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earned the love of the people of Avonlea and a reputation for getting into scrapes. But when Anne begins her
job as the new schoolteacher, the real test of her character begins. Along with teaching the three Rs, she is
learning how complicated life can be when she meddles in someone else's romance, finds two new orphans
at Green Gables, and wonders about the strange behaviour of the very handsome Gilbert Blythe. As Anne
enters womanhood, her adventures touch the heart and the funny bone.
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From Reader Review Anne of Avonlea for online ebook

Melissa says

I enjoyed Anne of Avonlea but I did not find it as engaging as Anne of Green Gables. Here's why.

Anne of Green Gables gave the reader lots to look forward to. Will Marilla let Anne stay? When will Anne
meet Diana? Will she ever forgive Gilbert?

While reading Anne of Avonlea, I didn't find myself asking any such questions or looking forward to
anything. The book didn't seem to be leading up to anything as far as Anne was concerned. It read more like
a series of situations involving Anne while the actual "story" was happening to another character named
Miss Lavender. Marilla adoped twins in this one and Montgomery focused so much on the boy, Davy, that I
couldn't help but wonder why she bothered to write in his twin sister Dora at all.

Anne of Avonlea basically felt like a "passing of time" for Anne. I kept waiting for something to happen to
her but it just didn't. I'd still like to continue with the series to see how things progress. Even though Anne of
Avonlea didn't quite meet my expectations I found it a charming read and would recommend it to anyone
who enjoyed Anne of Green Gables. It was nice to visit the old beloved characters again.

Rachel says

I was more enchanted by this book the first time I read it. More recently, I was put off by the description of
the pair of twins Anne and Marilla adopt: Davy and Dora.

Davy is a handful, asking impossible questions, getting into trouble and so forth. Dora is quiet and well-
behaved. Anne and Marilla love Davy more (by their own words). The idea is repeated three or four times.
Good little Dora is respectable, obedient, predictable and boring; she just doesn't need as much attention and
direction as Davy does, and thus is less lovable.

I found this idea actually repulsive. I kept thinking it would serve Anne and Marilla right if little Dora -
predictable, obedient, second class Dora- shaved her head, pierced her nipple, got pregnant and ran off with a
Hell's Angel, just because she figured out that the trouble maker rated higher in their affections. Aren't they
familiar with the saying "still waters run deep?" Someone has to care enough about this quiet, obedient,
seemingly unimaginative person to find out what her interests and passions are.

Nicole says

"In the twilight Anne sauntered down to the Dryad's Bubble and saw Gilbert Blythe coming down through
the dusky Haunted Wood. She had a sudden realization that Gilbert was a schoolboy no longer. And how
manly he looked—the tall, frank-faced fellow, with the clear, straightforward eyes and the broad shoulders.
Anne thought Gilbert was a very handsome lad, even though he didn't look at all like her ideal man. She and
Diana had long ago decided what kind of a man they admired and their tastes seemed exactly similar. He



must be very tall and distinguished looking, with melancholy, inscrutable eyes, and a melting, sympathetic
voice. There was nothing either melancholy or inscrutable in Gilbert's physiognomy, but of course that didn't
matter in friendship!

Gilbert stretched himself out on the ferns beside the Bubble and looked approvingly at Anne. If Gilbert had
been asked to describe his ideal woman the description would have answered point for point to Anne, even to
those seven tiny freckles whose obnoxious presence still continued to vex her soul. Gilbert was as yet little
more than a boy; but a boy has his dreams as have others, and in Gilbert's future there was always a girl with
big, limpid gray eyes, and a face as fine and delicate as a flower. He had made up his mind, also, that his
future must be worthy of its goddess. Even in quiet Avonlea there were temptations to be met and faced.
White Sands youth were a rather "fast" set, and Gilbert was popular wherever he went. But he meant to keep
himself worthy of Anne's friendship and perhaps some distant day her love; and he watched over word and
thought and deed as jealously as if her clear eyes were to pass in judgment on it. She held over him the
unconscious influence that every girl, whose ideals are high and pure, wields over her friends; an influence
which would endure as long as she was faithful to those ideals and which she would as certainly lose if she
were ever false to them. In Gilbert's eyes Anne's greatest charm was the fact that she never stooped to the
petty practices of so many of the Avonlea girls—the small jealousies, the little deceits and rivalries, the
palpable bids for favor. Anne held herself apart from all this, not consciously or of design, but simply
because anything of the sort was utterly foreign to her transparent, impulsive nature, crystal clear in its
motives and aspirations."

