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Electric, tense with foreboding, and written in jagged, propulsive short chapters, A Little Lumpen Novelita
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From Reader Review Una novelita lumpen for online ebook

Mike Puma says

| think it’sinevitable for A Little Lumpen Novelita to not live up to the expectations of other completists,
like myself. BUT, I'm pleased to not be in that number, not that other reactions are incorrect (what would
that be?) or invalid (really? An ‘invalid’ reaction?) For me, at least, thisfits rather nicely into his collected
works, his oeuvre.

First, for those unaware: Lumpen refersto asocial status, akin to that of an outcast or troublemaker, perhaps
crimina. Old Marxists, like myself (well, actually more of an ice cream socialist) will recall
lumpenproletariat .

Now, to the novel. An orphaned sister and brother, along with two friends of the brother, set in motion a plan
to commit arobbery that will set them up for life, arobbery which involves taking advantage of an older,
much fatter, ex-bodybuilder/actor named Maciste. Basic. Straightforward. But thisis Bolafio, and that’s not
how things work.

The two friends, are nebulous creatures, coming and going, ever-cleaning and tidying up. One, or the other,
could end up in the room of the sister on any given night, any night she was in the mood. No hames are ever
given. They’re only known as the Bolognan and the Libyan.

The Bolognan and the Libyan should set off flashing lights in the minds of completists. The Bolognan
(Belano/Bolano?) and the Libyan (Lima?). Hmm? Maybe. | prefer to think so. Characters who appear in
other Bolafio novels and stories. No way to confirm it; not essential to the story—just alittle thing Bolafio
did from time to time—inflict his alter-ego into hiswork. | like it, or like thinking it.

A couple quotes (which will suffer out of context)—keep in mind, the novel is narrated by the sister:

And sometimes | imagined ... convincing him [Maciste] to go out every once in awhile,
maybe not to the movies but for awalk, like two normal people or two people who pretend to
be normal and by pretending actually are normal or become normal...

khkkhkkhkhkhkkkhkhkhkhkkhkhkhhhkhkhkhkx*x

But | knew that to keep visiting him with no ulterior motive would destroy me.

kkkkkhkkhkkkkkhkkhkhkhkkhkkhkhkhkhkkkkkhkkhkx%x

Deep down | was always thinking about the future. | thought about it so much that the present
had become part of the future, the strangest part.

4 stars. Right time, right novel, right darkness, right amount of sentimentality for afavorite author (or really,
realy, closeto the right amount).




Kyriaki says

E?xa ToA? Ka1p? va dlaB?0w BIBA?0 TOL VA UE KVEL VA X?20W TNV 0?2060 0n Tou XpV0oL OE T?1010
BaBu?, va pe aToppo@?oel T?00 TOA?, VA UNV B2Aw va oNK?0w TO KEP?AL ou. To Vol&a pia gop?
KOl TO ZKAEI0O YA 2tav 2graca oto 17A0¢. Eval 1o 1p?to BiA?0 tou Bolafo ou dlaB?Zw Kal n
OA?Be1a eval 2t To ALPAeEa A0 aTnV T2XN, ETEID? ?T01, 20N va dlaB?0w K?tl IK? TOU Kl LoU
?PE0E 0 T?TAOC TOU CUYKEKPIUAVOU KAl TO TI?pA. MOUL ?peCe N ypa@?, n po? Tov, N ATU?20¢ga1p? TOU, N
0?06naon Tou, To T?A0¢ TOL TV JEV 2TaV T7A0G......... X0 ?popal Tou dev Zepa TI Ba &l ?Bala, dev 10
e?Xa PXel KaB?Aou. Mou ?peae TOA? KAl 0youpa B AKOAOUVB?00ULVY KI PAAA dIK? TOU.

