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Marine biologist Cassie Boulton has no patience when a modern-day Mr. Darcy appears in her lab on Cape
Cod. Proud, aloof Calder Westing III is the scion of a famous political family, while Cassie's success is hard-
won in spite of a shameful family history.

When their budding romance is brutally thwarted, both by his family and by hers, Calder tries to set things
right by rewriting the two of them in the roles of Mr. Darcy and Elizabeth Bennet from Pride &
Prejudice...but will Cassie be willing to supply the happy ending?
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From Reader Review The Man Who Loved Pride & Prejudice: A
Modern Love Story with a Jane Austen Twist for online ebook

Mummy Cat Claire says

This book was previously released as Pemberley by Sea. Honestly, the redo was the best thing for this book.
Basically, the whole book is a romance novel. If you are looking for a clean JA book then you won't like this.
I thought the premise of the book was great. I found the book to be entertaining and I liked the characters. I
think Reynolds to be a decent writer.
The book is 426 pages long. The last 100 pages, or so, was the weakest and slowest part for me. The author
took the book in a new direction around this time and it wasn't as good.
The reason for the name change, which was a good one, is because the main character is an author by trade
in the book. He writes a novel based on his experiences with Cassie, the female lead. He titled his novel
Pride and Presumption and wrote about the two of them as Darcy and Elizabeth. Really the novel within the
novel covers one chapter. So the book really isn't about that, so much.
I ended up really liking this book. There are some flaws though. I would like to have seen more information
about the supporting characters. They had their own sub-plot going and then it all just ended with no
explanation. Then I think the last 100 pages could have been condensed and shorted with the same point
coming across.
Overall, fun read but won't be for everyone.

Samantha says

I can honestly say that this is one of the first real adult romances that I have ever read. It was a bit more vivid
than the ones that I typically read. It took a little getting used to, but I've got a pretty good handle of it now. I
was never one to be partial to one-night stands.

I liked the general story. Marine Biology meets Pride and Prejudice sounds like my exact cup of tea. Certain
things just threw me off. Now don't get me wrong, I am a TOTAL romantic,...but after a while I just wasn't
feeling it. At first I was cheering for Calder and Cassie, but eventually the spell broke and I was left
wondering when I fell off the bandwagon. I still wanted them to be together, I just didn't feel how it ended up
that way. Some things were really working for me, and now I'm trying to find out where in the heck I made a
wrong turn and figure out where I need to be in order to get back onto the highway.

I loved reading Calder's rewriting of Pride and Prejudice!!! I can honestly say that I teared up at the same
time Cassie was. How can you not absolutely love that?!?! My heart was melting into slop, right there.
THAT is the reason this book gets a 4 (its not the only reason, but it IS one of the main ones).

I liked the characters overall. Cassie had so many different aspects to her and Calder was just one big
surprise after another. It was a perfect onion! (peeling back the layers at a pace that is easy enough to enjoy
the flavor, but not ever reaching the point of tearing up with stinging pain)
Erin changed a lot over the course of the book, which is very good. I am a fond believer that supporting
characters should learn and develop just as much as the main characters do.

I really enjoyed reading the descriptions of Woods Hole. I enjoyed the beauty and simplicity of it all.



Although it also had its many layers. I believe I can name that as the key technique in this novel: Layering.
The layering was absolutely sublime.

Overall, this book wasn't absolutely amazing, and probably should have received a 3. Or maybe a 3.64, to be
precisely fair. But given some of the writing style, development and that wonderful rewritten part, I just had
to bump it up. Don't come expecting too much, this book is just a quick little chick-lit morsel. =)

Melissa says

Initially, I thought I'd write that I liked this more than I ought, but that sensation only lasted through the third
sex scene (which was about a third of the way through the book). As the sex quotient stayed high, but the
plot and the characterization dwindled, I realized that this was chick lit sex fantasy masquerading as a
modern Jane Austen take, if only to give it a smidgen of legitimacy. I'd like to say I was too put off to finish
it, but like every bad soap opera I've ever gotten sucked into, I couldn't tear myself away, and, yes, I finished
it down to it's last schmaltzy page. I am not proud of myself.