"Perhaps, after all, romance did not come into one's life with pomp and blare, like a gay knight riding down;
perhaps it crept to one's side like an old friend through quiet ways; perhaps it revealed itself in seeming
prose, until some sudden shaft of illumination flung athwart its pages betrayed the rhythm and the music,
perhaps. . . perhaps. . .love unfolded naturally out of a beautiful friendship, as a golden-hearted rose slipping
from its green sheath."

...oh, Gilbert Blythe...<3

Kristin Hackett (SuperSpaceChick) says

I can't even put into words how much I adore this series<3

Miranda Reads says

Why did Anne have to grow up so fast?

The first book was fabulous! Lots of fun mischief but the second has her at 16 already! Where did those four
years go?  Laura Ingalls Wilder didn't skimp out on the childhood.

I enjoyed this book - seeing Anne blossom into a young school teacher (aside: Why did everyone get such
great jobs out of high school?? Same with Laura Ingalls Wilder. They just handed out jobs to anyone who
would take them!)

A pet peeve of mine was really played upon. All kids are precocious angels. Yes, Anne has some struggles



but you know from the start that she's going to overcome them magnificently. It's a little too predictable. And
the precocious moments were bordering annoying.

Anyone else feel for poor Dora? Her twin brother, Davy, is a ,b>complete bullying snot yet Anne and
Marilla just adore him (they even admit that the care more for that little snit)?! Sure Dora is quiet, but she is
dutiful and obedient and deserves twice as much attention as they are lavishing on that horrible Davy.

Still loved this book though!!

Audiobook Comments
Read by Barbara Caruso and she really let this audio shine.

Blog | Instagram

Cait • A Page with a View says

3.5 stars. The first book is one of my all-time favorites and I have no idea why it's taken me so long to get to
the sequels! I really don't think I had too high of expectations, but am still pretty surprised by how neutral I
was about this second one. I was mostly just there for Anne's personality, all of the wonderful quotes
scattered throughout, and Gilbert Blythe. Otherwise, I didn't really care much about all of the random side
stories (especially with the twins and Miss Lavendar). It felt more like filler? But if I don't compare this to
the first book then it's still a fine read. I think I just like the story in the second movie a lot more.

Also, this NEEDS MORE GILBERT. That is all.

Celeste says

Full review now posted!

Anne of Green Gables is one of my favorite books ever. But the story doesn’t stop there! I’ve never read the
entire series, so I’m on a mission to do just that. This second installment I have read before, and I love it just
as much as the preceding book. Here, Anne takes her first halting steps into adulthood, and the change is
both charming and sad. Anne will always be a free spirit, but seeing her temper that spiritedness enough to
become an effective teacher was fascinating to behold.

I’ve always loved schoolmarm stories. There’s something about one-room schoolhouses and having to teach
to so many age groups simultaneously that blows my mind. I’m a teacher, but I can’t even fathom having to
teach every subject to every age group every single day. I don’t know how teachers of the past did it. The
thing is, I know that if I had lived in the same time period, I would have sought out to do exactly that.
Though it was undoubtedly hard work, there’s a romance to being a schoolmarm that has always appealed to
me. Because of this, I love reading about school teachers of the past. I have to say, Anne Shirley made a
remarkable schoolmarm. She’s kind and thoughtful and is just barely out of childhood herself, so she
remembers what it’s like to be on the other side of the blackboard, so to speak. All of those traits coupled
with her renowned imagination means that Anne can relate to her students better than most, and that she
finds new and unique methods of teaching them.



