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From Reader Review By the Light of the Silvery Moon for online
ebook

Sarah says

This was my first time reading anything of Tricia Goyer, and I must admit that I was rather disappointed.
The story started out rather well and had me intrigued. However, by the time I was in the 3rd chapter, my
high hopes for it were beginning to sink.
The time period is set during the Titanic as Amelia and her aunt prepare to dock the 'unsinkable ship' on her
maiden voyage to America. Throw in a mysterious stranger who gains the compassion of Amelia, a rich man
who seems to have lost more than he can bear, and a son who cares more about what society thinks of him
than he will admit.
I had several times throughout the book that I wanted to quit reading. However, I decided that I would
continue reading to give it a fair chance. Goyer's writing style was easy to read and fairly enjoyable, but
when it came to conversations and relationships, she really tanked. Her character development was also hard
to follow. The one character that was half good was Amelia, although even she seemed to have a watery
development that was hard to understand.
'By the Light of the Silvery Moon' was a romance, and I knew that when I picked it up, but I hoped that
perhaps it would still be an enjoyable read. I dislike romance that isn't realistic. Propriety and modesty were
all but lost in this book. The gentlemen were too forward for the time-period (although I am not saying that
ungentlemanly men didn't exist, the men in this book were gentlemen and should have conducted themselves
as such), and young Amelia didn't seem to mind a bit.
Amelia is setting out for America to meet a gentleman whom she has been in correspondence with. He paid
for her ticket as he felt that he would like to get to know her better to possibly see if they had any future
together. Thus sets the basic story line. However, Amelia seems all too anxious to leave this faithful fellow
for the next handsome fella that comes along. Although she seems to have high standards and good faith in
the Lord, she also seems to let those slide throughout the book. Goyer added a few plot twists that really
didn't make sense in the book- such as Amelia trying to find out as much as she can about her lost mother.
Although that might have added some interest to the story, it wasn't done well enough to actually pull
through.
We all know how the Titanic met its end. Having researched lots on the Titanic, I was slightly disappointed
with the historical details in the book. However, I didn't mind as much as it wasn't a very large part of the
story. What did surprise and disappoint me, though, was the ending of the book. It felt very rushed and
halted, jerking the reader around in a way that was rather dizzying.
All in all, I wasn't very satisfied with the book. I am still deciding as to whether or not I want to give Goyer
another chance and read another of her stories.

Maureen Timerman says

As we observe the hundred year mark of the sinking of the Titanic we are remembering that cruise.
Amelia Gladstone is about to embark of the journey of a lifetime. She is traveling to Connecticut with her
Aunt Nelda. Her cousin Henry was to join them, but ended up in jail. She has his ticket, and when she
observes a man being manhandled and thrown off the ship, she does what she does best, and goes to his
rescue.
Quinten gladly takes the ticket and boards. God has his hand in all of this...I am in awe of all that happens.
Yes we relive this tragedy, but we also find wonderful God Loving people. Enjoyed reading the description



of this great "unsinkable" ship, such opulence.
You meet the Rich and famous and some with a lot of notoriety...and we know the fate of most. We relive
the moment of the iceberg hit, and the loading of the life boats...even if we wish things would change here it
doesn't.
While reading this enjoy going with Amelia around the ship, and we hear her thoughts! Great! We also
experience the wonderful experiences of "Forgiveness". I loved embarking on this cruise, thank you Tricia
Goyer.

I received this book from the Publisher Barbour, and was not required to give a positive review.

Valerie (Val's Vicinity) says

Amelia is a likeable character and is easy to cheer for; when she and her aunt board the Titanic in search of a
fresh start in America it's easy to hope things turn out well for them. The story immediately starts out
interesting when Amelia's soft heart causes her to spontaneously give a spare ticket for passage on the
Titanic to a homeless man, Quentin. He is estranged from his brother and millionaire father, who
coincidentally are also on board the Titanic. This situation of course causes a bit of drama, but it keeps things
interesting! I enjoyed watching Amelia and Quentin get to know one another over the course of their voyage.

With almost the entire book taking place on board the Titanic the number of places and settings the
characters can visit is rather limited, however it was handled very well. Amelia is a second class passenger,
yet we also get some looks into first class and a couple glimpses into third class as well. The general feeling
of awe over the design of the ship is continually felt, from first class down to third, and even in the actions
and comments of the stewards and maids.

