Table celebrated in the American context, where it may only be celebrated 3 times a
year. Every Sunday should be a time to gather together around the Table not as something we do, or simply
remember the work of Jesus, but to realize that we are in the narrative of God from before the Garden of
Eden through to the hope that Jesus will return for us in person.

Convenience and manpower may be the reason the Table is not celebrated in the American context, fueling
the negative fact that the full story of God is being lost. Added to this is the drive for therapeutic sermons,
tips and techniques for living with principles for personal success. The two extremes of objective and
subjective sermons fail to connect the reader, preacher, teacher and congregation to participate in an ongoing
narrative where the end-game is assured. We are left to our own analysis of spiritual life according to our
personal success! How can the story of God be totally objective (worship towards something or someone)
without it being subjective (how worship transforms me)? And how can this wonderful story be totally
subjective without the objective who is Jesus? Word and Table have been argued and fought over with the
Early Church Fathers and refined through Reformation but disemboweled by our present culture.

To rediscover the narrative of God will dramatically transform the way we do church on a Sunday. It will
challenge the programs we offer from nursery through senior ministries. It will question the church board
and where money is spent and change the direction of property and building projects. To enact the narrative
of God every Sunday through the songs we sing, the Bible that is read and preached, and the Table will not
challenge our professionalism, but control the man-management of it. We will not be standing over the Bible
questioning it, but living within its narrative with Abraham, Isaac and Jacob from the Old Testament with
Peter, James and John from the New Testament. The journey of rediscovery may need new leadership or
redefined leadership - either way it is the leadership that must experience transformation first.

How would I summarize this to a friend? I am assuming in this case that the friend does not come to church
but is curious about what happens. I would tell him that in a local church you can observe the enactment of
the whole Christian story from the songs we sing, the Bible that is read and preached, to the Table and prayer
among the group of believers. There would be a transcendent sense of `something greater than myself'
happening not just a re-telling. It would rise above culture and tradition to participation with Jesus' Spirit
telling of the past, present and future. The `telling' would be the goodness and relentless faithfulness of God
in what he has done for us, is doing for us and will do for us. The emphasis is not just `us' (the subjective)
but `God' himself (the objective). I would tell my friend that remembrance and anticipation are part of the
Christian practice. Although Jesus is our Savior who has completed the work of Salvation for us, he
continues to work as the Mediator of his completed work in our lives. This is where remembering and
anticipation come together so the church is not a museum of `what happened' but `what continues to happen'
in the lives of humanity. We remember that what God has already done for us we cannot do for ourselves.
He has done this in the person of Jesus his son. This wonderful salvation does not just affect humanity but all
creation.

This would be most tangible around the Table where the bread and wine do not simply remind us of the
perfect body of Jesus that was crucified, buried, raised and coming again, but the whole story of God that
includes the incarnation where Jesus became a human in every sense. He was utterly dependent upon the
Spirit's work within him with no supernatural advantage that is not available to us after the Day of Pentecost.
In the two symbols of bread and wine remembering includes all creation that eagerly awaits the return of
Jesus to be made new. This means we anticipate Jesus to return not just for us but for a new heaven and
earth. Although this is something I would tell my friend, I would also remind him that we are still
rediscovering this fact of God's narrative and therefore tend to perform like actors for an audience who give
money if they are pleased, paying for another act the following Sunday. I would strongly emphasize that



what several cultures have dissected takes a generation to restore like the historical Reformers.

All this should build a rich God-human relationship and transform human relationships. The simple act of
serving `others' at the Table and participating in songs that sing out the narrative with `others' demonstrates
the anticipation of every tribe, nation and language together with Jesus before the Father. This is not
politically framed or organized to make a point. In taking the bread and wine as symbols of God's wonderful
story, it transcends color, culture, gender and generation. It is one loaf we receive from as Jesus is one
Savior. This is a supernatural experience whose only reference point within humanity would be the stroke of
midnight between December 31st and January 1st 1999-2000. As the midnight moment struck across each
time-zone people of mixed cultures and traditions combined in a world celebration around a new
millennium. The failure in this reference is that it can only be experienced once every one thousand years
eliminating multitudes from participation. Another failure would be the temporary theme that `went' as fast
as it `came' but did not remain. We can remember it but anticipate nothing more. Therefore the relationships
forged through this momentous occasion quickly dispersed back to what they formally were. The Table does
not allow for this (as long as it is truly practiced) and the central theme of the Word (Jesus) does not exclude
but includes and embraces. Again, as long as the Word is truly read and preached with the practice of the
Table, the focus and theme is not `us' but the narrative of God. He became, has become, and continues to
become the root of all God-human relationships through the lens of worship as we read and hear the Word
whilst celebrating the Table.

Jacob Aitken says

This is the first Webber book I have read. I was originally uncomfortable with his ideas (about five years
ago) but having recently been dismayed with all modernist Christianities (be they liberal, Evangelical, or
some Reformed), and given a recent interest in Patristic thought, I decided to give this book a chance.

Webber defines "ancient-future" worship as "publically enacting God's narrative." The worshipping church
tells God's narrative, which Webber carefully defines, following the Eastern tradition, as "Creation-
Incarnation-Recreation." Given this, an ancient-future church will proclaim God's Scriptures as "true," but
not merely in the Enlightenment style of "proving the Bible."

Ancient-future worship will climax in the Eucharist. Don't worry, he isn't advocating Roman
transubstantiations. His "Word and Table" model, in my humble opinion, is the best I have ever seen. The
Eucharist tells the story of the Incarnate, who while being in the womb of the Virgin, united humanity to his
nature so that he may redeem humanity and the world. The bread and wine symbolize the life of the world;
the life being given to the world. Christ is really present. The Patristics, contra the moderns (be they
conservative or liberal), saw the reality inherent in a sign.

Conclusion:
I don't have any cons with this book. It is very easy to read and flows very well. Webber cuts across the so-
called "worship wars." He notes how staid traditionalism and silly happy-clappyism easily tend toward
idolatry and man-worship. An ancient-future model provides a glorious alternative.



Nicholas Varady-szabo says

An interesting discussion on what is true christian worship, and what evangelicals can learn from the ancient
church fathers, and the Eastern church.

Ryan Dufoe says

As a Christian raised in the west who has committed to minister and lead worship at his local church, this
book really stretched, inspired, and challenged me. It deals with the overarching story of God through history
and calls in to reflection every aspect of our Worship services today. Webber's book helps you see worship
in the Church within the historical practice as well as today's, and I'm forever grateful for the journey.


