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From New York Times–bestselling author Philip Kerr, the much-anticipated return of Bernie Gunther
in a series hailed by Malcolm Forbes as “the best crime novels around today.”

A beautiful actress, a rising star of the giant German film company UFA, now controlled by the Propaganda
Ministry. The very clever, very dangerous Propaganda Minister—close confidant of Hitler, an ambitious
schemer and flagrant libertine. And Bernie Gunther, former Berlin homicide bull, now forced to do favors
for Joseph Goebbels at the Propaganda Minister’s command.

This time, the favor is personal. And this time, nothing is what it seems.

Set down amid the killing fields of Ustashe-controlled Croatia, Bernie finds himself in a world of mindless
brutality where everyone has a hidden agenda. Perfect territory for a true cynic whose instinct is to trust no
one.
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From Reader Review The Lady from Zagreb for online ebook

Mark says

The tenth Bernie Gunther novel and he falls in love. Like all us mortal man he falls for a beautiful movie star
and in doing so is shooting among Goebbels pigeons.
Another brilliantly written novel in which we see through Gunther's eyes the face of evil during WWII.
Gunther not being a Nazi is a survivor in Nazi Germany 1942-43, he does questionable things while he is
asked to employ his skills as a detective and an independent character after the madness of Katyn in
Poland/Russia he ends up in the nations that after WWII made up Yugoslavia on a mission that makes him
question humanity and humans. This books hops along in small parts that find their glue at the end of the
novel. By then you share Gunther's look upon a WWII madness that does give mankind a really bad
reputation. The evil that man is capable of is not something special, all are capable of doing so some are just
more gifted.

At times you find Bernie Gunther a bit unsympathetic in his stances and approach to the situations he ends
up in. But then looking at the bigger picture you realize that these times nobody did end up looking &
smelling of roses.

Kerr does paint a dark picture of the often glamorised WWII war circus, the insight he gives in the horrors of
war should be made to read to everyone and explain at the same time that we as humans are still capable of
insensitive behaviour on a scale that is perhaps not as large as that of the Nazis but we are capable of
ignoring it just as good.

I hope Mr Kerr does write a few more novels with Gunther headlining as there is still a lot to be told of that
era of darkness and its consequences. There will be most certainly be one more by the title of The other side
of silence.

I am certainly not reading anything about Nazis in my next book as they and their deeds freak the heck out of
me.

Yanper says

Η τριλογ?α του Βερολ?νου ?ταν, απ? τα καλ?τερα αστυνοµικ?. Αυτ? το βιβλ?ο δεν µ’
ενθουσ?ασε.Τα βιβλ?α του Kerr ?χουν συν?θως δ?ο πλευρ?ς την ιστορικ? και την αστυνοµικ?,
αλλ? σ’αυτ? η αστυνοµικ? ?ταν µ?λλον πολ? αδ?νατη και δεν θα το χαρακτ?ριζα καν αστυνοµικ?.
Κ?που ο συγγραφ?ας υπερβ?λει µε τον κυνισµ? και την αυθ?δεια του ?ρω? του. ?ποιος γνωρ?ζει
λ?γο τον γερµανικ? λα? ξ?ρει ?τι σ?βεται την π?σης φ?σεως ιεραρχ?α και σε καµµ?α περ?πτωση
δεν θα τολµο?σε κ?ποιος χαµηλ? στην ιεραρχ?α ν’ αντιµιλ?σει ? να κατακρ?νει τον ιεραρχικ?
αν?τερο, π?σο µ?λλον στην ναζιστικ? Γερµαν?α που για το παραµικρ? µπορο?σες να σταλε?ς σε
στρατ?πεδο συγκεντρ?σεως ? ακ?µη και να χ?σεις την ζω? σου. Και ?µως ο Μπ?ρνι δεν χ?νει την
ευκαιρ?α να κατακρ?νει τον ναζισµ? και να τον ειρωνευτε?, παρουσ?α υψηλ?βαθµων στελεχ?ν.
?λη αυτ? η υπερβολ? καταντ?ει κουραστικ? και ξεφε?γει απ? την πραγµατικ? κατ?σταση που
υπ?ρχε στην ναζιστικ? Γερµαν?α.



Hanneke says

The 10th Bernie and, once more, an excellent one. I really enjoyed it and was glad to find it much better than
the two previous Bernie's. I do not read many detectives, but will always read a Bernie Gunther. His
wisecracks are extremely cynical and very funny. Raymond Chandler comes close to it, but in my opinion
Kerr is even more witty. This one is set in Croatia and Switzerland in 1943. Pretty interesting to read what
happened in Yugoslavia at that time. Who was siding with the Nazi's or Italians. Croats, Bosnians and Serbs
were killing each other just as ferociously as in the beginning of the 1990's. Reading about it, you must
admire Tito in that he managed to unite all these groups who hated each other with great passion for such a
long time. I am relieved Kerr will write another Bernie to be published in 2016. Long live Bernie!

