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One of the greatest gifts parents can give their children is the assurance that Mom and Dad love them just as
they are, apart from anything that they do. But telling them once won't make it sink in. Kids need to be
reminded of it over and over, until those words get inside their hearts.

In the same way, children need to hear again and again that their Heavenly Father loves them and wants to
spend time with them--even if they're not wonderfully talented or extremely smart or exceptionally popular.

That message of God's unconditional acceptance and deep desire to enjoy a friendship with His children is at
the heart of this book.

Just the Way You Are, originally published by Crossway Books as Children of the King, has been newly
illustrated to enchant a whole new generation of youngsters. At the same time, it gives parents and
grandparents fresh opportunities to write God's never-changing desire on tender souls.

Combining the warm narrative of best-selling author Max Lucado and the classic illustrations of award-
winning artist Sergio Martinez, Just the Way You Are will entertain young readers as it teaches them a truth
that can open their hearts to Christ.

That truth--the assurance of God's delight in them--is a blessing that has eternal impact for all children of the
King everywhere.
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From Reader Review Just the Way You Are for online ebook

Cindi says

"But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us." Romans
5:8 (NIV)

Many find it hard to believe that the God who created the earth could love them. Surely they must be worthy
of His attention and love before He offers it willingly, they think. However, the Scripture found in Romans,
chapter 5, verse 8 clearly says that God loves even the unlovable, those filled with sin and with nothing of
worth to offer. "Just the Way You Are" written by Max Lucado and illustrated by Sergio Martinez
(previously published as The Children of the King) tells the story of just such a father.

Continue reading on Examiner.com God loves you "Just the Way You Are." The review of a book by Max
Lucado - San Francisco Christian fiction | Examiner.com http://www.examiner.com/christian-fic...

IrenesBookReviews says

A family of orphans learns they will be adopted by the King. They all begin to get ready by working on a
talent they have so the king will accept them. The youngest is friendly with people and helpful to strangers
but feels she has no real talent to show the King when he comes. She finds that by being herself she is the
one ready for the King when he comes. The King explains all he really wants is someone to spend time with
him and love him. It teaches kindness and taking the time to be with family and friends.

Dawn says

This book has great healing power. It has helped me to realize what is most important: being loving to those
around us. When we do this we are filled with God's love and can recognize his hand in our lives.

I totally disagree with the summary on Goodreads that explains what this book is about. It isn't about telling
our kids we love them. It is about living our lives with a proper focus so that we recognize the good and are
ready for God to show himself to us.

http://ackroydhouse.blogspot.ca/2015/...

Leanne says



Max Lucado's books for children are exceptional, every child deserves to have them read out loud to them
and every parent deserves to experience their message.

Charles says

This is another children’s book from Max Lucado that contains a powerful message. In a more primitive
time, five orphans live in a village. For mutual support and protection, the five siblings had banded together.
The village was in a kingdom and when the king learned of their plight, he announced that he would adopt
them and would be coming to take them away.
That announcement was met with great excitement and the children all decided to work very hard at honing
their skills in order to impress the king. One of the boys was an accomplished woodcarver, so he set out to
create an astounding item of wood art. One of his sisters was a painter, so she began developing what she
planned to be a masterpiece. Another one of the girls was a musician and she sat down and relentlessly
practiced on her violin and mandolin. A brother was a scholar, so he buried himself in studying all areas in
depth.
That left one girl that had neither of those skills. She was clumsy and no other recognizable skills. However,
she was very sociable and spent a great deal of time greeting new arrivals to the village, asking questions
about their travels. She made no distinction between the rich and poor, she talked to everyone.
One day, a rather nondescript man arrived at the village. He was alone and he wore standard clothing and
was riding a basic donkey, The girl was very kind to him, giving him what assistance she could, sitting with
him while he rested for a few minutes. The man then left to visit some people and he found them too busy to
talk with him. He then returned to the girl and revealed that he was in fact the king. He told the girl that she
was very special, for she had a kind and sympathetic heart.
The message is of course that even if it seems that you have nothing else to offer, expressing a kind and
generous heart is something that nearly all people appreciate. It is a great story that will touch the hearts of
people of all ages.

