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Ava hasaloving family, a beautiful house, and a solid faith. Suddenly, her ideal life will be completely
broken .. .in thebest of ways.

Avaslifeisfull of great things. Her daughter is getting married to just the right guy, her husband’ s company
has kept them financially successful for years, her son isthriving as a high-school football player, and the
ministry she started is keeping her busy as she reaches out to those with “broken hearts.”

Then it all falls apart. Ava' s safe world becomes unanchored, and she is forced to face the childhood she's
run away from her entire life. Just as she' strying to sift through the pieces, the doorbell rings and Avais
confronted with the surprise of her life.

Avamust set out on ajourney that takes her back home. Along the way, she encounters God in new and
unexpected ways. She sees she's been hiding her brokenness behind good deeds and the comforts of a safe
life. Learning what it meansto loseit al isjust the start of Ava sjourney—asisthe new song God iswriting
on her heart.
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Jodi says

This was such agood book that | started and finished it in one day. The main character Avawas starting to
wonder if her husband was cheating on her. He had aton of excuses for missing things with the family and
went to work at odd hours. Her life seemed perfect on the outside. Her daughter was soon to be married to a
guy the whole family loved. The son was afootball player and doing well in school. Avawas running a bible
study and started a volunteer group that helped anyone in need or struggling. She first noticed her son and
thought that he was just upset that the father was too busy. Then she found out her daughter had called off
the wedding. Then her husband tells her not use any credit cards and that his businessis under an
investigation. She opens the door one morning and finds a baby on the porch. She ends up back in her home
town, seeing her brother and her father as well as the whole side of her family she hastried to forget exist. It
was a great story about how you may not have had the best childhood but you can change and make a better
life for yourself. Avawas able to break out of her life and start fresh. | loved the part with her father and
even though hewasin jail he still believed in God. He had a few things wrong and had done bad things, but
never blamed God for hissins.

Sherrie Davis says

OMG! Well worth it
Deep!

Tonya says

Y es, to anything by SheilaWalsh! | grew up listening to her tapes over and over, and over! So as an adult, a
book. Yesyesyes!!!

This book could speak to each woman, | hope everyone passesit on. We all have broken hearts. Will we be
moldable? Avahasit all, or so it seems. She helpsthose WITH broken hearts, but still has a safelife.

But God doesn't want usto stay in the shadows or safety. We can grow when we allow ourselves to be
broken and moldable, as Avawill learn. | love what | read once about this book, let God write a new song on
your heart!

What an amazing way to put it. Beautiful, takes my breath away! So read this book. Recommend it to
everyone. Read it in abook club. Y ou won't be sorry!

Samantha & Luke says

I'm not usually into Christian lit and somehow ended up getting this from the library because | was interested
in SheilaWalsh's books. | thought 1'd read a chapter or so and ... | couldn't put this down! It'sin no way



fluffy...

Erin says

Song of the Brokenhearted by Sheila Walsh and Cindy Martinusen Colomais the story of living the faith
when everything in life seems to fall apart. Avain her late forties is married to a wonderful man and has two
wonderful children. Her daughter is getting married to agreat guy. Her son is afantastic football player. Her
husband has a strong profitable company. As Ava sworld startsto crumble she has to determineif her faith
isafair-westher faith or the kind that will stand through fear and uncertainty. Meanwhile Avais having her
ministry work and personal life questioned by a*“friend” from church. She also has atroubled past that she
hasn’t quite reconciled with her life as a suburban housewife. Will Avalose her faith? Will she get angry at
those who question her life? Will she face her past? Maybe, but you will haveto read it to find out.

| really like this book by Walsh and Matinusen Coloma. It was intriguing and interesting in the way that the
book was written. The authors draw out Ava s past and cause you to really wonder what it is that has her so
haunted. | really like the way that Ava dealswith al that happensto her personally her faith isreally
explored along with what it really means. Her relationship with her best friend, Kayanne, was wonderful to
me asit reminded me of my relationships with some of my besties. Overall this book was a good read. |
started it Friday night and was finished by Saturday afternoon. At 304 pagesits not aquick read, but it
definitely drew me into the story. | will say that had it not taken so long to find out what was so rough in
Ava's past, | probably wouldn’t have been so interested. Overall though, | really do recommend this book
next time you are looking for a novel to read.

Disclosure of Material Connection: | received this book free from the publisher through the
BookSneeze®.com book review bloggers program. | was not required to write a positive review. The
opinions | have expressed are my own. | am disclosing this in accordance with the Federal Trade
Commission’s 16 CFR, Part 255 : “Guides Concerning the Use of Endorsements and Testimonialsin
Advertising.”