Susan says

This is the tenth mystery featuring Bernie Gunther and, having followed the series since the very first book,
“March Violets,” in 1989, I am always happy to read a new Gunther novel. Of course, the timeline in this
series skips about and previous books have taken us from 1934 to 1950. This particular book begins with
Bernie on the French Riviera in 1956; where watching a film starring “Germany’s Garbo,” Dalia Dresner,
causes him to look back on events in the summer of 1942. In fact, even within this one book, we begin in
1942 ,so after events in “Prague Fatale,” and then continue to events set after, “A Man Without Breath.”

It is 1942, and Bernie is in Berlin, working on the Murder Commission on Alexanderplatz. Arthur Nebe has
secured him a job with the War Crime Bureau, but first, of course, there is a little job that he would like
Bernie to do for him… After Heydrich’s assassination, Nebe has found himself as acting president of the
International Criminal Police Commission, and he wants to Gunther to give a talk on one of his famous
cases. Gunther’s speech giving brings him back in contact with the Reich Ministry of Propaganda, where his
speech is rewritten and, later in the book, back in contact with Goebbels. Much of the joy of any Gunther
book is in his sly and almost insolent humour and this novel certainly give him much to cast his jaundiced
eye on. Author Philip Kerr also resists the urge to dumb down to the reader and expects us to keep up with
the twists and turns of the plot and the characters which enter and re-enter the series – not only major
historical characters, but also those from earlier books. Indeed, this novel sees Gunther’s speech taking place
at the Wannsee villa where Herr Minoux, first seen in “March Violets,” used to live. Gunther is approached
on behalf of Minoux’s wife, who is looking for some evidence of wrong doing against those who are now
living in her previous home, to see whether she can reclaim it. As you can imagine, building a case against
the SS now using the premises might be easy enough, but implementing it a little more difficult. As well as
giving his speech, Gunther is asked to babysit two members of the Swiss Police and, of course, amongst
other events, there is a murder.

After events at the crime conference, we rejoin Gunther after the Katyn Forest Investigation, of “A Man
Without Breath,” when he is summoned again to the Ministry of Truth and Propaganda by Goebbels.
Goebbels wants Dalia Dresner to appear in his new film, but she refuses until she learns the whereabouts of
her missing father. During his mission to locate Dresner’s missing father and persuade her to become
Goebbels new leading lady, Gunther goes first to Croatia and, later, to Switzerland. During this fast paced
novel, Gunther is shocked by the casual violence and killing in Croatia (even considering the dreadful things
he has witnessed so far), where Serbs are routinely killed in concentration camps, finds links between events
at the beginning of the novel and those later in the story, has a case of mistaken identity, discovers plots, falls
in love and manages to outwit enough people to stay alive.



Although I do love the Bernie Gunther books very much, I do think this one suffered a little from all the plot
jumps. Considering what Gunther went through, even between the events in this novel, it is remarkable that
he made the deductions he did to solve the mystery which had happened over a year – and possibly what felt
like a lifetime – ago. However, Gunther is a well developed, and likeable, enough character that I can
overlook a little implausibility and even Gunther’s constant falling in love. This is a series where the joy is in
the central character and the believable historical background. Kerr makes wartime Berlin come alive and it
is always a pleasure to revisit his world. I was, therefore, delighted to read that he will be returning in 2016
and, even with my slight reservations about this novel, I know that I will read on.

The Bernie Gunther series so far consists of:
March Violets
The Pale Criminal
A German Requiem
The One From the Other
A Quiet Flame
If the Dead Rise Not
Field Gray
Prague Fatale
A Man Without Breath

Nikos Tsentemeidis says

Bernie Gunther απ? τους πιο συµπαθε?ς µου λογοτεχνικο?ς ?ρωες.

Η πρ?τη εµφ?νιση του τροµερο? ντετ?κτιβ ?γινε το 1989 µ?χρι το 1991, ?που γρ?φτηκε η περ?φηµη
τριλογ?α του Βερολ?νου, απ? τα καλ?τερα αστυνοµικ?. ?κτοτε για 15 χρ?νια δεν ε?χε συν?χεια
παρ? µ?νο το 2006. Το παρ?ν βιβλ?ο ?ταν το 10ο στη σειρ? και για µ?να το καλ?τερο µετ? την
τριλογ?α.