Meredith (Austenesque Reviews) says

I am a big fan of Abigail Reynold's other books the "Pemberley Variations" and I enjoyed this book of hers
very much, although there are many differences in this book and her other series. First difference is the time
period, in her other series the story takes place in the time of Jane Austen, this book takes place in present-
day time. In addition, this book wasn't so much a retelling of Pride and Prejudice as the others, this book was
about a character who resembles Darcy and a character who resembles Elizabeth in our modern world. Yes,
there were other characters from P&P present such as Jane, Bingley, and Lady Catherine. But these
characters weren't entirely true to the originals, and the other characters from Pride and Prejudice were
missing like Georgiana, Lydia, Wickham, etc. So don't expect a "retelling" of Pride and Prejudice instead
expect a modern love-story similar to that of Darcy's and Elizabeth's in Pride and Prejudice.

The book was an entertaining read as I am someone who loves to read about romances similar to the love
story of Elizabeth and Darcy. Cassie is an Elizabeth in the modern world who we can admire. She is tough,
independent, she has the strength to take care of herself without the help of other, and the stubbornness and
wit she is famous for in P&P. Calder Westing is the silent, brooding Mr. Darcy who comes from a family of
politicians where they care only for good public appearances and not about family happiness. He has many
secrets that people don't know about him and as we learn in P&P first impressions aren't always accurate and
Mr. Darcy isn't always what he seems.

The romance between Cassie and Calder captivates you from the very beginning and their story is a realistic
one where they misunderstand each other, jump to conclusions, and give into their insecurities. I will advise
that the reader be prepared for romantic love-scenes between the characters and that this book should be
intended for mature eyes only.

While I enjoyed Ms. Reynold's writing in the modern times, I preferred her other books more. Also I found
some parts of the story a little bit unnecessary. She created some many obstacles for Cassie and Calder to
over come that I felt it was a little too much drama, yes we know "the course of true love never did run
smooth," yet what they went through seems to be too much. In addition, I felt the story went on longer than



necessary, of course we want to know what happens after the "happily ever after" but I felt what happened
after-wards led us to believe more that it wasn't a happily over after.

On the positive side it was fun to see the parallels in this book and Pride and Prejudice, I wish there was
more! The "Darcy's Letter" scenewas surprising, satisfying and an amazing idea from the author. I fell in
love with the characters and felt I could identify with them. In addition, you learn a lot about marine biology
and the coastal marshlands without it seeming like a science class.

Great work, Ms. Reynolds, I look forward to reading more of your books as you seem to understand
Elizabeth and Darcy wonderfully and keep their story alive and interesting!

MaryR says

Really fun

And a bit more timely than when Ms. Reynolds first wrote it. Pride and presumption, indeed.. A very hood
read.

Valetta says

Let's be clear about this book: this is NOT a modern adaptation of Pride & Prejudice. The author "stole" the
plot of Jane Austen's masterpiece adapting it to a 21st century setting in order to produce one of the most
lousy and predictable soap opera I've ever set my eyes on.
The characters are just stereotypes without the barest hint of personality, the love story is so stupid and
boring that after the first chapters I started to skip several passages at time.
Cassie (aka Elizabeth) is a marine biologist and that makes automatically a smart and witty person, which
actually is not, as all her thoughts and actions clearly show (btw even if you are a marine biologist you
cannot be 100% sure of when you are fertile and when you are not. And condoms are not used just to avoid
pregnancy but also against STD, as every person above 11 yers old knows). Calder (aka Darcy) is quiet and
reserved, which should make him both proud and profound. Of course, he is not. While the attraction
between Darcy and Elizabeth is slow to build, Cassie and Calder immediately fall for each other even if
Cassie fails to see the blatant signs of Calder interest just for the sake of the "tormented love story
stereotype". To add boredom to boredom the author prologs our sufferings by substituting the famous letter
Darcy wrote to Elizabeth explaining his past behavior with an infamous book in which Calder explains
himself to Cassie by retelling the whole story from his point of view. So the same boring story is told twice!
And guess what? The book Calder writes is no else that a modern adaptation of Pride & Prejudice. Again!
This is the most mortifying part of the book because Calder is supposed to be a great novelist, with a unique
and beautiful style but, of course, his fictional book is written by Reynolds therefore it is just like the rest of
this crap Reynolds wrote: stupid and boring.
You enjoy cheap romances? that's fine with me, I also enjoy a lot of books which certainly qualify as trash,
just please stop describing this book as something that it is not.Jane Austen didn't write chick-lit and her
books were not simple love stories, even if unfortunately most readers seem to think that. Her book were full
of wit and deep character and social insight, comparing every story in which a rich guy falls for a poor girl to
Pride and Prejudice is more an insult than a compliment and certainly does a poor service to "Auntie Jane".