Unfortunately, the looming tragedy didn't allow the story to be completely enjoyable for me. It's definitely
well written and well researched, but the entire time I had the question "when is it going to happen?"
lingering in the back of my mind. I did enjoy the stories of Amelia and her acquaintances, but at the same
time I felt sad knowing the fate that awaited them. They all felt completely safe on the "unsinkable" Titanic;
crew members and passengers alike often praised the opulence and design of the ship. I imagine these types
of comments actually were very common... yet I couldn't help but feel sad every time someone expressed
their trust in the doomed vessel.

From what I know of the Titanic, everything seemed very realistic and I actually learned some things, too.
It's hard to imagine living through such an event, but with the aid of fictional characters this book does give a
glimpse of what it must have been like. It's hard to use words conveying enjoyment of a book that covers
such an event, but if you have any interest in Titanic, I definitely would recommend this book. It's not
particularly graphic, but I think it gives a good picture of the events as seen through the eyes of Amelia and
her friends.

Thanks to the publisher (Barbour Books) for providing me with an e-galley via NetGalley for review.



Rambling Readers says

When the Titanic set sail 100 years ago no one knew that the grand ship's legacy would turn tragic. The story
has been repeated so often over the years that most of us know the facts by heart. By the Light of the Silvery
Moon by Tricia Goyer is the second fictionalized account of the Titanic that I have read in the last month. I
loved Goyer's descriptions of the ship from the finest rooms of first class to the staff quarters. Amelia's
association with characters of three different stations - the first class Damian Walpole, the second class
Quentin Walpole, and a stewardess - take her to all levels of the ship during her four day voyage. Most of the
plot is set in the first and second classes, and I could picture the grandeur and stateliness of what was an
unparalleled vessel. The cameo appearances of real-life passengers, John Jacob Astor and Margaret Brown
added an extra layer of authenticity to the story.

The Titanic sinks near the end of the novel; and while I enjoyed the plot, characters, and historical details,
there was the element of predictability. I initially expected the story to focus partially on the Titanic voyage
and partially on life after the tragedy. I felt a sense of foreboding knowing the inevitable event that was
going to occur and wondering what the outcome would be for the characters that were introduced. The back
stories of Amelia and Quentin provided more depth and interest to the story. Amelia finds herself in
somewhat of a love triangle between her potential suitor in America, Quentin, and his brother Damian. The
question that lingers is who will capture her heart and who will survive the ship's sinking? The answer is
bittersweet with heartwarming tones of love and sacrifice.

Tricia Goyer pays homage to the Titanic in By the Light of the Silvery Moon and preserves a bit of its
history. There are so many real stories of Titanic passengers that we will never know, and reading a well-
written and researched fictionalized account gives us insight into an event that should not be forgotten.

I received a complimentary e-copy of this book from NetGalley, courtesy of Barbour Publishing. I was not
required to write a positive review. The opinions expressed above are my own. I am disclosing this in
accordance with the Federal Trade Commission’s 16 CFR, Part 255 “Guides Concerning the Use of
Endorsements and Testimonials in Advertising.”

Laura says

Title: BY THE LIGHT OF THE SILVERY MOON
Author: Tricia Goyer
Publisher: Barbour Books
March 2012
ISBN: 978-1616265519
Genre: Historical romance

Amelia is heading to America to meet a man she’s been writing, a man who paid her and an aunt’s passage
on the Titanic, so they could meet in person and investigate the possibility of a union. A cousin is also
supposed to accompany the women, but he was thrown in jail the night before passage. When Amelia sees a
stowaway being thrown off the ship, she runs after him and gives him her cousin’s ticket so he can have a
fresh start.

Quentin Walpole is an American by birth, but an unfortunate event in his childhood spells the route for ruin.



While his father and older brother thrived, Quentin lived as a homeless man. Desperate for a new beginning,
Quentin boards the ship, but is surprised to discover his father and brother are also on board.

When Amelia discovers the truth of Quentin’s identity she works to reunite him with his family. But as
Amelia works to reconcile father and son, she finds herself the object of both brothers’ affection. Can she
choose between two brothers or the suitor waiting on land? Or will she lose everything to the icy waters of
the Atlantic?

BY THE LIGHT OF THE SILVERY MOON is a book I long awaited reading since I read the press release
on it, probably around this same time last year. It is centered around the famed maiden voyage of the Titanic,
so you know there will be lots of drama.