Greg says

I have no ideawhat the compulsion is. There are quite afew Bolafio booksthat | haven't read yet, and which
| don’'t own. There are a couple of them that | own but which | haven’t read yet. So, I’'m not sure what the
compulsion was to buy this one in hardcover the day it was released. Maybe it was because there wasn't
much of interest that had come out that week? | don’t remember what other books were published that week.
But, that doesn’t really answer the question since | buy so few books these days. Maybe | just wanted the
feeling of buying a book instead of just acquiring them, which iswhat | seem to do these days (and no, |
don't steal books. I'm not a Bolafio character)

Since, | actually paid money for thisand | have aweek or so left where | can read books | choose, maybe
that'swhy | read it? And because it is short? | don’t know, but | decided to read this. | could have read one
of the three other Bolafio books that | own but haven't read.

Maybe I'm just trying to figure out for myself why | spent money and the very small amount of time on this
book, when again, there are other Bolafio books | could read without spending money on, and piles of books
that | really do mean to read sometime in the next decade.

Asyou can see from the three stars, and if you know that my feelings on the other Bolafio books that I’ ve
read (I think I’ ve used the phrase, his books are perfect examples of the reason why i liketo read), you'll
realize that I’'m not in awe of this one. It actually made me wonder upon finishing it just how much more
stuff thereis of his out there waiting to be translated into English, and if it’'s possible that we are at the
bottom of the barrel of his stuff. But how big is the bottom of this barrel?

Thisisagain one of his*“last published works”, this seems to be a description given to many of his recently
published worksin America. To be fair thisis an actual novella of new material, and not just a episode from
2666 or Savage Detectives reworked (or in an early form) that is being sold asit’s own piece. Maybe | heard
this somewhere, or maybe it’ s just a conjecture | thought of awhile back and now believe | must have read it
and didn’'t just make this up, but | get the feeling that Bolafio published alot of thingsin hislifetime to make
money to survive in between working on his longer works and that he was more than happy to cannibalize
off of hisown larger works. (On re-reading this, I’ m pretty sure that there is a Bolafio character in one of the
novels who cannibalizes his own work and re-publishes things just to try to win literary prize money). |
know from the publishing history of 2666 that he was also very concerned with providing for his family after
his death. This novellafeels like alongish short story, but with some reformatting tweaks was turned into a
hundred page novella, and which would earn some money off of fans of hiswork and help in the building up
of some security for his family.



| can’'t blame that guy for something like that.
| just didn’t really enjoy the story all that much.

It's about ateenage girl whose parents die in a car accident. She's left orphaned with her brother. They stop
going to school. She startsto work in ahair salon, he sweeps up in agym and starts lifting weights. They
watch movies together. Two older friends of her brother sort of move into their apartment. She embarks on
the thug life (ok, petty criminal life).

Surprisingly she doesn’t embark on the petty crimes of stealing books. Something glorified in other Bolafio
works, and aso in another novel written originally in Spanish, about a beautiful young book thief and an
older bookseller who becomes enthralled by her (that would be Severina by Rodrigo Rey Rosa, you can read
my review here.)

I’m not going to say what the crimeis she getsinvolved in, but it’s the sort of hair brained thing that the sorts
of characters sheisliving with would come up with. It's ambitious, but also kind of depressing in the scope
involved. It’s smarter though then the crime of the young adult novel Monster. That’s not saying much,
though.

The book is short. It s broken into a bunch of short chapters. But each short chapter is followed by about
three to five blank pages, which makes this 109 page book only about fifty pages of actual
text/story/whatever you want to cal it. It' s avery nice looking book though.

Kind of think about the layout of David Foster Wallace' s Thisis Water.

I’m ok with short, it just doesn’t seem to go anywhere. Thisisthe kind of story that would be told as a
chapter in one of Bolafio’s larger novels, it would be like the backstory of one of his female characters who
is now invoked in something more substantial. And it's not even one of his more interesting characters that
he' s given us.

Also thereis something alittle creepy about the character, | don’t really buy the character as ateenage girl,
but rather sheiskind of afantasy that a middle aged man might have about what a teenage girl who iskind
of sophisticated (read the code word you want for this) beyond her ageislike. It's not that he goes into any
explicit detail, or glorifies her actions, but there is still something creepy in the portrayal. And | just don't
buy her as an authentic character, there is too much aged worldliness about her that doesn’t feel like how a
teenage girl would really be. But sheiswhat an older intellectual with arebellious spirit would probably like
an idealized teenage girl to be like.