Pygmy says

Piece of mediocrity that no doubt would become a flaming piece of poo if I ever made it past the 3rd chapter.
Even with what little I read, all the nonsubtle, romance-genre markers are there promising a sordid mess that
dares to claim inspiration from Pride and Prejudice.

A couple of things the author should keep in mind the next time she cribs from a master:

1) Please steal more effectively. In fact, stealing MORE would be recommended, because doing your own
"take" doesn't cut it.

2) Just because your female protag is a marine biologist/researcher doesn't make her automatically smart.
You still have to write her thoughts, words, and actions to reflect that smartness. Elizabeth Bennet sat around
all day sewing and listening to her frivolous sisters giggle, and yet she was brilliant. Genuinely witty. Mr.
Darcy spent all his time doing boring business work, I suppose, in between being royally bored at house
parties. And yet he was brilliant as well. Meanwhile, your Calder might say the mildest of light-hearted
remarks, and in the next sentence, Cassie is stunned by the "wittiness", as if the guy invented humor. Puh-
lease. Meanwhile, Cassie gives a standard spiel about her labwork, and Calder is bowled over as if she were
a Nobel Laureate. Cassie might not be indifferent about her work, but she doesn't seem passionate enough to
incite any sort of admiration.

3) Jane Austen takes almost an entire book to develop the friction, antagonism, verbal battles, miscues, and
growing attraction between our favorite couple. When Elzabeth denies liking Darcy, she means it. It's not
some thinly veiled protestation that invites rolling of eyes-- countless times in the first couple of chapters, the
story goes as follows: Cassie scoffs that a man like Calder could never like her. And oh, he stares at her like
a weirdo with intense, smoking eyes. Gee, I wonder! Oh no, couldn't be. >_> Over and over and over.
Smoldering staring == hot n' heavy soon to come, in romance-speak. Can you get any more obvious?

4) Jane Austen didn't need sex to make her characters sexy. From the 0 character chemistry already on
display, I knew any sex that was forthcoming would be a lame crutch, at best titillation for unpicky readers.
Well, I guess there's nothing wrong with that if that is your schtick. But don't masquerade it as anything
LIKE Jane Austen.

5) And since I'm on a nitpick roll, since when did sons of senators have groupies? Unless he's a celebrity or
the President's son, I hardly think he'll have any more facial recognition than your generic hot-guy-on-the-
street. Hell, I don't even know what any of my senators look like, much less their children.

Alyssa says

And at 250 pages in, I'm DNFing this book. This was quite possibly the worst book that I've read in the last
two years.

I'm no stranger to P&P retellings/reimaginings/alternate universes/etc., and I'm relatively familiar with
Reynolds' other works. For the most part - they're okay. "These kind of books" tend to be bodice rippers at



worst and a quasi-continuation of the much beloved P&P at best... and for me, they exist solely in the realm
of serious guilty pleasures that I am mildly embarrassed to be reading.

But this book was down right bad.