I love Ms. Goyer’s historical books, and this one is no different. Ms. Goyer is a top must read historical
author for me. Her research is detailed and the characters transcend time and come to life on the pages of the
book. My heart broke for Quentin from the prologue, and I wondered what would become of that poor child,
but thankfully I didn’t have long to wonder.

If you like historical fiction you won’t want to miss BY THE LIGHT OF THE SILVERY MOON. The lyrics
of the original song are included at the end of the book in their entirety. Recommended. $12.99. 320 pages.

Gemma (Passion for Novels) says

like this review see more at http://passionfornovels.blogspot.com

I have to say I was looking forward to this arc so much I read it in November before I realised I couldn't
publish my review until February! I love anything set around the time of the Titanic in general, I a bit of a
sucker for a love story which I know may have a bad ending, I mean we all know it sinks right?

This novel comes with a lot of religious moments which didn't appeal to me as much, but as a person who
isn't very religious it didn't go too far into the storyline so it is still suitable for most readers. The storyline is
a great battle between the two brothers Quentin and Damian and their affections for Amelia, the main
protagonist. It discusses the importance of deciding a suitable partner for yourself yet Amelia keeps
wondering what God has in store for her which I thought was quite contradictory at times.

Amelia is always looking to help anyone she can and this is why Quentin is the brother she is immediately
drawn to. At the beginning we are unaware that the two are brothers and in fact long lost, Quentin left home
and never kept in touch due to an horrific accident in the past. I enjoyed the fact that the book did skip briefly
to a different time period where Quentin and Damian were young, you really get a sense of why Quentin has
struggled through life and why Damian feels the need to protect his father. You get lost in a lovely storyline
which makes your heart glow.

In terms of history and the Titanic I think Goyer has done an amazing amount of research and it really pays
of in the storyline. I really found that once I got into this book I really couldn't put it down and read it in two
days. In the year of its 100th anniversary Tricia Goyer has done it proud as her setting for this truely heart-
wrenching story.



Melissa says

I was quite disappointed by this book, since Tricia Goyer books are often some of my favorites and her
romance is often more realistic than others.

I keep a journal of negatives and positives for most of the books I read, and here are some for this book.

Negatives: Everyone seems to be instantly drawn to or attracted by the main lady character. She is pretty,
yes, and nice, but this is not always the way it happens and perhaps would give the readers the same
imagination of young men falling for them.
Main character (Amelia) lies about some things.
Too much emphasis on romantic reactions, such as goosebumps. Giving a playful pout and other flirtatious
behavior.
Amelia thinks of getting advice from a Catholic priest.

Positives: Wealth and luxury not the goal, people shown as happy in poorer classes. Amelia tries to help the
poor and needy, and shares the gospel with Quentin. Waits on God and prays. Quite a few historical people
and details are mentioned.

So, I liked some of it. But, Mrs. Goyer, my talented acquaintance, I would encourage you to remember not
just realism, but also more of godly, restrained character to be shown by your heroines. Not perfection, but
there could be more growth in the characters.

Hannah says

I loved this story! I grabbed it in haste because church was about to start, I'd heard the author was local, and
the cover was pretty. Not always the most trusty method of finding new favorites! When I read the synopsis,
I was sure I'd made a mistake. It's a Titanic story—and I've never liked Titanic stories because people die.

But this story was fabulous. It felt like I was right there from the careful detail of the descriptions. And the
characters were so real, it seemed like I'd know them if I met them on the street.

**July update...I tried to order this the first week I read it and was disappointed to find that I couldn't get a
paperback copy. Last week I found a hardcover at Half Price bookstore in Texas...so I've reread it and love it
just as much as before!

Sarah Sundin says

Be still my heart! A shipboard romance, a prodigal son, Tricia Goyer’s rich historical research, and all the
Titanic’s lushness and impending doom—By the Light of the Silvery Moon is everything a historical
romance novel should be.

Tricia Goyer is one of my favorite novelists, and this book delighted me. Goyer's storytelling and research



shine, and the characters are truly engaging. Most importantly, this story truly touched and moved me. I
highly recommend it.