Με κρ?τησε σε ?λη τη δι?ρκεια σε αγων?α, κοµµ?τι ?χι απαρα?τητα δ?σκολο. Η πλοκ? του ?µως
?ταν συνεχ?ς σε αντ?θεση µε κ?ποια απ? τα προηγο?µενα βιβλ?α. ?πως π?ντα οι περιγραφ?ς του
Βερολ?νου, σε κ?νουν να θ?λεις να ζ?σεις στην υπ?ροχη αυτ? π?λη. Ενδιαφ?ρουσα και µεταφορ?
σκηνικο? σε Ζ?γκρεµπ και Γενε?η.

Πολ? ενδιαφ?ρουσες και χρ?σιµες οι ιστορικ?ς πληροφορ?ες, ?πως για την δρ?ση των Κροατ?ν
ναζ? (Ουστ?σι), για τους οπο?ους δεν γν?ριζα, καθ?ς και για τον ρ?λο του µουσουλµ?νου Μουφτ?
της περιοχ?ς στην ολοκλ?ρωση του σχεδ?ου εξ?ντωσης των Εβρα?ων.

Ο Philip Kerr, ?χει ακ?µα πολλ? να δ?σει στη σειρ? του Bernie Gunther. Ε?ναι µοναδικ?ς ο τρ?πος
γραφ?ς του και το ?τι δεν γρ?φει καθαρ? αστυνοµικ? λογοτεχν?α, αλλ? χρησιµοποιε? πρ?σωπα και
γεγον?τα ιστορικ?, τα οπο?α µε ενδιαφ?ρουν ιδιαιτ?ρως.



Vasilis Kalandaridis says

Ο Burnie ειναι ερωτευµ?νος,καψο?ρης,χτυπι?ται κυριολεκτικ? απ? τον νταλγκα για µια υπ?ροχη
γυνα?κα.Για χ?ρη της ειναι ?τοιµος για ολα,µ?χρι και να προδ?σει τις αρχ?ς του.Βασανιζεται για
την κακο?ργα αλλ? ενδοµυχα το ευχαριστι?ται,µαζ? του και µεις απολαµβ?νουµε το ταξ?δι σε
Ζαγκρεµπ Γενευη και φυσικ? Βερολ?νο.Ο Kerr µας αποδεικν?ει ?τι τα π?ντα στη ζω?
περιστρ?φονται γ?ρω απ? τη γυνα?κα,?χι πως δεν το ξ?ραµε φυσικ?.

Σωτ?ρης Αδαµαρ?τσος says

Τα βιβλ?α του Μπερνυ Γκουντερ ?χουν π?ντα δ?ο πλευρ?ς. Την αστυνοµικ? κι την ιστορικ?! Αυτ?
κ?νει τον ?ρωα πιο ρεαλιστικ? και πιο κυνικο, παντα! ?λλωστε σε µια χ?ρα ?πως η Γερµαν?α το
1943 ?που η ανθρ?πινη ζω? ?ταν κ?τι αµελητ?ο, η εγκληµατικ? πλευρ? της δεν χρει?ζεται µια
αστυνοµικ? ?ρευνα, πια! ?πως λ?ει κι ο ?διος ο Γκουντερ, ε?ναι γελο?ο να αναζητ?ς ?να φονι?, τον
δραστη εν?ς εγκλ?µατος σε µια χ?ρα ?που κυβερνουν εγκληµατ?ες! Αυτ? καταδεικνυει και την
ειρωνε?α του ?ρωα!
Για τα λοιπ? σας παραπ?µπω στην πολ? καλ? παρουσ?α του φ?λου Nick Tsente... :-)

Toni Osborne says

Book 10, in the Bernard Gunther series

After 10 books Bernard is still my favourite character. It might be that the first person narrative is by far my
preferred style. Bernie in his soft voice talks to you all through his adventure, a mission that takes him from
Berlin to Zurich, then to Zagreb and to the brutal killing field of Croatia.

The story begins in 1956 with Bernie reminiscing events of 1942 and 1943 and with his dreams he brings us
at the height of the war where he showcases his daily struggles to live in Germany during that time. Bernie a
former wise-cracking homicide detective who hates the Nazis is forced to run errands for the notorious
Joseph Goebbels and in this latest is tasked to convince a young actress, Dalia Dresner, a Switzerland
resident to return to Germany to star in a propaganda film. But things get personal between the two and
Bernie falls head over heels in love with the diva.

This is a stylish novel with an easy narrative and clever dialogue. I love Bernie he is a romantic figure that
doesn’t always behave heroically and his cruel sense of humour is what make this character compelling.
“The Lady from Zagreb” seamlessly blends lots of imagination with harsh historical events. It is quite a mix
of excitement, intrigue and murders. This novel contains priceless moments and the author has once again
treaded a fine line by incorporating in his mystery genre novel the ludicrous aspects of the Nazi regime.
Although this story moves at a slow pace and there are no real who-done-it moments and even less action
scenes it is nevertheless a tremendously enjoyable and thought provoking read.