Katrina Burchett says

Avahas agood family life, she teaches Bible study and she’s part of aministry that helps hurting people.
Because of her childhood, Ava has lived most of her days preparing for bad news. When her life beginsto
fall apart will her faith in God waver or grow stronger? And will she be able to do the one difficult thing she
believes God wants her to do?

| really need to start with this: Avahad some EVIL family members — they were judgmental, condemning,
legalistic, confused, controlling people who claimed to know God when they really didn’t know Him at all.
As| read parts of this book, al | could do was keep shaking my head. | don’'t blame Avafor leaving her
hometown and never looking back. This book’s synopsis states that * Ava must set out on ajourney that takes
her back home’, but | didn’t really think it was necessary for her to subject herself to those who treated her
so badly when she was growing up. There was a reason she felt she needed to go back, though. Still, |
thought something else could have been worked out.

The main thoughts | was |eft with after | read this story: Sometimes Christians speak for God when they



really need to keep their opinions to themselves. And sometimes Christians blame Satan for problems they
brought on themselves — choices have conseguences, take responsibility.

Even though characters had their issues, there was something about this book that felt so cozy. My plan was
to read half, watch television shows | had recorded, and then finish reading. It turned out that television had
to wait, because | had a hard time putting this book down. | wanted to know what was going on with Dane, |
felt for Bethany and Sienna was interesting. Anything that had to do with Broken Hearts Ministry was sad,
though, but | did admire these women who cared so much about other peopl€e’ s pain that they put their own
comforts aside.

Marianne says

Thisnovel comes at atime when lives are being crushed by the recession, uncertainities in the world around
us from natural causes such as earthquakes and hurricanes and broken families and lives, bringing aray of
bright sunshine to an otherwise dark world. Although my family is not dysfunctional no family is perfect,
and even though we may be grounded in our faith, I don not believe that any one of us can say we have never
had a difference of opinion with someone in the congregation.

Asl| read this, | examined my own thoughts and opinions, my perceptions of happenings and stories heard
about.

Thereisasaying that you can not go back home, but Ava showed that it is possible. And | was inspired by
her attitude to the things that happened when she was a child, from the death of her mother, to the growing
up yearsin her Grandmother's house. As | witnessed through the story her maturity from the time she left her
family at the age of 17 yearsto this return, how she faced the circumstances that were happening to her own
family, her son, daughter and husband and the choices she and they made, | felt like my choices were not as
extreme, and that with God all things are possible.

We can al glean some nugget from this truly thought provoking novel, and | will not hesitate to give it my
endorsement.

| received this ebook free from Thomas Nelson Publishers through their Booksneeze program in exchange
for an honest review. A positive critique was not required, and the opinions stated are my own!

L oraine says

Avahasit al - acomfortable life, two wonderful kids, a husband with a great job until one day it all falls
apart. In her brokenness, Avafinds what she has really been looking for all of her life aswell asthe
relationship with her dad and her heavenly Father that she had been missing all along.

| liked the storyline and the charactersin this novel very much. It really points out what Jesus said that we
must lose our lifeto realy gain life eternal.

Clarissa says

Song of the Brokenhearted is about Ava and her well put together life. She has her ministry with the church



that occupies what little time that isn't taken up with her family. She's planning the wedding of her daughter,
dealing with the increasing work load her husband seems to have and the new football season for her son.
Then like the click of alight switch her well constructed life seems to fall apart. She's constantly brought out
of the present with reminders of a past she'd like to forget. Then with the ringing of her doorbell she's set on
apath to go visit the past she'd like to forget.

| was quickly drawn into wanting to know more about Ava, we were given little snippets of her life before
everything seemed to turn golden for her. It was nice to see that even if you have everything God can work
something great through you even if He slowly allows those things you cameto rely onto slip away. To
make you stronger or to even learn things about yourself that you may not have seen. | loved how Ava
handled how things came at her.

I would highly recommend it for anyone who has had a troubled past, and who may be going through a
rough time. It was a great uplifting christian based read.

| received this book free from the publisher through the Book Sneeze®.com http://Book Sneeze®.com book
review bloggers program. | was not required to write a positive review. The opinions | have expressed are
my own. | am disclosing thisin accordance with the Federal Trade Commission’s 16 CFR, Part 255
http://www.access.gpo.gov/nara/cfr/wa... : “Guides Concerning the Use of Endorsements and Testimonials
in Advertising.”

Violet says

Avahas come along way from her hurtful childhood in Sheila Walsh and Cindy Coloma's latest book Song
of the Brokenhearted. Now the perfect image of someone who hasiit all together, Ava runs the Broken Hearts
Ministry out of her Dallas church with compassion and smooth efficiency.

But no sooner are we clued in to her student daughter Sienna’ s impending wedding, her high school son
Jason’ s prowess at football, and husband Dane' s successful business when things begin to fall apart in an
almost Job-like way.