One of my favorite parts of this book was the introduction of two new little boys: Paul Irving and Davy. I
don’t think you could possibly find two more radically different boys in real life or in fiction. Paul Irving is a
sweet, smart, thoughtful boy with an imagination that rivals Anne’s, and he and Anne are undoubtedly
kindred spirits. Davy is a spitfire, a rambunctious boy with the greatest propensity for questioning I’ve ever
seen. And the questions that boy comes up with! There’s no way I could’ve kept a straight face while trying
to answer some of those questions. Though both boys are as different as can be, they’re both incredibly dear
to Anne.

In this book we also visit Echo Lodge for the first time and meet Miss Lavendar, another kindred spirit. Miss
Lavendar is an old maid unlike any other. She refuses to go gently into spinsterhood, and has instead built a
beautiful if lonely life for herself. Echo Lodge is beautiful and magical, almost like a fairy realm. And Miss
Lavendar makes a stunning fairy queen; the only way you could guess her age is by her snow-white hair.
She’s just as imaginative as Anne, and she gets a wonderful happy ending in this book.

The book ends with Anne and Gilbert both deciding to head off to college. Even though I love knowing
where their story is heading (after all, theirs is often billed as one of the greatest romances in fiction), I’m
loving every second of the journey. It’s so nice to have a romantic element that isn’t instantaneous, but
instead builds over the course of multiple books. Romance when approached this way just feels both more
realistic and more wholesome to me.

Can you tell I love this series? I wish I had discovered it when I was a child, but I’m enjoying it immensely
now as an adult. If you love historical fiction with a bright and uplifting worldview, you owe it to yourself to
read this series. It’s one of easiest classics to read that I’ve yet to come across.

For more of my reviews, as well as my own fiction and thoughts on life, check out my blog, Celestial
Musings.

Norah Una Sumner says

I didn't like this one as much as the first book (there's just not enough Gilbert, am I right?) but I definitely
enjoyed continuing this adventure with Anne. There are so many new characters in this one but,
unfortunately, I didn't seem to love all of them. The writing stays just as beautiful as it was in the first book.
Also, that last paragraph. Be still my beating heart.

Can't wait to start Anne of the Island!

Helene Jeppesen says

This sequel was just as good as the first one "Anne of Green Gables". It was nice, comfortable, endearing
and at times hilarious. In this book, we get to follow Anne as she grows up to become a woman, and the new
set of characters (as well as the well-known ones from the first book) are great. Montgomery has managed to
create a world which can only bring a smile to your face, and so I'm obviously excited to get back to it
whenever I decide to pick up the third book.



Lana says

I'm not a violent person, but if I could punch any literary character in the face it would be $%^&*!@ Davy.

Melki says

Ahhhh!

This was exactly what I needed . . . the long soak in a hot tub, the breath of fresh air, the perfect antidote to
the hatred and venom spewed by the racist, rabid yam currently running for President. Yes, after a week of
watching a 70-year-old toddler throw daily tantrums, it was so refreshing to pick up this book and escape to a
world where you could stumble upon a stranger's house and be invited in for tea.

This volume concentrates on Anne's two years spent teaching. There are good days and bad days as she
attempts to mold the young minds of Avonlea.
Newly orphaned twins - the lifeless Dora and the way-too-lively Davy - come to live with lifelong spinster
Marilla, prompting Mrs. Rachel Lynde to quip, "You're never safe from being surprised till you're dead." A
local kook successfully predicts a wicked storm, and the Village Improvement Society, a group spearheaded
by Anne and Diana to spruce up Avonlea, is born.