This book doesn’'t diminish my love for Bolafio, but it didn't feel like a book that was all that necessary. It
would have been better as along short story in a collection rather than asit’s own standalone piece. By itself
it isup against too much competition from Bolafio’s other work and just doesn’t stand up to those works.

M akis Dionis says

Una Bolanita novelita.
>T0 ?p10 TOU KAOOIKO? 8a TOALO?00 va Tiw, 0 Bolano Tmpad?del poB?2uata ypag?c, UE ETTKEVTPO TO
Bouf? Mvo.



Kive?tal 6to puBbpo Tou TYodPOU?0L K TOL TP?Tou PAX

Sofia says

A&V ?2XEL CNUOC?0 AV IMAUE VIO JUKP? ? LEY?AN @?ppa. O MTIOAQVIO §?pEl VO OE HOYEZEL.

Corto Maltese says

MTIOA 10 KAT?TEPOC TOU OVAUEVUEVOU WOT?00 TPAUVEL MTOANI0.

GeorgeK. says

21N BIPAI0OB?KN KoL LTI?PXOUV K2UTIDOA PBIBA?0 TOL POUT?PTO MTIOAVI0 TIOU TEEPILVOLV Vi
XPVIA OAKANPO va JaBACTOV OTI? TV AQEVTL? LOU, OAA? N TIP?TN KOV ETIOE? |UE TO ?PYO0 TOU
MEYZAOL QUTO? CLYYPAP?0 UEAAE VO EVAL N CUYKEKPIUAVIN VOUBZAA -TO TEAELTO 70 7pY0 TIOL
Apae TPIV TEBVEL-, TNV OTID?0 AYy?paca TPIV dUO-TPEIC U?PEC. E, T KAVOULLE TOU KAl TIOL K2t
T?2T0100 KOUA? EUE?C Ol BIBAIOEAOL. AOITTV, TPZKEITAL VIO JIO TRAYUATIK? TIOA? KAAOYPA ULV Kal
evala@?pouoa VOURB?Aa, CUVOVOGU?EC KOIVULVIKO? OPUOTOC KA 10TOP?0C EVNAIK?2WONC, UE OTOIXE?
OTT? TO OCTUVORIK? €200¢. TO dUVAT? GTOIXE?0 TNC VOURB?AAC VAL N 7AN TIPWTOTP?0WIT a@ANon,
TNV OT?0 Ba X0 PAKT?pI{a APKET? XEILAPP?ON KOl IKAV? VO KPAT?0€l TOV avaw?0Th oTny 10?td
M2XPl TNV TEAELTA?0 OEA?D0. MPOCWTIK?, O TP?TOC OPANONG KATPEPE VA E BLO?0El Vid TA KOA?
OTO HEAQYXOAIK? K200 TN IOTOP?0C KOL VA HE KVEL VA UE TN VEAP? a@ny?tpla. Mevik? n ypag?
ENAI ECUIPETIK?, UTIOPE? VA TEI KAVE?C 0K U0 KAl HEBUOTIK?. TO KAV0 0Y0UP0 EVaIL 211 W?200 OTN
XpPovi?Ba dlaf?0w Kal PAAa BIBA?0 Tov MTIOAVIO.

Deniz Balc? says

S6z konusu Bolano oldu?unda nesnel bir yakla??ma sahip olmam imkans?z, zirayazar benimigin iki elin
parmak say?s?? gegmeyen, en blyik gordi?2im ustalar?n ba??ndayer al?yor.

2lili yazar?n 'Lumpen Roman'da kendine mekan secti?i yer ?talya. Seda Ersavc? taraf ?ndan gevrilen bu
novella Bolano'nun hayatta iken, kendi iradesiyle yay?mlad??? son kitap olma 6zelli?ini ta??yor. Siyas
zulimlerin golgesinde ?ekillenen, gicli ve etkileyici biiyik romanlara sahip olan Bolano burada ¢cok daha
butik bir 6yki kaleme alm??.