The Elizabeth character - Cassie - had no redeeming qualities and really no traits that would make one even
consider her as a modern day Lizzy if it weren't for the title of the book. She has a Doctorate in Marine
Biology so she's intelligent - I'll give her that - but that's really where the similarities end. She isn't witty,
funny, or easy to relate to. Cassie existed merely as a placeholder for the real Lizzy Bennet - it's as if
Reynolds said, "Here are the lines for this character and now you, reader, fill in what you know about
Elizabeth Bennet." I have absolutely no idea why a "true" modern day Darcy would be drawn to her.

Calder, our Darcy, read much along the same lines. He was silent, withdrawn, and taciturn... but that's about
the extent to which he was developed within the first 180 pages of book. As the two dimensional character
that he was, Calder-Darcy was incredibly unlikable but Reynolds failed to develop him any further.

To make matters even worse, Reynolds forced Cassie and Calder into awkward and unrealistic dialogue. I
know that she was trying to invoke the propriety of the Regency Era in a modern day setting but girlfriend, it
does not work. It only made Calder and Cassie's interactions painful to read.

(The Jane character? Bingley? Don't even get me started. The characters were bad. The comparisons between
this book and the original story was bad. It was just BAD.)

And last - the plot. Ugh, I do not know where to start with this. Reynolds took the entire story line of Pride
and Prejudice, watered it WAY down, and forced it into 150 pages (keep in mind - this is a 400 page book).
The beauty of Pride and Prejudice is that Elizabeth and Darcy take the entire length of the novel to grow and
change as characters - readers are able to come to understand them and watch them as their worldview
evolves. There is NO way that this could have been recreated in a mere 150 pages. Need I say it again? It
was just bad.

Oh? And the whole Calder turning out to be Nicholas Sparks thing? What the hell was that? Here's the cliff
notes version: Calder turns out to be a famous Nicholas Sparks-esque romance writer who decides that the
best way to woo Cassie is by writing their story as a modern day Pride and Prejudice. Yep - it was like a
book Inception. So after trudging through 150 pages of the worst modern P&P retelling, I had to relive it all
AGAIN through Calder's eyes. Again: it was bad. It also felt incredibly lazy because Calder's book was used
as the main source of character development for the males of the story. Also - we were supposed to believe
that he was an award winning author up for a teaching position at a university... so logically, we should have
been wowed by the pieces of his books that we read, right? Yeah, no. It read like bad fan fiction (and I have
a high tolerance for bad fan fiction).

I would be remiss if I failed to point out the pointless sexual encounters between Calder and Cassie. The fact
that these two characters had sex added nothing - NOTHING - to the story and only made their characters
even more unlike Lizzy and Darcy. I have to point out that I am a huge fan of the NA genre, I ENJOY bodice
ripping Harlequins, and erotica? Yeah, I've read my fair share of it and enjoyed it... so the fact that I had this
much of a problem with the sex in this book just solidifies how awful this book was for me. There was no
reason for Calder and Cassie to have sex. When it happened, they were basically strangers. The sex
happened so quickly that there wasn't even time to build up adequate sexual tension! I repeat - it added
NOTHING to the story line except to allow Cassie to talk about what a tender and considerate lover Calder
was (cue the gagging).



All in all, this book was terrible. I wouldn't recommend it to anyone. Ever. I'm kind of sad that I spent money
on it.

Patricia says

reviewer note
*I read this in 2013 and posted a review on my facebook page. I hope to get a chance to re read this again
this year.*

This is a good book to read in summer time since it takes place by the beach.

I have read previous books by Abigail Reynolds and could not wait to review this for the Bicentenary
challenge. This book had combinations of my favorite things, author, Jane Austen related, and takes place by
the sea to name a few. I always feel if I had been better when it came to sciences and math I would have been
a Marine Biologist like Cassie is. This book made me more aware of how a Marine biologist field is like and
enjoyed this part tremendously.

SPOILERS (for those who haven't read it)

One of my favorite parts of the book was halfway through when Cassie finds out Calder's new book, Pride
and Presumption was released and you read, through her point his novel and the parallels between what
happened between them and the characters in his book. You can get a sense of the changes taking shape in
the upcoming chapters for the two of them. Another one of my favorite parts was when She finds out his
pseudonym and she had talked to the author himself about one of his books without realizing it.