Heidi says

This is a wonderful book that teaches about how the greatest gift we can give is our heart. A little girl thinks
she has little to give b/c all of her siblings have such wonderful talents. But, they are so busy thinking of
themselves that they won't share their talents. She on the other hand is always helping and serving others and
so when the king comes to adopt her and her siblings (in disguise), she is the only one who is ready to
become his daughter. The others are too busy trying to think of ways to impress the king. Great little analogy
as most of Max Lucado's books are!

Stephanie says

This is a beautiful book--images and text align elegantly. The only thing I don't like is the summary on the
back of the scholastic edition of September 2000 which imposes a very Christian context which tells the
reader that the king is really 'the Heavenly Father'. The images, by Sergio Martinez, do evoke Puritans who
could be Dutch, English or from the United States.
I've read a few children's books in my time, but I did not see the Christian subtext until I closed the book. I



was quite surprised.
At it's best, I think religious stories and language are metaphorical. Anyway, that's what works for me.

Laura says

Five orphans are overjoyed when they hear that the King wants to adopt them. The villagers tell them they
need talents or things to impress the King so that when he comes he won't be disappointed, so they set to
perfecting their talents, all except the youngest sister, who isn't quite sure that she has a talent.

This is a sweet, sweet little book. I read it and had tears in my eyes, the message was so simple and yet so
profound. Max Lucado really has a way with expressing the gospel in terms that everybody can understand.
This is a lovely book, everyone should read it at least once.

*Taken from my book reviews blog: http://reviewsatmse.blogspot.com/2008...

Kellam Venosky says

Sometimes I just look to read Max Lucado's children's books for fun and to prepare for Sunday School
lessons. However, as I read tonight of how much our Heavenly Father loves us and delights in us just the
way we are, I was hit with a childlike faith that makes me feel blessed! God makes time for us, just the way
we are. Do we care for others that same way? Do we make time for God? If not, why not? He should be the
most important part of every day.

These books bring about good questions to ask any generation and make us reflect on God's great love for
us!

Emily Galicia says

This is a sweet and inspiring book. I read it and I really think we can get a simple and yet so profound
message. Max Lucado really has a way with expressing the gospel in terms that everybody can understand.
This is a lovely book, everyone should read it at least once. This is a story about a king who is going to adopt
5 orphans. The story focuses on the youngest girl, who fears she has no talent and can make no gift for the
king. The story shows how her heart and love is her gift, and she's the one the king bonds with. The
illustrations are quaint, as the story takes place a long time ago. I think this is great story to read to 3rd grader
and older graders, it is a great story for kids about being accepted just as the way they are.

Schuyler says

This is a great book and teaches a very good moral lesson. In it, a young orphaned girl learns that her own
gift of kindness is more special to a king than her learning to carve wooden figures, how to paint a
masterpiece, or developing a beautiful singing voice. It is important for children to remember who they are
and that everyone has special talents of their own. It isn't important to be the best at everything, but it is



important to be the best person you can be. I especially enjoyed the well drawn pictures while reading it.

Sheng Yang says

This story is really cute. It really fits the title. The aspect that I like the most out of this story, is that the little
girl did not need to change. Yes, she made the effort to acquire some notice or favor of the king when he
does come and visit. But ultimately it was because she was just herself, willing to go the extra mile that
really impressed the king. It is a very heart-warming story, I would read it to children because it has a good
moral to the story.

taeli says

read 5/6/14

Shelley says

Another nice Lucado book. This one is about knowing it's ok to be yourself and not trying to be like
everyone else to be accepted. It is a little more complex of a story than the simple wemmicks "you are
special" storyline, but just as meaningful....more for four year olds and older than a two year old.

Margaret says

I thought it was a great book about five orphans who find that the king was to try to adopt them and will
return soon. Four of them who have talents worked hard on their talents so they have something to offer the
king when does return after the villagers say "you need to impress the king." The fifth has no talents, but has
a big heart. She thinks she can't give the king 'her heart,' so tries to ask her siblings if one of them can teach
her his/her talent. However, when all of them decline saying, "They are too busy trying to finishing their gift
for the king. The little girl starts to become hard on myself.

The king comes and ask the little girl if she can groom his donkey, she replies yes. And goes and sit and talk
with this man who she doesn't reliezed is the king. When the king returns to adopt the five orphans -the first
four said, "They are too busy trying to finishing their gift for the king. But the one with no talents but with a
big heart, she is only one that ends up getting adopted.

The reason that I like this book is that teaches the king who represents Heavenly Father loves us for us. He
knows that a big heart is the greatest gift you can someone.