Bolano, 'L impen Roman'da Biancaisimli ba? karakter tizerinden 'su¢' olgusu tzerine felsefi bir dyku
sunmu?. Y anl??tan do?ru ¢?kar m?? Sug nihayete ermemi? olsa bile niyetiyle insana tabi hale gelmez mi?
“nsan?n ahlaken, hukuken, vicdanen do?ru olmayana e?ilmesine sebep olan ?eyler, as?nda o insan?n
karanl???n? ortaya ¢?karan etkenler de?il midir ve bu tersine sa?lan?p, kétuden iyiye yol cizilebilir mi?
Katharsis bu anlamda tekamUl stirecinin bir sonucu olabilir mi yoksa hep devam eden cizgisdl bir 2ey midir?

Ahlaki bir bak?? a¢?s?na sahip yazarlar bana hep biraz dikteci gelmi?tir. Ancak Bolano'da durum cok farkl?.



O bir tan?k gibi, sadelikle 6ykiyu anlat?rken; okurun kendi kendine di2inmesini sa??yor. Bu yan?yla beni
cok etkiliyor. Derin derin ruhsal ¢coziimlemeler yap?p karakterlerin i¢ diinyas?n? 6nlimiize sermiyor. 2cinde
ya?an?an anadenk dii?en ve okurun kendi tecriibel eriyle kararlanbilece? edebi bir dokiiman sunuyor. Nas?
ki 2666'da bolumlerin alt”nda sessizce ilerleyen ve nihayetinde mana kazanan his, roman boyunca geli?ip
guclenirken; burada da karakterin hisleri kar??s?nda okurun kendi aynas?na bakmas? durumu dallan?p
budaklan?yor.

Ne kadar 2666'?n ilk bélimu olan cevirmenlerleilgili k?s?mda kap?d???m sadelik hissi burada da beni
cezbetse de; Bolano'nun konuyu daha etrafl ?ca ve uzun bir ?ekilde ele almas™? isterdim. Bu yiizden
puan?m? dort olarak belirledim.

Seda Ersavc? gevirisinin guclyle, tertemiz bir 2ekilde tan?k olabildi?m yazar?n climle kurma becerisi ilham
verici, onu da not di?mek isterim.

Bolano'ya ba?amak icin uygun bir tercih mi, bence de?il. Zirailk kez kar?2a????m bir Bolano var bu
romanda. Amayine de Bolano var, o bile yeter!

Turkcede daha 6nce Metis ve Pegasus taraf ndan bas?m?2? Bolano. Zimdi biitiin haklar”n? Can Yay?nlar?
ald?. Butin kitaplar? yeniden basacaklar. Bunun devam?nda da yazar”n heniiz Tirkceye kazand?r2lmam??
eski yap?tlar?n? ve henliz ?spanyol cada yeni bas?an Bolano'nun izni olmadan ortaya ¢?kart?an gizli
kitaplar?n? da basacaklar”n? Umit ediyorum, bekliyorum.

Roberto Bolano okuman?z? tavsiye ederim!

7.5/10

Hakan says

bolano muhte?em bir romanc?. di?ince ile yaz? ya da gerceklik ile yaz? arasdaki fark? neredeyse yok
eden muhte?em bir yazar.

neredeyse cocukca bir basitlikte yazar. basit cimleler art arda s?ralan?, birikir. bu birikimden sanki bir 2?72k
f?&2r?r. yadabasit cimlelerin sonunda, o climlelere benzemeyen ba?ka bir cimle 7im?ek gibi cakar.

hikaye, tim metin hem a¢?k secik gozinuzin 6niindedir, hem de kafa kar?2t?r2c?d?r. hem benimsersiniz,
hem yad?rgars?n?z bolano'yu. hem memnun eder bolano hem rahats?z eder. hem inand??r hem 2lpheden
pheye strikler.

vah? hafiyeler ve 2666'da gordu?imuz bu yaz?nsal nitelikleri yap?s? farkl? olsa dalimpen roman'dada
gormek mumkun. ziralimpen roman bir olgunluk eseri. biiyik, kalabal &, da??n?k romanlar?ndan bir 6z
ta??yor icinde. h?zla okuyup ¢abucak bitirecekken duraklatan, bittikten sonratekrar okumaiste? uyand?ran,
tekrar okunsa da tikenmeyece?ini hissettiren ?ey bu 6z.