Bernie will return in 2016 in “With the Other Side of Silence”



Chrissa Vasileiou says

?νας διαφορετικ?ς,αλλ? εξ?σου συναρπαστικ?ς Μπ?ρνι Γκο?ντερ! Αυτ? τη φορ?,ο συγγραφ?ας
δ?νει περισσ?τερη ?µφαση στον ?νθρωπο κι ?χι στον αστυνοµικ? επιθεωρητ? και στον αναγν?στη
την ευκαιρ?α να ρ?ξει µια µατι? στον εσωτερικ? του κ?σµο,στην συµπεριφορ? του ?ταν ερωτε?εται
και γ?νεται ευ?λωτος,?πως ?λοι µας.
Ο Μπ?ρνι,λοιπ?ν,ε?ναι ερωτευµ?νος! Και πρ?θυµος να ρισκ?ρει τα π?ντα για τη γυνα?κα που του
?χει π?ρει το µυαλ?! Πρ?θυµος να ταξιδ?ψει απ? την Κροατ?α ?ως την Ελβετ?α για χ?ρη της,χωρ?ς
να υπολογ?ζει τις δ?σκολες συνθ?κες του πολ?µου και τους κινδ?νους που µπορε? να κρ?βει ?να
τ?τοιο ταξ?δι. Γνωρ?ζει πως ?σως εκε?νη δεν αξ?ζει τον κ?πο,αλλ? τα ?σα ζει µαζ? της και
αισθ?νεται εκε?νος σ?γουρα ναι.

O Kerr αφ?νει κατ? µ?ρος την καθαρ? αστυνοµικ? πλοκ? και γρ?φει µια εξαιρετικ? ενδιαφ?ρουσα
ιστορ?α για το πολιτικ? και κοινωνικ? υπ?βαθρο εκε?νης της εποχ?ς. Οι θηριωδ?ες των Ναζ?, των
συµµ?χων τους αλλ? και των αντιπ?λων τους σκιαγραφο?νται µε οδυνηρ?ς λεπτοµ?ρειες,κι οι
περιγραφ?ς του Kerr ε?ναι αξιοζ?λευτες. ?νας ιστορικ?ς αφηγητ?ς δε θα ε?χε σχεδ?ν τ?ποτα να του
ζηλ?ψει! Η φρ?κη του πολ?µου ξεδιπλ?νεται σ' ?λη της την µακ?βρια µεγαλοπρ?πεια και,παρ?λο
που δεν υπολογ?ζεται ως αστυνοµικ? ?γκληµα,τα ?σα βλ?πει ο Γκο?ντερ µ?σα απ? τα µ?τια του
Kerr και το αντ?στροφο ε?ναι περισσ?τερο φριχτ? κι απ? το φριχτ?τερο ?γκληµα που ?χει
αντιµετωπ?σει ο επιθεωρητ?ς στην καρι?ρα του.

Προσωπικ? το λ?τρεψα! ?ταν τ?σο ?µορφα γραµµ?νο,τ?σο καλοδουλεµ?νη η πλοκ? του,που δεν µε
πε?ραξε καθ?λου που απουσ?αζε σχεδ?ν εντελ?ς το αστυνοµικ? στοιχε?ο της υπ?θεσης.
Απεναντ?ας,?σως αν ε?χα αυτ?ν τη φορ? να ψ?χνω κι ?ναν βασικ? ?νοχο επιπλ?ον,εκτ?ς απ' ?λα τα
?λλα,?σως να µην ε?χα την ευκαιρ?α να 'απολα?σω' τις πραγµατικ? συγκλονιστικ?ς περιγραφ?ς
των τοπ?ων, αλλ? και των εγκληµ?των πολ?µου,που ο δεξιοτ?χνης αυτ?ς της π?νας ?χει
συµπεριλ?βει στην 10η περιπ?τεια του Μπ?ρνι Γκο?ντερ.