By the end of the story Avais at the point of herself needing help from Broken Hearts as she faces the
broken pieces of her life and, worse, feels compelled to revisit her painful past even though shehastodoitin
the old VW van and without a credit card in sight.

The setting and day-to-day activities of this middle-aged urbanite and her family felt believable and easy to
relate to. The symbolism of the willow tree, though a nice touch, seemed alittle belaboured and heavy-
handed to me though. | did enjoy the description of Ava'simpulsive road trip through Texas near the book’s
end. Meeting her quirky family was a delight for me, even though it gave her no pleasure.

The way Ava's past came back to haunt her isalesson to us all that we ignore a painful past at our peril. On
the other hand, the story illustrates that there are treasures to be mined even from hurt and God, in His

surprising way, can turn old torments into healings and a new start.

(I received this book as a gift from the publisher for the purpose of writing areview.)



Ellen says

Ava has risen above the poverty of her youth and her dysfunctional family. Now, in her late 40's, she has a
wonderful family, a picture-perfect home, and afew secretsin her closet. In Song of the Brokenhearted by
Sheila Walsh and Cindy Martinusen Coloma, Ava enjoys alife filled with high school football games, her

daughter's upcoming wedding, and aministry to peoplein crisis - those with broken hearts.

Sheisterrific stepping in and helping people in need, but what happens when Avais the personin crisis?
When her husband begins working long hours and disappearing in the night, she assumes an affair. What she
learnsisthat her husband's company is being investigated and all of their assets are frozen. Her life now
includes no more maids... no more yard men, and no more shopping sprees.

Can their marriage survive this change in financial status? As Avaslife crumbles around her, an unexpected
gift isleft on her front porch. With this gift, she realizes she still needs to face her past and share it with her
family. Will she allow God to write a new song on her heart?

Song of the Brokenhearted is awonderful book. | was pulled into Avas life story from page 1! If you know
of SheilaWalsh'sfinancial story, you will find some of her own struggles on the pages of this book. How
doesit feel to learn that your husband has withheld financial woes from you?

My rating: A

| received a complimentary copy of this e-book from Thomas Nelson's BookSneeze program for my honest
review.

Belindachaplin says

After taking months to read through my last booksneeze book 360° Leadership, it took me all of 2 daysto
read the next one! After reading Sweet Sanctuary in May, | know that | will love any of SheilaWalsh and
Cindy Martinusen Coloma's books so when | saw thiswas up for review, | grabbed it!

Avaisatypical American mom, living in Texas, with a successful businessman husband who completely
shelters her from anything to do with the business. With a daughter about to get married, and a son who's a
starter on the football team, Avas life couldn't get any better.

And then, Avaslife startsto fall apart in every area. Even having been the leader of a caring ministry to
those in trouble, Ava, findsit hard to cope with all the issues coming up all at once and all the platitudes she
offered to others don't seem to work in her life. And then... (you will have to read the book to find out!!!)



| lovefiction that has a purpose - to make you look at your life and think through issues and things that need
to be dealt with. And this book does not disappoint. Just as Ava has to go back to her past to be able to deal
with the things that are happening in her present, it is areminder to all of usthat we are only able to move
forward if we have dealt with the issues of the past.

There are many good lessons that are woven throughout this book, and the main one that | will take away is
how God's grace is enough to carry us through any trial. He is the one we need to turn to, no matter what is
happening. It is always good to be reminded of that!

If you like great Christian Fiction with a message, then thisis definitely the book for you!

Disclosure of Material Connection: | received this book free from the publisher through the
BookSneeze®.com book review bloggers program. | was not required to write a positive review. The
opinions | have expressed are my own. | am disclosing thisin accordance with the Federal Trade
Commission’s 16 CFR, Part 255 : “Guides Concerning the Use of Endorsements and Testimoniasin
Advertising.”

Amy Roelant says

Story of Avaand her family who seem to haveit all (and they do count their blessings) but things start to
unravel. The journey makes them see how to rely on God even more and be as an infant trusting in his care.

Emily Matthys bennett says

Thiswas the story | needed, when | needed it.

Crystal says

3.5 stars. acompelling story from author Sheila Walsh, Song of the Brokenhearted deals with a family that
hasit al: wealth, children, position, security and what appears to be the perfect marriage. But then, things
start to fall apart like so many stones tumbling off a bridge. Husband Dane is being evasive, holding Ava at
arm's length, always on the phone, missing out on important family events. Sienna cancels her engagement
to aman that Dane and Avaloved more than she did. and son jason is acting out. When it al falls aprt, will
Avalearn to reconnect with the God of her childhood? Can their shifting world be fixed?