Kate says

Quentin, who has seen much in his life and as of lately is now in great need. When a stranger hands him a
boarding pass aboard the Titanic, promise and chance has given him an opportunity to make a change in his
life.
Amelia is amazed of what the Titanic has to offer its passengers. Traveling with her Aunt Neda they leave all
behind to venture to America to meet Mr Chapman the man she has been corresponding with. Amelia's heart
always looking to help a person in need, her unselfishness not going unnoticed.
Damien, the son of wealthy businessman Clarence Walpole, does not expect to find aboard the Titanic what
he has long given up. He is looking to find the girl of his dreams. He has everything money can buy, but
could he "buy" the one he longs for most?
A well reseached and well crafted novel of happiness, heartbreak, forgiveness and darkness are tied together
in one impossible to put down book. Peer into the lives and hearts of these realistic characters and journey
with them aboard a great ship on it's ill-fated maiden voyage. Stories and accounts about Titanic has captured
the attention and hearts of so many over the years. This book brings this time to life along with very
descriptive, charming and fulfilling scenery. A romantic and suspenseful read that will keep you reading
until the end! Plot, character development, dialogue, description and scenery all mesh together expertly
making this an inspiring read one I won't forget anytime soon! I recommend this novel to everyone as we
near the 100th anniversary of the Titanic's sinking to catch a glimpse of history!! Thanks so much to Barbour
Publishing and Netgalley for the ARC for my review!

Michelle says

I rarely buy books, but saw this in a Barnes and Noble while on vacation two days after the 100th
anniversary of the Titanic's sinking, so I picked it up. I read the prologue and was immediately drawn in by
the tragic opening and decided I must read the rest of the book. I have a fascination with the Titanic's sinking
and that whole tragedy anyway, so I couldn't resist the urge and ended up buying it. I'm so glad I did. I read
the book in two days and enjoyed it very much.

There were so many things to like about this story. The author did a great job with setting and making me
feel like I was there on the ship. Amelia was compassionate and a very likable heroine. The brothers were
both endearing in their own ways. I felt pity for the father and his pain from not knowing the well-being of
his youngest son. I loved how the author had written a parallel story similar to the prodigal son from the New
Testament. Some of the dialog was even the same. That part of this book was particularly moving and
brought tears to my eyes. Which one of us hasn't felt worthy of someone's love and forgiveness at some point
in our pasts? The emotion of the characters as they dealt with repentance and forgiveness was very touching
as was the way Amelia ministered to Quinton's spiritual needs.

The thing that intrigued me most about this story was not knowing which brother was going to come out as
the survivor in the end. Not only that, but I was anxious about who was going to live and who was going to
die other than the well-known passengers like John Jacob Astor. The description of the passengers' trauma



following the sinking was well done. I can't imagine the survivor's guilt many of them must have felt. Each
brother had special traits that the heroine loved, but she had to choose who would hold her heart in the end.
At times I even fluctuated on who I thought that should be. This was a heartwarming story with a very
satisfying ending. The romantic elements tugged on my heart strings as well. Highly recommended.

Kathleen (Kat) Smith says

On the approaching 100th anniversary of the Titanic, Tricia Goyer has once again written an outstanding
historical romantic novel, By The Light of The Silvery Moon. I must say I was personally challenged to read
a romantic fictional novel based on travels on the fated Titanic without thinking about James Cameron's
theatrical version, but I can honestly say I was enchanted and captivated by her words.

Meet Amelia Gladstone who is traveling aboard the Titanic in search of a future relationship with a man
known only to her through his written correspondence as Mr. Chapman. He believes that because they have
related so well through their letters, a face to face meeting might prove to be advantageous to them both. As
they are about to board, Amelia comes face to face with a man known only as Quentin, dressed in rags and
about to be tossed off the ship for attempting to be a stowaway.

When Amelia's cousin, Henry Gladstone was arrested in London last minute, she was left with his ticket.
Being one with a heart of gold, she offers the ticket to Quentin as a gift he doesn't have to repay. Now that he
has a legitimate reason to board the ship, he stays in Henry's room wondering just what God has in mind
with this last chance offer.

Quentin believes his good fortune is divinely inspired when he begins to learn more about Amelia's pure
heart despite the fact that he has made too many mistakes in his past. Those mistakes have cost him
everything from his family to his financial standing when he kept running instead of facing the consequences
of his actions. What will happen aboard the Titanic will change the lives of Amelia and Quentin forever and
show that God does have plans for all of us, and nothing passes through His hands without His knowledge.

I received By The Light of The Silvery Moon compliments of Litfuse Publicity for my honest review and
have to rate this one a perfect 5 out of 5 stars. I've been a huge fan of not only anything Tricia Goyer has
written but also of the Titanic as well. So when I had to opportunity to review this one, I knew I would
immediately love it. This one plays out as a great historical romance that Tricia did an exceptional job
breathing life into, and also portrays a different version of the prodigal son from the Bible. This one I highly
recommend and it will captivate you from the very first page. I could not put this one down.