Love and laughs abound, and yes, it's sappy as hell, but as I said, exactly what I needed.

I have a feeling I'm going to be rereading the rest of this series before November rolls around. It's so nice to
know that when I wake with a 3 AM panic attack, convinced that Trump has already won and life as we
know it is over, that Anne's simple, and simply beautiful, world will be waiting for me.

WhatIReallyRead says

I've read Anne of Green Gables over 7 years ago and it became a favorite, but I never continued the series.
Picking the second book up so many years later, I was a little nervous I might not like it, but I my fears
turned out to be groundless.

Anne of Avonlea reads like a collection of anecdotes of a village life. It is fluffy and cute, innocent
without being preachy and gives one a warm feeling inside. It was also funny - I laughed out loud many
times throughout the book.

Avonlea is full of good people. They help each other. They do the best they can. They fail (mostly in a
hilarious way), but still, they try. And this is your ticket to watch them do it. Anne is growing up and faces
new questions about the world and about herself. Though she is mostly in the background in this book,
serving as an observer who integrates all the short stories about the side-characters.



The book was delightful and insubstantial, like a mousse dessert. It is definitely not plot-driven - it passes
over you like a collection of clouds and you may make of it what you will. I think I'll continue on reading the
series, but probably translated to one of the languages I need improvement in.

Manybooks says

I remember liking L.M. Montgomery's Anne of Avonlea immensely when I first read it as a young teenager,
and during my recent rereads, I still managed to enjoy most of the story (most of the featured episodes) as
much as I did then, especially the anecdotes about the Avonlea Village Improvement Society (AVIS). But
even more than the AVIS anecdotes, I have been rather pleasantly surprised at how much I have loved
reading about both Paul Irving and Lavendar Lewis (two characters to whom I did not really feel all that
drawn when I first read the novel).

However, I did and do find myself having rather major problems universally liking the character of Davy
Keith. And it is not Davy's mischievous nature that I find problematic, but the fact that he is so often
deliberately cruel to his twin sister Dora. Not only that, but I have also and with flustered sadness noticed
that Dora is more often than not ignored and denigrated by almost everyone, from Anne to even Mrs. Lynde,
simply because she is a quiet, unobtrusive child (and "must" therefore by extension also be monotonous).
And when one recalls what Anne's own childhood was like, and how she was both emotionally and
spiritually neglected before she came to Green Gables, it is supremely ironic and annoying that Anne now
seemingly neglects Dora in a similar manner, often ignoring her because Davy's exploits are more
interesting, or more to the point, are perceived as being more interesting.

Furthermore, I also tend to believe that there is actually a rather uncritical acceptance by L. M. Montgomery
herself, as Anne's (and others') neglect and critical assumptions of and towards Dora are never really actively
criticised (yes, Anne realises that she might have a bit of an unfair and careless attitude towards Dora, but
even though she is aware of this, she does not really ever strive to rein in her at times quite overt favouritism
of Davy, and actually even attempts to justify it to herself and others). As someone who was rather quiet and
unobtrusive as a child and as a teenager, this has quite bothered me during my recent rereads and still
somewhat chafes (strangely enough though, when I was a teenager, when I first read Anne of Avonlea, this
fact did not seem to bother me all that much, although at that time, I often did feel rather ignored and under-
appreciated by both my family and the world).

Now I would still most strongly recommend this book, as well as the entire Anne of Green Gables series, it is
just that Anne of Avonlea, while indeed magical, does have its issues (at least it did and does for me) with
specifically the often overt favouritism of Davy Keith over his sister, a favouritism made worse by the fact
that it also so often seems universally accepted, even justified (and thus, from the Anne of Green Gables
series, Anne of Avonlea does definitely not rank amongst my favourites).

