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What's the best room in the house?

Isit the kitchen with its wonderful aromas and goodies?

Or isit the front porch, where guests flock to visit on summer nights?

Maybe it's the cozy bedroom, when you are snuggling deep under the covers on winter mornings.

With gracious text and enchanting images, Newbery Medalist Cynthia Rylant and acclaimed illustrator
Wendy Anderson Halperin invite readers home -- to remind us why there's no place like it!
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Josiah says

I would give this book two and a half stars.

Theillustrations of the unique, wonderful house are like nothing I've seen in picture book literature. Cynthia
Rylant's vibrant prose brings the imagesto life, taking us by the hand and lovingly showing what makes a
house wonderful. Her perceptive commentary make this one of the better picture books I've read.

Linda Lipko says

I'm tremendously enjoying this journey through children'sillustrated books. Cynthia Rylant, another
Newbery award winner for Missing May, has published many lovely children's books.
This oneiswonderful!

While each page is packed with details that could at first seem overwhelming, when | took time to slowly
study the images, | wasin awe of the lovely details.

With the talent of a seasoned writer and illustrated by Wendy Anderson Hal perin this team is awinning
combination.

Thisisajourney through each room of a house and it includes special detailed images of unique items.

I like this book so much | may purchase it as gifts for beloved children in my life.

Kathryn says

| loved this book! Mostly for the pictures, but the text is very swest, too. By thetime | was finished reading,
| wanted to go visit the home and the people who live there; explore the cluttered attic full of memories,
smell the lavender soap in the bathroom, make cookies in the kitchen, sip coffee snuggled up on the living
room sofa... sit on the porch and daydream. Of course, part of the charm for me may be that | love looking at
other people's homes; it's fun to see new neighborhoods and the architecture and landscaping and all the
nuances added and it's so nice to visit someone's home for the first time and discover al the waysthey are a
perfect match.

Ann says

A fun book to help little ones learn the different rooms of a house. The pictures should also intrigue readers
who like to peruse every detail of theillustrations. | was aso pleased at the numerous references to dogs and
cats;)



Erin says

This book has wonderful cozy illustrations of a home. But this book presents avery narrow imagining of
what a home should be. The first page shows al different kinds of homes from around the world, but it
precedes to tell you about one kind of home, an upper middle class American home. Thislevel of idealism
would be hard to compete with even if you were raised in the happiest of homes.

Lisa says

Thisis asweet, idealistic book about the different roomsin ahome. The tone of the story was pleasant.
Really enjoyed theillustrations.

Laura Walker says

This book shows that there are many types of houses. No matter which type of houseit is; it'swhat’sinside
that makes it a home. These houses have porches, living rooms, kitchens, bathrooms, bedrooms and attics.
Living rooms and kitchens bring the family together. Bathrooms are interesting you can find out alot about a
person by what you find in their bathroom. Bedrooms keep us sheltered and give us a place where we are
allowed to dream. While attics hold our memories from the past. | really loved the illustrations in the book
and the way that it showed the home. All the pictures had so much detail and really made for an fun reading
experience. | especially loved how the book showed that even though the house is very cool and interesting,
it isthe love and family within the house that matters and not the material possession.

Jessica says

Another incredibly unique idea that turned out well. Theillustrations are from avariety of perspectives,
though | don't love theillustrations themselves. Very detailed. One hitch, thisisnot a“typical” situation
Rylant describes, so that may be tricky to have in a classroom.

Jenny says

| loved theillustrations and story. Really, | love books like this that show quaint people, houses, family and
places. The only thing | didn't like about it was the reference to coffee and tea, but that's only because we
don't drink those so reading to my children | had to add parenthetically that we don't choose to drink things
like that.




Relyn says

Oh, I love thisbook. Really loveit. | adore the artist and the author, both. The tag line is "the wonderful
things about a house", and that's exactly what the book is about. I'm pretty excited because | just realized that
| can use thisin my classroom next year when we do our introductory unit on ourselves, our family, our
homes. I'm pretty stoked about that.

Kristi says

Cynthia Rylant is one of my favorite Children's authors. She has alovely writing style, and her stories are
familiar and comforting. Thisis one of our favorites - the illustrations and amazingly fun and detailed.

Krista says

One more Cynthia Rylant book that | just lovel She writes about each room in a house and why each oneis
wonderful. She showsthat it's not really about the house, but the living that goes on inside that makes it
special.

Sigour ney says

Absolutely gorgeoudly illustrated book all about the family home and the wonders they can hold.

Dolly says

We are big fans of Cynthia Rylant's books and when | saw the cover of this book, it reminded me strongly of
her collaboration with Wendy Anderson Halperin on the Cobble Street Cousins series.

The story is short and the setting is very quaint. | loved the depictions of the house, but | have to admit that
I've never seen any home quite like that. Still, it does show that it's the love, togetherness and people inside
the home that make it wonderful, not the possessions or the size of it. | always wanted a nice attic space like
what is described here. Maybe someday we'll have to make our attic more useable.

Overall, it's anice story that would be fun to read with younger children.

Newbury Town Library Youth Services says

Pairing Cynthia Rylant and Wendy Anderson Halperin is perfection. Rich, lush, gentle, and beautiful. Let's
take atour of one of the loveliest houses you've ever seen. It'salot like yours, I'm sure, asit focuses on what
makesit al so special, from smells, to tastes, to people, to pets.



Bliss.