Περισσ?τερη κριτικ? εδ?: Η γυνα?κα απ? το Ζ?γκρεµπ

Maria Bikaki says

Ε?µαι σ?γουρη ?τι τα τρ?α αστερ?κια ?σως και να σας φα?νονται λιγ?κι αυστηρ? δεδοµ?νης της
ποι?τητας του συγγραφ?α και του συν?λου του ?ργου του σας τα δικαιολογ? ?µως ευθε?ς αµ?σως.
Καταρχ?ν οφε?λω ?ναν εισαγωγικ? πρ?λογο στον οπο?ο πρ?πει για µια ακ?µα φορ? να δηλ?σω τον
απερι?ριστο θαυµασµ? µου στον συγγραφ?α Κερρ και ?χοντας πλ?ον διαβ?σει ?να σεβαστ? δε?γµα
της βιβλιογραφ?ας του µπορ? µε σιγουρι? πλ?ον να δηλ?σω ?τι κατ? την ταπειν? µου ?ποψη ε?ναι ο
κορυφα?ος στο χ?ρου του ιστορικο? νου?ρ µυθιστορ?µατος τον οπο?ο αξ?ζει να γνωρ?σετε και να
αγαπ?σετε. ?νας πραγµατικ? µετρ του ε?δους που ξ?ρει να πα?ζει στα δ?χτυλα µε εξαιρετικ?
µαεστρ?α και να υφα?νει µε ιδια?τερη λεπτ?τητα και ?ρευνα τις ιστορ?ες του που σε κρατο?ν
καθηλωµ?νο ως και την τελευτα?α σελ?δα. Στοιχε?α απ? τα παραπ?νω θα βρει κανε?ς και στη
γυνα?κα απ? το Ζ?γκρεµπ. Ε?ναι ?λλωστε εκπληκτικ? απ? µ?νο του το γεγον?ς ?τι φτ?σαµε πλ?ον
αισ?ως στην δ?κατη ιστορ?α του αγαπηµ?νου µας ?ρωα Μπ?ρνι Γκο?ντερ και ο ?ρωας µας ?χι
µ?νο δε φα?νεται να πλησι?ζει προς το λογοτεχνικ? του τ?λος αλλ? ?δη ετοιµ?ζεται η 11η



περιπ?τεια του. Κ?θε ιστορ?α διαβ?ζεται και ξεχωριστ? αλλ? αν σας ενδιαφ?ρει να γνωρ?σετε αυτ?
το σπουδαιο αστυνοµικ? ?ρωα θα σας πρ?τεινα να το κ?νετε απ? την αρχ? δεδοµ?νου ?τι αν
ξεκιν?σετε απ? τη γυνα?κα απ? το ζ?γκρεµπ δεν ε?µαι πολ? σ?γουρη ?τι θα µπε?τε απ?λυτα στο
πνε?µα και το ?θος του αγαπηµ?νου µας αστυνοµικο?.
?να ?λλο εξαιρετικ? στοιχε?ο στα βιβλ?α του Κερρ ε?ναι οι αστε?ρευτες και εξαιρετικ?ς γν?σεις
του σχετικ? µε τη ναζιστικ? Γερµαν?α την οπο?α και συν?θως χρησιµοποιε? ως πορτρα?το στα
?ργα του. Στο κοµµ?τι λοιπ?ν της µεταφορ?ς του κλ?µατος και των γεγον?των της εποχ?ς ο Κερρ
πραγµατικ? πα?ρνει ?ριστα δ?κα. Κατατοπιστικ?ς περιγραφ?ς ?που σαν αναγν?στες
µεταφερ?µαστε νοητ? στο Βερολ?νο µε επιπλ?ον αυτ? τη φορ? σταθµο?ς σε Ζ?γκρεµπ και Γενε?η
(Ελβετ?α). Πραγµατικ? ο Κερρ ε?ναι µεγ?λος µα?στρος στη µ?ξη ιστορικ?ν πραγµατικ?ν και
µυθιστορηµατικ?ν στοιχε?ων.Επ?σης ?να ακ?µα στοιχε?ο που λ?τρεψα στη γυνα?κα απ? το
Ζ?γκρεµπ ε?ναι η κατ? τη γν?µη µου προσωπικ? εξ?λιξη του ?ρωα µας ?που ξαφνικ? βλ?πουµε για
πρ?τη φορ? τον ερωτευµ?νο Μπ?ρνι στοιχε?ο που για µ?να τουλ?χιστον ?ταν αρκετ?
ιντριγκαδ?ρικο δεδοµ?νου της κυνικ?τητας και µοναχικ?τητας που επ?δειξε ο ηρωας σε
προηγουµ?νες ιστορ?ες.
Που ?ταν λοιπ?ν η καυτ? πατ?τα θα µε ρωτ?σετε γιατι καλ? µας τα λες ως τ?ρα. Χωρ?ς να θ?λω
λοιπ?ν να αποτρ?ψω καν?ναν απ? την αν?γνωση του δι?τι ακ?µα και το λιγ?τερο καλ? βιβλ?ο του
Κερρ θεωρε?ται εξαιρετικ? και ?ξιο αν?γνωσης θεωρ? ?τι αυτ? που σε προσωπικ? επ?πεδο απ?
πλευρ?ς ιστορ?ας και δηµιουργ?ας σασπ?νς και αγων?ας µε κρ?τησε λιγ?τερο. Μ?λιστα για να
ε?µαι απ?λυτα ειλικριν?ς και αυτ? που µου στ?ρησε τη δυνατ?τητα µιας µεγαλ?τερης ?σως
βαθµολογ?ας ?ταν ?τι δυσκολε?τηκα αρκετ? στο πρ?το µ?ρος του βιβλ?ου να ξεχωρ?σω και να
καταλ?βω ποιο ?ταν το κεντρικ? στ?ρυ το οπο?ο µ?λλον ?ργησε να αναπτυχθε? σε σχ?ση µε
προηγο?µενα βιβλ?α. Για να το θ?σω διαφορετικ? παρ?λο που και εδ? λ?τρεψα τον Μπ?ρνι και
θεωρ? ?τι υπ?ρχε εξ?λιξη στο χαρακτ?ρα του σαν standalone βιβλ?ο θα ?λεγα ?τι δε λειτο?ργησε για
µ?να στο βαθµ? που το περ?µενα, ?νιωσα ?να κ?ποιο πισωγ?ρισµα που µε ξ?νισε και δεν κ?λυψε
τις προσδοκ?ες µου στο µ?τρο που ?λπιζα.