Maureen says

I LOVE ANNE SO MUCH.
This book was a great continuation of her story and I love seeing Anne and her friends start to become adults
while still keeping their fantastic personalities.
Gilbert is also my fave forever especially because he is WAITING FOR HER without expecting anything



beyond friendship - though he is still hopeful, he's more concerned about being a man worthy of her while
being her friend, not convincing her he's a "nice guy".

Britany says

OH Marilla!

Anne's back! She older and wiser and more beautiful than that gangly red-headed girl that first came to
Avonlea. This book walks us through Anne as a older teenager, she's back as a schoolteacher at the local
school with difficult pupils, she refuses to rule by corporal punishment, but simply to treat her students with
kindness. Marilla ends up adopting two twins who are orphaned- Dora & Davy and little Davy just stole my
heart in this story. My other favorite was Miss Lavender and her story. Another batch of Anne was just what
I needed to break up some of the deeper, darker reading out there right now.

I must confess after reading Anne of Green Gables, I was enthralled. I then did watch Anne with an E on
Netflix and became HOOKED! Cannot wait to now continue on with the series as all kindred spirits must.

Sam says

Anne of Avonlea drinking game:
Take a drink of your tea/soda/plum wine every time
-Anne's grey eyes are mentioned
-Marilla is sarcastic
-Paul Irving says "you know"
-Paul Iriving refers to his "little mother"
-Diana's weight is mentioned
-Anne or Marilla express their preference for Davy/speak unkindly of Dora because she's "too good."

The character of Davy just about ruined this book for me. I kind of hated him. His sister, Dora, is a sweet,
mild-mannered, overall good kid. And so Davy takes great joy in tormenting her endlessly. But Anne and
Marilla just write this off as him being "mischievous," never taking into consideration how awful this must
be for Dora.

Davy even locks his sister alone in the dark in a neighbor's barn, just because he thinks it would be funny to
make everyone worry(!?). When Dora is finally found, she's been crying for hours. The end result of this
episode? Anne and Marilla say they love Davy more because he needs them more. No, Dora needs them to
protect her - from her brother. And they utterly fail.

Anne's "scrapes" in the first book were because she often acted before thinking, or had a quick temper. But
Davy's actions are thought out and deliberate, and he does them because he likes making trouble, making his
sister cry, and getting a reaction out of people. Very, very different, imo.

In addition, this book felt a lot more sickly-sweet and moralized more. It wasn't nearly as good as the first
(isn't that always the way?), and I don't think I'll continue on with the series, even though I did want to see
Anne and Gilbert get together.



Calista says

I loved the book Anne of Green Gables so much. I enjoyed this book, but it did not have the same impact on
me that the first one did. There was much about this book that I loved, but I did miss Anne as a child. She is
becoming an adult, a better adult than most.

I did love the hilarious things the children said. I mean they were things I could hear any child saying. Davey
was a little crazy. That kid has some sociopathic tendencies. Still, he was so funny. He enjoyed causing some
excitement around that place. It was pretty amazing. Davey's poor sister though was so boring even the
adults thought she was boring.

Paul was another good student. I liked him. He was very Anne-like. The children were the highlight of the
book. Lucy Montgomery really know how to write children. It is her gift.

Anne is a teacher at like 16 going on 17. She teaches for one year before she is going on to college. This is
the year that the book covers. She is a young teacher. She also doesn't want to squash the imagination and
hopes of children. She wants to befriend them instead of corporeal punishment. That is funny too as
everyone keeps telling her to beat the children.

I thought the book was a little long in places and the story dragged a little. I am also used to a faster pace
thanks to modern literature. It's nice to slow down the pace of story and read something different. Still, the
language does cast a spell and Prince Edward Island seems magical.

I look forward to reading the next one. This is a wonderful series.

Evelina | AvalinahsBooks says

After the first book about Anne, I was a bit late to read this one. That's mostly due to the fact that at first it
completely failed to draw me in. I felt like it's just filler up to like a third of the book in! Where's all the fun?
Where did Anne's spunkiness go?