Jesseca Wheaton says

I loved this book. I'm not sure there's much else to say. ;) The beginning was a little slow, but it quickened up
soon enough. The parallel to the prodigal son was astounding. And the ending! *cries* I was not expecting
that to happen to the person. I thought it would happen to the other brother.
It was also a bit nerve-wracking to read sine you know the time-line of the Titanic's voyage, and I just
couldn't figure out how it would all be wrapped up before the ship sank!
I think my favorite part of the story was the brothers. I love reading books about the relationship between
brothers. And just how it ended was just ... AUGH! I'm not sure I'll ever get over the ending.



But yes, all in all it was a beautiful book! :)

Katy says

To be fair, I'm not a huge fan of Christian lit. I rarely read it, if just because I dislike being preached at for
300 pages. I knew this book was Christian lit when I picked it up, but I've been on a massive Titanic kick
lately and thought it looked interesting. The sample chapter also looked pretty good, a beautiful cover, and
the reviews were stellar. The Christianity wasn't my problem with this book. There were preach-y parts, but
they weren't overwhelming by any means, and I felt that, for the most part, I could skip right over them if I
found them objectionable.

No, my biggest problems with this book concerning its one-dimensional, almost unbelievably simplistic
characters; the boring, stilted writing; the bad dialogue; and the fact that despite being set on the Titanic in
1912, there was very little sense of time or place.

I never got any sense of the characters, that they changed in any perceptible way. Again, to be fair, I
skimmed large chunks of the last 100 pages or so because it just didn't hold my interest. But what I did see of
the characters was less than impressive. Amelia never rang true to me - she was almost what a fan fiction
writer would call a "Mary Sue" - no faults at all. The author tries to manufacture faults for the leading man,
Quentin, but he's so nobly self-sacrificing, it's difficult to believe he once led a totally dissolute life. Some
characters pop up and then nothing is ever done with them that I saw - Dorothea, for example. Nobody really
grew as a result of their experiences. I could not care about them at all.

The writing was bland, as well. The dialogue was stilted and expository and never really rang true -
something seemed off, as if you couldn't quite imagine real human beings saying what Ms. Goyer had her
characters say.

I'll also echo someone else here, and say you never really got the sense that the characters were aboard the
Titanic, or even really that they were living in the beginning of the last century. There was no sense of time
and place at all. Extremely disappointing, since I was reading it for the Titanic in the first place. There also
seemed to be a disappointing number of historical inaccuracies as well.

Not at all recommended.

Tammi says

By the Light of the Silvery Moon by Tricia Goyer was a book I looked forward to reading and I wasn’t
disappointed.

As we approach the 100th anniversary of the Titanic’s sinking on April 10th, I wonder what that time was
like. What were the hopes and dreams of the passengers and the crew. Many of those stories are gone
forever. Tricia Goyer, wrote a story of what might have been.

Although I enjoyed the story I was conflicted with wanting to put the book down and not read further and
continuing reading to the end of the story. The reason? I was caring for the characters more and more and



knowing what happened to the real Titanic I didn’t want to know who didn’t survive, but I did continue to
the end, because I really wanted to know what would happen.

There is a strong Prodigal son theme, as well as, God’s plan of redemption within the pages of this book.
Quentin Walpole is the Prodigal. His mother drowned saving him from drowning when he was 5 years old.
He had been running and hiding ever since. When he became an adult, he asked his father for his inheritance
and moved to London to begin a business of his own, his business did well for a time, but when competition
moved in, he lost it all: his business, money, home, friends, and he lived homeless for two years.

Amelia Gladstone has a giving heart and serves God by serving others. While she and her Aunt Neda are
preparing to board the Titanic, Amelia sees some of the stewards roughly taking a man off the ship. She has
an extra ticket that was for her cousin, who wasn’t able to travel, so Amelia gave the ticket to Quentin.

Clarence and Damien Walpole-- Quentin’s father, and brother, are also on the ship. Clarence prays daily for
his son and hopes that someday he will return home. Damien wishes his brother will never return.

I give this book 5 out of 5 stars.

** By the Light of the Silvery Moon by Tricia Goyer was provided for me free by Litfuse Publicity Group in
exchange for my honest review.