Lila Dimaki says

Λοιπ?ν.Εντελ?ς αντικειµενικ?,ο Μπ?ρνι ε?ναι απ? τους αγαπηµ?νους µου λογοτεχνικο?ς ?ρωες που
δρα στην αγαπηµενη µου π?λη,το Βερολ?νο.Λατρε?ω τον µηδενισµ?,τον κυνισµ?,το µα?ρο χιο?µορ
του,την µοναχικ? του αξιοπρ?πεια που διατηρε? στη ναζιστικ? τρ?λα.∆ιαβ?ζεται απνευστ? και
µεταφ?ρει το κλ?µα της εποχ?ς ?ριστα χωρ?ς καµ?α επιτ?δευση!

Steven Z. says

THE LADY FROM ZAGREB is the tenth book in Philip Kerr’s Bernie Gunther series. Gunther a former
homicide detective before the rise of Nazism, an ideology that he finds abhorrent, is a character in absorbing
historical thrillers that are set in Germany in the 1930s, World War II, and the Cold War. Gunther is a very
self-effacing and likeable individual who is one-quarter Jewish and has a propensity to offer humorous
wisecracks that cut to the core of a German history between 1933 and 1945, a time frame that has destroyed
the lives of millions of people. In Kerr’s current effort we find Gunther in the French Riviera circa, 1956
reminiscing about World War II, and his relationship with a beautiful German actress, Dalia Dresner. The
novel binds together a number of plot lines. We find Dr. Joseph Goebbles, the head of the Nazi Ministry of



Propaganda and National Enlightenment with his own policy and sexual agenda; a series of murders, one
happening to have been a client of Gunther; the intrigue of wartime Switzerland with spies ranging from the
head of the Office of Strategic Services, Allen W. Dulles to SS Brigadefuhrer Walter Schellenberg who
would become the head of Nazi foreign intelligence; a Hitlerite plan to invade Switzerland, and a plot to
prevent such an invasion in the name of bringing about negotiations to end the war; the barbarity and cruelty
of the Balkans that fifty years later would explode in Yugoslavia; and of course the machinations of
Detective Gunther with his constant cynicism and sarcasm.

Kerr is a talented writer who weaves important historical characters and events throughout his story. The
narrative involves numerous historical figures that include Dr. Goebbles; Nazi Foreign Minister Joachim von
Ribbentrop; SS Reichsfuhrer Heinrich Himmler, in charge of the Nazi genocide of the Jews; SS
Obergruppenfuhrer Ernst Kaltenbrunner, Chief of the Reich Main Security Office; SS Brigadefuhrer
Schellenberg; SS Obergruppenfuhrer Reinhard Heydrich, one of the main architects of the Holocaust and
Chief of the Reich Main Security Office before his assassination; SS Gruppenfuhrer Arthur Nebbe,
Gunther’s boss and a mass murderer in Bialystok during the war; Allen W. Dulles; Anten Pavelic, Croatian
leader of the murderous Ustase; Hajj Amin al-Husseini, the Grand Mufti of Jerusalem and Nazi ally; and
many other important figures. Historical events are also not neglected as the Russian genocide of Polish
officers at the Katyn Forest; the destruction of the Czech village of Lidice as punishment for the
assassination of Heydrich; the allied bombings of Dresden and Hamburg; the slaughter in the Balkans; and
Nazi war plans are all integrated into the novel.