[Gmpen roman sucga, sucglulu?a, sucluluk duygusuna odaklan?yor. bolano'nun biiytk romanlar?ndaki
kahramanlara benzeyen kahramanlar, o romanlardaki gibi zorlu s?namalardan geciyorlar. de??yorlar,
donu?lyorlar, yuzle?iyorlar, sorguluyorlar. hikayenin bir yan? ba?tan itibaren okura uzak, so?uk ve tuhaf
ilerlerken sona do?ru okuru sarmaya, ku?atmaya ba??yor. okur sanki birdenbire kendini s?nav?n icinde



buluyor. hem limpen roman'daki karakterlerin s?nav? bu hem de okurun kendi hikayesinin. bolano
romanlar?ndaki "6z" de bundan ba?ka bir ?ey de?il. sorgulamak, yiizle?mek, hesapla?mak.

Sevgi K. says

Bolafio'nun okudugum ilk kitabi, cevirmen olarak Seda Ersavc?y? ¢ok ba?ar?? buldum zira ana karakterin
di?ince diinyas? yazar tarafindan siirtikleyici bir kurguyla anlat?m?? olsa da yer yer bir kelimenin bile
farkli yorumlanmasi kurgunun hemen bozulmas?na sebep olabilirdi. Ama cok guzel ve temiz bir ceviri
olmu?.

Kitaba gelirsek yazar; ana karakterin ya?am miicadelesini gjitasyona déndirmeden anlatirken zamanla daha
da so?ukkanlilikla devam eden ahlaki geliZimini samimiyetten uzaklasmadan basarili bir sekilde
yansitabilmi?.

Ozetleiyi ki okudum dedigim eserlerden biri oldu.

Jibran says

The real only stands for a different kind of unreality, a less random, more fleshed out unreality.

An Italian girl, Bianca, and her unnamed brother, two recently orphaned teenagers left alone in the world,
struggle through the disaster of their parents deathsin a car accident to make a new path for themselves.

The narrative is shaped by an undercurrent of sad foreboding in Bianca's voice, but it comes with avein of
an adolescent's insouciance towards the gravity of her situation, which ironically gives her the courage to
push on with life.

The whol e thing feels like an innocent fantasy which Bianca projects on to her surroundings. There is good
reason to believe that the two mysterious 'friends of her brother's, who are only known as a man from
Bologna and another from Libya, might be afigment of her overwrought imagination, a product of her
luminous, recurrent dreams she tells about.

Because they appeared mysteriously and conducted themselves in away incompatible with people their kind.
How come two jobless vagrants clean and wash, cook meals for all, and keep everything tidy in the house for
free? That was Bianca fantasizing about order. Likewise both men alternately go to Bianca's room at night to
have sex with her, and it isto one of them she loses virginity. That's her fantasy for alife partner after she'd
broken up with her boyfriend. The two "friends" finally come up with the idea of breaking bad and enlist the
siblings to rob ablind and rich ex-bodybuilder. That was Bianca'sidea of parents (or fate) helping them from
the dead?

It isfantasy because the book starts with, Now |I'm a mother and a married woman, but not long ago | led a
life of crime. But there was no crime, none that Bianca committed: there were only plans that were never
followed up on.

| can't say anything with certainty. It's surreal. Maybe it really is surreal! But without reading into the
symbolism, the story just doesn't take off. It feels underdeveloped and premature. Reviewers have



complained that the writer builds the story and the characters for a hundred pages without bringing it to a
conclusion. | think it was deliberate. Bianca says early in the story:

Life, despite what | expected, continued unchanged.
And so it did.