One of the ways I liked how the author modernized Pride and Prejudice was with Calder's father; Joe. In a lot
of ways Joe, reminded me of a male version of Lady Catherine de Bourgh how they seem to try to use their
wealth and positions in society, at least in Joe, to cause problems for those around them, especially if it is
beneath their status in life, ranging from marrying beneath them (both Joe and Lady Catherine de Bourgh) or
working outside of the political field. (Joe) He was not accepting to his sons wishes and interests when it
came to jobs and marriage and tried to cause hardships for Cassie personally. And Caro, I loved her
character. I loved how she became her own person and her character development by the end of the novel.
She is someone to admire for overcoming the obstacles she had to overcome when it came to her and Joe.

I had originally got this book through my local library and enjoyed it so much i got a copy for my nook! ( I
even got Morning Light to read) :) I highly recommend this book for anyone who wants to read a modern
adaptation of Pride and Prejudice.



Sheila Majczan says

I read this book shortly after it was first published in 2008 and loved it. It is a modern take off and is a stand
alone book although there are to be 3 in the series. Many elements from Pride and Prejudice are there:
misunderstandings, Cassie Boulton's poor background and connections. But the heat turns on when she
meets Calder Westing III. He has a conniving father who wants his son to follow him into politics and it is
not beneath him to use "persuasion" to direct his wife's and his son's lives to appear as he wants in the
public's eye. And Cassie has a secret she must keep both men from learning about.

I have read this book twice. There are MA scenes but it is all so delicious.

Mary says

Dear reader,

If you are in the mood for a modern, sometimes hard hitting,oft times romantic read,then this book should
find itself on your TBR list immediately.

This compelling story centres around Cassie,a marine biologist and Calder Westing,Senator Joe Westing's
son.

They meet,fail to delight the other and presume they will never have to suffer the company of the other in the
short time they will be staying in Woods Hole.

What they certainly didn't bargain on were the nocturnal activities that they would indulge in while on a
research based visit to the swamp and the far reaching implications of said visit!!

What I loved most about this story were the carefully chosen words used to describe the sheer anguish
suffered by both Calder and Cassie.

Not only did they both have strong feelings for the other but their aptitude for misconstruing the
messages,body language and heartfelt desire of the other was so touchingly written of,that you,as the
reader,felt their pain and shared in their sorrow.

I thought it very clever when Calder,so bereft at his failed relationship with Cassie,so utterly
heartbroken,tormented and adrift,penned a book telling their story, expressing to her,in the only way he knew
how,what she meant to him,his deep and earnest feelings for her and his anguish when his wishes fell short
of reality.

Yes,the emotive language used to portray 'Darcy's' feelings of abandonment, inferiority, loneliness and sheer
helplessness in the face of the futility of his feelings for 'Elizabeth' made this book utterly compelling.

Aside from the romance,we were also privy to the constraining,controlling Joe Westing, his bully-boy tactics
aimed not only at his son,but Cassie and his own wife,Caro.



We were also witness to the 'almost' life Caro had lived as the wife of Joe and the huge psychological and
emotional toll said life had taken on her.

I must admit to applauding her bravery in her stand against him,at the end,and can only hope that she is
courageous enough to realise she deserves a chance to live the life that she wants to lead,at her own behest,
and not indulging a man who neither respects nor loves her for the strong woman she once was.

I highly recommend this book. There are a number of different elements at play,but they happily converge to
make this a most engaging and compelling read. Enjoy!

Ceri says

I've read quite a few books by Abigail Reynolds; she's written a number of variations on Pride and Prejudice,
changing certain elements and exploring how it could have affected the path of the story. However, this was
the first thing I've read by her that is set in modern times and I wasn't quite sure what to expect. This is is
modern day version of Pride and Prejudice. Cassie, who is a marine biologist, meets Calder, who is the rich
son of a congressman through a friend of hers starting a relationship with a friend of his.