Gunther’s personality, wit, cynicism and charm remain the same in Kerr’s latest effort. His pointed historical
commentary are as irreverent as always. Finding himself in Croatia and a witness to the slaughter between
Croats, Serbs and Muslims as he searches for Dalia Dresner’s father, who supposedly is living in a
monastery, brings about the question as to “how does a Franciscan monk get to be an Ustase Colonel?” The
answer offered is “by being an efficient killer of Serbs.” In describing Goebbles, Gunther said that while he
was wearing a white summer suit, he looked “exactly like a male nurse in an insane asylum, which was
perhaps not so very far from the truth.” In addition, upon meeting the Grand Mufti’s guards, Gunther
wondered why Hitler hated Jews and not Arabs. “After all, some Jews are just Muslims with better tailors.”
In thinking about his own experiences on the eastern front and now facing the realities of the Holocaust,
Gunther explores the competition inside the Nazi bureaucracy between the SS and SD, the Gestapo and the
SD, Goebbles and Goering, Kalternbrunner and Himmler, the SS and the Nazi Party, the Luftwaffe and the
Wehrmacht, and the role of German businesses. In particular, Gunther is confronted by the use of slave labor
by Siemens and Daimler-Benz during the war and he hopes that in the future historians will research what
they have done and inform the public. Recently in the case of Siemens his request was answered by Sarah
Helm’s new book RAVENSBRUK, and in the case of Daimler-Benz, Neil Gregor and Bernard Bellon have
exposed their crimes, though neither corporation has ever admitted their guilt or paid the appropriate
compensation to their victims. Further, as he is confronted by death seemingly at every turn, Gunther
ponders whether German crimes are the worst in history. Referencing the Turkish genocide of the
Armenians, the British in India, Belgians in the Congo, Spain in the New World, and Russia under Stalin in
the 1930s, the detective surmises that Germany is in good company when it comes to historical atrocities.

Gunther is an excellent detective that seems to find trouble no matter the situation. At the outset Gunther,
who has been transferred to the Third Reich War Crimes Department (Kerr really has a sense of the absurd),
is forced to make a speech at a police convention. From that point on the story begins to evolve. Gunther
begins to investigate the murder of a former client at the same time as Goebbles assigns him to find Dalia’s
father. On this mission Gunther becomes entangled with the Swiss police and other spies. In addition,
Gunther learns that there is an effort to try and bring about negotiations to end the war and that certain SS
officials are buying barracks from the Swiss to use in concentration camps. All of these situations come



together, while at the same time Gunther tries to follow his conscience and accomplish his goals while
working within the Nazi system. As Kerr has written he does not like heroes who behave heroically, and in
Bernie Gunther he has created just such a protagonist. The dialogue between the characters is very
entertaining and Kerr manages to repeatedly raise the issue of morality in the context of Gunther’s actions, a
very difficult task.

Without going into any further detail of the story, Kerr has once again created a successful mystery that will
keep the reader fascinated and entertained as they are taken to another time and place. If you enjoyed the
previous offerings in the Bernie Gunther novels, THE LADY FROM ZAGREB will not disappoint. As far as
Bernie Gunther’s future is concerned in a recent interview Kerr said he was already planning for the eleventh
book in the series.