A Little Lumpen Novelita is Bolafio's swansong. It works, but only just.

LW says

Unremanzetto-canagha- Una novelita lumpen

E un racconto svelto , denso e scuro , con tante ombre e un poco di luce esitante .

Lastoriadi Biancae suo fratello, di due balordi senzanome, il libico eil bolognese, & raccontata dalla
ragazzain prima persona, come un lungo flashback ,una storia di uccelli in una tormenta di sabbia, senza
rumore e senza occhi , che veniva da un altro mondo

inunaRomairrede.

Adesso so che la vicinanza non esiste . Qualcuno ha sempre gli occhi chiusi .

Uno vede quando I'altro non vede. L'altro vede guando uno non vede.

Solo una madre pud essere vicina,ma questo allora era l'ignoto. Inesistente.
Esisteva solo il miraggio della vicinanza. E la vicinanza degli amici di mio fratello,
una vicinanza costruita , fral'altro, a base di sguardi e piccole attenzioni,

non solo mi lusingava, ma mi piaceva pure.

In quel periodo sognavo molto e dimenticavo in fretta quasi tutti i sogni.

Lamiavitainrealta era come un sogno. A volte mi affacciavo a una finestra qualsiasi della casa di Maciste
emi mettevo a pensare ai sogni e alla vita ,che era come mettersi a pensare ai miei sogni che dimenticavo
con tale rapidita

e alla mia stessa vita che sembrava un sogno, e hon arrivava da nessuna parte,,

niente si chiariva dentro la mia testa, ma il solo fatto di farlo, di pensare ai sogni e alla vita, toglieva un
peso incerto dal mio cuore o quello cheio chiamavo il mio cuore, il cuore di una delinquente, di una
persona senza scrupoli o con scrupoli cosi distorti che faticavo a riconoscerli come miei.

Comfortably says

Ag BupUa1 TI?200 KA1P? 2Xw va Ao B?00w BIBA?0 XWP?G VO OTOUOT?0W, AT? TNV TP?TN GEA?d0 OTNV
TEAEVTO?0. PLOIK? BonBnoav Kal ol 119 oeA?de¢ Tov. Ma, 0 MTIOA 10 TIOT? &€ O ATIOYONTEZEL.
ZTKETAI TTVTA YEVVOIL 200p0C OTOV OVOYW?20TH TOU KAl OVEL TNV OA?INT? TOL OVEE?PTNTA OTI? TO
U?yeBo¢ Tou BIPA?0L. EUXAPIOT? TO @7A0 LOUL TIOU HE TIPZTPUVE VA TO O B?0wW, ETTAUEIVE KAl €V
T?AEl IOV TO 20TEIAE, UE TN OIK? TOU YEVVa10dwp?0. VTE KAl oTa eTTueval




L ee says

Feelslike afew days of consistent improvisation that came off well enough to call anovella, particularly the
first half before the arrival of Maciste. Foreboding, anticlimactic, the tone of The Third Reich, sort of. Riffs
reliant on outerspace. Making love. Always on the verge of some great violence. Worth an hour or so of your
time.

Jonfaith says

They weren’t hisfriends, though my brother choseto think they were.

Much like the apocryphal "last recordings' of Eric Dolphy which continued to arrive for years, the Bolafio
caravan into English continues long after his death. There have been a number of jewelsin recent years so |
suppose adud was inevitable. | am quick to qualify, the book is only inert as being an undercooked fancy.
An Italian woman recounts her adolescence when after her parents died she and her brother were left to their
own devices. Did aweird community develop ala The Cement Garden? No, she worked at a salon while her
brother hangs out with disagreeables at agym. What follows is the slimmest of ideas. It can barely sustain
the introduction of pivotal character two-thirds of the way through the novella. The effect isjarring. Thereis
but a single aesthetic flourish around p.92 where the Master becomes apparent. That said, | didn't feel any
hope in thistext, not a philosophical hope but aliterary one where somehow the plot could find its legs.

| remain ready to be convinced otherwise, but this wasn't the best way to spend arainy afternoon.