Cassie and Calder's relationship starts off badly when he refuses to dance with her (sound familiar?!) but it's
not only that which prejudices her against him. Firstly, she has been badly hurt by a previous relationship
breakup, and doesn't really have much trust in men, she has a few secrets that she's been keeping from
everybody and she also doesn't think it's within the realms of possibility that somebody from Calder's
background would be interested in her for anything other than a quick fling. Calder's father is a Republican
senator for whom image is everything, and the senator is also pretty anti-science, so when Calder finds
himself interested in Cassie he fights it, knowing that she would be completely unacceptable to his family.

Obviously, since this is a modern update of P&P we know that Calder feels more for Cassie than she realises
but the penny doesn't drop for a long time. In P&P, Lizzy feels sorry for Darcy's feelings once she's digested
his letter, and she has unwittingly led him to have feelings for her, whereas Cassie has both given active
encouragement to Calder and been very cold towards him to preserve her own feelings without any thought
for his, so she has more to feel bad about. Plus Calder's version of the letter spells eloquently how much he
cared, and how she's basically ripped out his heart and trampled all over it. One thing I think Abigail
Reynolds generally does well is the type of pain which has you gripped to your kindle, and you feel bad for
both Calder and Cassie. But even when things begin to look hopeful they will have some family obstacles to
overcome.

I thought this was an interesting update. A lot of the modern versions of Pride and Prejudice that I've read
have very young protagonists but I liked them being a little bit older, and I also thought it was clever that
instead of both being misled by vanity, instead they were misled because they both saw themselves as
unworthy in some way - Cassie can't see a rich man staying interested and Calder has never felt loved by
anybody. I thought him being part of such a ruthless, image-conscious senator's family gave an
understandable reason for Calder to fight his attraction to Cassie. I liked the insights into the mechanics of
Cassie's work too. On the flipside, I found it frustrating that neither of them would talk to each other about
how they felt for so long. There is a lot lacking in Mr Darcy's courtship of Lizzy but at least at Hunsford she
knew what she was turning down; at this couple's Hunsford moment it's not at all clear what Calder wants
from her. Also, Darcy gets the letter straight to her, Calder's 'letter' is delivered in a much more roundabout



fashion and leaves a good deal to chance. It's understandable because he has so much less self-belief than
Darcy, but it's still frustrating. It's good that by the end of the book we see these two work through some of
their baggage and family issues, particularly Calder.

I enjoyed this book and I'd recommend it. There is another book in this series, 'Morning Light' which I
believe is influenced by Jane Austen's 'Persuasion', which I'll try and read soon.

Meredith (Austenesque Reviews) says

The Man Who Loved Pride and Prejudice was originally published as Pemberley by the Sea (a more fitting
and becoming title, in my humble opinion) in 2008. This is a reissue of that same book in a Mass Market
Paperback Edition but with a different title, no changes were made to story. Its now being available at a
lower price and in a smaller size makes it perfect if you are looking for a book to take with you on the beach
or to the pool this summer!

If you have read any of Abigail Reynold's Pemberley Variations you are aware that she is a very talented and
creative author that has a great understanding and love for Pride and Prejudice and Jane Austen. Her
variations display her wonderful story-telling skills and her penchant for implementing a lot of angst and
emotional development in her plots. If you haven't read a novel by Abigail Reynolds I would advise being
prepared for romantic love-scenes between the characters and recommend this book for mature eyes only.

In The Man Who Loved Pride and Prejudice Abigail Reynolds leaves the Regency Era behind and brings her
favorite couple to the twenty-first century where Elizabeth (Cassie) is a marine biologist and Darcy (Calder)
comes from an illustrious yet dysfunctional politician family. Cassie Boulton is as admirable and intelligent a
heroine as Elizabeth Bennet. Growing up in an impoverished and uneducated family has molded Cassie into
a tough, independent, and stubborn woman who can take care of herself without the help of others. Calder
Westing grew up in a family where having a good public image and earning votes was more important than
familial happiness. This silent and brooding Mr. Darcy has a few hidden secrets though, and proves that first
impressions aren't always accurate.