nikolaos says

Η ΓΥΝΑΙΚΑ ΑΠΟ ΤΟ ΖΑΓΚΡΕΜΠ περ?µενε για αρκετ? καιρ? στην βιβλιοθ?κη µου. Επ?λεξα να το
διαβ?σω τ?ρα, γιατ? ?θελα να διαβ?σω κ?τι διαφορετικ? απ? τα ?λλα (?? κλασικ? ??) αστυνοµικ?
που κυκλοφορο?ν και απ? τα οπο?α ?χω διαβ?σει αρκετ? τον τελευτα?ο καιρ?. Β?βαια τον
συγγραφ?α και συγκεκριµ?να τον ?ρωα του ΜΠΕΡΝΙ ΓΚΟΥΝΤΕΡ (?ναν αντιναζιστ? αστυνοµικ?
στην ναζιστικ? Γερµαν?α), τον ?ξερα ?δη απ? προηγο?µενα βιβλ?α του και µπορ? να πω ?τι ε?ναι
?νας ιδια?τερος ?ρωας και απ? τους πολ? συµπαθε?ς σε εµ?να.
Η διαφορ? µε τα προηγο?µενα βιβλ?α ε?ναι ?τι αυτ? επικεντρ?νεται πιο πολ? στον ?ρωα, ε?ναι πιο
προσωπικ?. Αλλ? ?πως και τα ?λλα βιβλ?α, ε?ναι ?να γεµ?το , ?να χορταστικ? µυθιστ?ρηµα. Απλ?
νοµ?ζω ?τι δεν ενδε?κνυται για πρ?τη επαφ? του αναγν?στη µε τον ?ρωα. ∆εν ξ?ρω µε τι µ?τι θα δει
?νας ν?ος αναγν?στης το γεγον?ς ?τι η ?? πρωταγων?στρια ?? γυνα?κα του βιβλ?ου εµφαν?ζεται
περ?που στην σελ?δα 150, για παρ?δειγµα. ?µως αφο? ?χεις γνωρ?σει τον ?ρωα , αλλ? και την γραφ?
του συγγραφ?α απ? ?λλα βιβλ?α, νοµ?ζω ?τι και αυτ? το απολαµβ?νεις.
Κατ? τα λοιπ? το βιβλ?ο κινε?ται σε τρεις χρονικ?ς περι?δους . Στην πρ?τη κυρ?ως µας περιγρ?φει
µ?α οµιλ?α πουν ?κανε ο πρωταγωνιστ?ς µας σε ?να συν?δριο, ?που µαθα?νουµε πως ?λυσε µια
ανεξιχν?αστη υπ?θεση. Στην δε?τερη συναντι?ται µε την γυνα?κα απ? το Ζαγκρεµπ, µια
παν?µορφη ηθοποι? και τον βλ?πουµε να ταξιδε?ει στην Κροατ?α (?που και µαθα?νουµε για το
καθεστ?ς των Ουστ?σι ) αλλ? και στην Ελβετ?α. Η Τρ?τη περ?οδος ε?ναι π?ρα πολ? µικρ? ,
νοσταλγικ?.
Παρ?λληλα, β?βαια, απ? ?λα αυτ? ?χουµε φ?νους , απαγωγ?ς , κατασκοπε?ες και αρκετ? ψ?µατα,
αφο? πολλ?ς φορ?ς τ?ποτα δεν ε?ναι ?πως φα?νεται. Γιατ? ?πως ε?παµε τα µυθιστορ?µατα του
ΓΚΟΥΝΤΕΡ ε?ναι χορταστικ?, ε?ναι γεµ?τα.

Sue says

I won a copy of “The Lady From Zagreb” by New York bestseller author Philip Kerr, through the Goodreads
Giveaway Contest. This is Book 10, in the Bernard Gunther crime series. While it is part of a series, and I
have not read any of his books, I found that this novel can be read as a stand-alone book.

Written in the first person narrative, Bernie adventure takes him from Berlin to Zurich, then to Zagreb and to



Croatia.

This historical crime novel starts in 1956 with Bernie, a homicide detective, describing his life struggles
living in Germany at that time. Bernie who hates the Nazis is forced to do favors for Joseph Goebbels. Now,
he must convince a young actress, Dalia Dresner, a Switzerland resident to return to Germany to star in a
propaganda film, now controlled by the Propaganda Ministry and close friend of Hitler. Dalia is refusing to
work on films or cooperate with Goebbels in any way, until she can find her long missing father. Gunther’s
job is to find this man, who was once a priest and may now be a ruthless killer in Yugoslavia. Swayed by her
beauty, Bernie falls head over heels in love with “The Lady From Zagreb” and cannot say no.

This novel is set in a world of brutality where everyone has a hidden agenda. Bernie’s instinct is to trust no
one. I really liked Bernie’s character, his humor and this novel is a great balance of murder mystery,
historical fiction, action and romance. An enjoyable read.

F.R. says

This is the first Bernie Gunther novel I’ve read actually set in The Second World War, and it really does
push the Philip Marlowe “down these mean streets some men must go” thing to the ultimate limit. It would
be hard to find meaner streets than those of Nazi Germany in wartime, and it would need a particularly
honourable, virtuous man to walk untarnished down them. If anything, the knight in shining armour element
(again shades of Marlowe) is perhaps over-played, and no doubt the chorus of voices telling Gunther that a
man like him isn’t going to live that long in the current environment is there to voice the reader’s qualms and
maybe put them to bed by acknowledging them. If we take a step back, it does seem hard to credit that
Gunther could have risen to a position of authority in Nazi Germany while letting his distaste for Nazi thugs
known, but it does make for a hell of a good yarn.

The consequences of Gunther’s meeting with some Swiss detectives is over-lapped with his romance with
the most beautiful actress in Germany and a hair-raising trip to Yugoslavia. There are so many elements to it
that it almost feels more like some euro-noir-soap opera, rather than crime fiction. It’s a love story centred on
a good man who has the pragmatism for survival, but daily finds the limits to what he’ll do. Once again the
cuckoo clock speech from ‘The Third Man’ is referenced, and there are many, many nods to Casablanca, but
that doesn’t bother me. When a book is both this gripping and affecting, I don’t mind if has a magpie
tendency. Besides, when it’s done this well it’s not stealing, it’s a homage.


