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The Jedi in the Lotus is the first-ever examination of the Star Wars universe from a Hindu perspective,
illuminating many hitherto undiscovered aspects of the background and meaning of the widely acclaimed
film series. We are shown how its creators were influenced by the famed mythologist, Joseph Campbell,
whose reading of the ancient Indian Epics, the Ramayana and Mahabharata, can be seen throughout the Star
Wars films. This book also demonstrates how the metaphysical understanding of the Jedi Knights and the
divinity conceived of as 'the Force' have resonances with teachings passed down by Hindu gurus and mystics
for centuries, and how fantastic worlds and technology similar to that of the Star Wars universe were
described in myths that are millennia old - and may even have had some basis in reality. Finally, The Jedi in
the Lotus shows us how the Hindu traditions at the basis of Star Wars offer an alternative vision to the purely
materialistic, soulless world of modernity. Steven J. Rosen (Satyaraja Dasa) is an initiated disciple of His
Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada. He is also founding editor of the Journal of
Vaishnava Studies and associate editor of Back to Godhead. He has published twenty-one books in
numerous languages, including the recent Essential Hinduism (Rowman & Littlefield, 2008); The Yoga of
Kirtan: Conversations on the Sacred Art of Chanting (FOLK Books, 2008); and Krishna's Other Song: A
New Look at the Uddhava Gita (Praeger-Greenwood, 2010). 'In conclusion, I can only say that The Jedi in
the Lotus is a breakthrough book when it comes to understanding the mythic depth of the Star Wars epics.
Steven J. Rosen uses his masterful grasp of the Eastern traditions to explain the secrets of the most successful
film series ever. This book also shows us why Joseph Campbell loved the wisdom tales from India, and, for
those who found the Star Wars adventures memorable, this is a truly illuminating book.' - Dr. Jonathan
Young, from the Foreword
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From Reader Review The Jedi in the Lotus: Star Wars and the
Hindu Tradition for online ebook

Julie Laporte says

This one didn't live up to my expectations, but it still had some good info in it! I enjoyed learning more about
Vaishnavism...a Hindu religion close to my heart. No regrets on reading it, though--it just could've been a big
essay instead of a whole book--it was really dragged out.

M says

I started this book with a certain level of skepticism and along the way found a few weak justifications and
also references to much disliked authors (in the Hindu fraternity) like Wendy Dolinger. On the flip side, I
found squeezed in these 200 odd pages, profound wisdom of the Upanishads and Bhagavad Purana and
Vaishnavism suited for any aspirant of Hindu studies. Hari Bol.

Ambaa Ambaa says

This little book is much denser and more heavily researched than I anticipated. It is packed with fascinating
information. More than just showing how Star Wars was influenced by Hinduism, it takes beliefs and
experiences from Eastern philosophy and shows how both Star Wars and Hinduism support them. It goes
into tremendous depth.

There is an introduction about Joseph Campbell and his connection to the making of Star Wars and there are
quotes from George Lucus, but it is also full of footnotes and research and information about some of the
most advanced and mystical of the Hindu practices.

Chapters are subtitled: "Star Wars and Brahman," "Nature in Hinduism and in Star Wars," "Spaceships and
the Vedic Literature" and more.

This book is a really fascinating read and I definitely recommend it. It is much bigger than it appears at first!