But thankfully, the book picked up, and by the end I can say I enjoyed it almost as much as the first one. I'll
certainly be reading on!  I've decided to give you 5 reasons to read about Anne,  so here we go. If you want
to read this with proper formatting, go ahead and read it here on my blog.

The Shenanigans

The funny scrapes Anne gets into is part of the fun in stories about her. So at first, as I was reading it, I was
so baffled by the fact that Anne grew up – a school mistress now, what fun is there even going to be?? At
first it does go like that, but it picks up, and  you've got Anne traipsing around Green Gables making a fool



of herself as always. Hilarity ensues.  (I won't be kidding when I say I literally laughed out loud about the
roof scene. Good lord.)

The Kids

There are a lot of children in this book, and if you've read Montgomery before, you'll know that she is great
at writing them. From the best to the worst -  you'll find kids with a heart, kids with a brain, and kids that
basically crawled their way up from hell  (I'm looking at you, Davy Keith.) Good or bad, they are truly
entertaining to read about and something chug out some quite deep thoughts. (Although I was a little sad
Dora was so disregarded because she was 'too good and docile')

The Romance

Oh, the romance. If you're thinking anything  finally  happens between Anne and Gilbert – well, think again.
But Montgomery has some other romance to offer, and it's truly adorable in the way it can be only from this
particular time - the turn of the century. So innocent, so beautiful and lovely, so plainly obviously
orchestrated - in a way that makes you like it even more.  Swoon!

The Feel

I will risk repeating myself, but I can't take away from the book.  Anne of Avonlea will let you enjoy
another "episode" oh the calm and quiet that you loved when you were reading the first book.  Most of us
long for something like that... once we get old and overworked enough, I suppose. The promise of green,
rolling fields, sunshine and flowers picked in the field.............

The Promise For More

As it's the second book, you're getting into a sort of pleasant sync with the story. And you don't want it to
end.  The ending of Anne of Avonlea promises our heroine a nice, bright future just round the bend, and
you'll want to find out all about it.  It reminds me the time I was going off to university myself, off to a new
start, to a life I knew nothing about. So let's hope that it will be as Anne would probably hope it would be:

So that's why I think you should continue with this series! It might be slow to start, but it gets good
afterwards. I'm sure you'll enjoy it if you pick it up.
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Jessica ❁ ➳ Silverbow ➳ ❁ Rabid Reads-no-more says

It's almost worse now that Anne and Gilbert are actually friends. *rubs fist over heart*

BUT.

I will persevere!

Elaina says

One thing I really like about the Anne of Green Gables series is the characters, of course! ^_^ You grow to
love all of them, old and new ones alike! :) As for some of the new, I liked Paul Irving, one of Anne’s
students at the Avonlea school. He was such a sweet and kind little boy! I also enjoyed Davy’s character. He
was one of the twins that Anne and Marilla took in after their mother had died. He was such a trip :P Davy
was always getting into trouble or caught eating the jam preserves Marilla had made…he just was a fun
character to read about and always made me laugh, although he was pretty mischievous too! One other new
characters I really liked was Miss Lavender Lewis! We didn’t see her I think until either the middle or close
to the end of the book I am pretty sure. It was entertaining when we got to see the conversations she had with
Anne when she would visit Miss Lavender :)

Of course, I still love all of the old characters from the first book too!! Anne, Gilbert, Diana, Mrs. Lynde,
and Marilla are all of my favorites! I was kind of sad that there wasn’t a whole lot of Gilbert in this book :/
There was barely any at all except for random times when a character would mention his name…I don’t
remember there being many scenes where he actually talked though :( I did really like the ending and I
thought it was sweet ^_^ This wasn’t my favorite out of the two I’ve read, but I still enjoyed it and I thought
it got more interesting once you knew all of the characters better like Paul and Davy :) I am sure I will like
the next book more though because I think I know what happens in it ;) That’s all I am going to say about
that lol