The Man Who Loved Pride and Prejudice is a wonderfully entertaining and sensual modern adaption of
Pride and Prejudice. I enjoyed looking for the parallels between this book and Pride and Prejudice, I wish
there were more of them! Furthermore, "Darcy's Letter" was uniquely and satisfyingly depicted and one of
my favorite parts of the book. In addition, Ms. Reynolds includes such vivid and detailed accounts of the
scenery and marine life that the reader learns a lot about marine biology and the coastal marshlands without
it seeming like a science class. Abigail Reynolds's setting of Woods Hole, Massachusetts is full of small-
town charm and appeal. How I would love to visit there some day!

However, I have to confess to liking the first half of the book more than the second half though. I feel this is
because there were perhaps too many obstacles for Cassie and Calder to overcome in the second half. Yes,
“the course of true love never did run smooth,” but what Cassie and Calder went through seemed to incur too
much drama and made their relationship feel a little hectic and problematic. The second half the of the book
included a lot about Calder's domineering, manipulative father and his passive, repressed mother. While I
thought these two characters excellently drawn and their story interesting, I felt it would have been better in a
sequel or book of its own.

Overall, The Man Who Loved Pride and Prejudice is an excellent modern adaption of a Jane Austen novel



and remains one of my favorites! Great work, Ms. Reynolds, I look forward to reading more of your novels
as you seem to understand Elizabeth and Darcy intimately and pen such beautiful stories about them! It is my
dear wish that you take us back to Woods Hole again one day!

Austenesque Reviews

Barbarac says

A couple of years ago, when this book had a different name I started reading it. And now I know why I never
finished it that time. I really enjoyed the first half of the book, the love story, because after all, that's what I
was looking for. And then when you think everything is peachy and the book ends, here comes the 2nd part?
The whole story about her family problems, which had been barely mentioned in the beginning of the book,
and then of course all the problems with his family. Just didn't ring right, it was like an afterthought. The
characters stopped growing in this second part of the book, and they kept having the same arguements over
and over, the same discussions. It got really long really fast. Again, perfect ending after she reads Stephen's
book and realizes what's going on and gets together with him. The end. The rest was like an extremely long
footnote, with useless characters that had no point in the second half (Rob?, what's his role in the second
part?). But I did enjoy the fact that she was a real woman, as opposed to a lot of romance novels. She had a
job, worked long hours and was passionate about her career...not another Bridget Jones.

Meg says

Abigail Reynolds’ The Man Who Loved Pride & Prejudice, tagged as a modern love story “with a Jane
Austen twist,” is a contemporary romance with overtones of the Austen we know and love. Cassie and
Calder have the push-and-pull, love/hate thing down pat — until suddenly, almost out of nowhere, they’re
staring dreamily into each other’s eyes. And sharing a steamy evening in the water.

That didn’t bother me. As a whole, I’m a huge fan of the “You’re a jerk but, OMG — you’re smokin’ hot”
plot trope. Generally speaking, that makes for some good times. But here? I’ve discovered why
contemporary romance typically doesn’t work for me: I’m all about wishes. And daydreams. And build-up.
And fantasy. When Things Really Begin To Happen — and y’all know what I’m saying — I suddenly lose
interest. Like a lusty teenage boy only after “one thing,” I’m all hot and bothered and into this story until I
get what I want. And then? I’m ready to move on.

Such is the case with The Man Who Loved Pride & Prejudice. I was super into the plot as Cassie and Calder
met and tried to avoid one another, enjoying all the Austen-like twists that were similar enough to our dear
Jane to be interesting but, importantly, different enough to keep my attention. But once the sizzle ratcheted
up and “passions were consummated,” if you will (and that happens frequently), my ambivalence took over.

But I enjoyed the story for what it was: a contemporary tale of love, family and making one’s own way in the
world. The Massachusetts setting and Cassie’s unconventional job elevated this one beyond the typical
romance, and I appreciated that. While some of the dialogue felt stilted, I still liked the witty Darcy-and-
Elizabeth-like banter flowing between our two leads. Fans of modern love stories and contemporary romance
probably will, too.




