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Secret Empire! Captain America, due to the manipulations of the Red Skull, is secretly a true believer in the
cause of Hydra and has turned his back on the Super Hero community. Using the trust and respect he has
gained over the years he has ascended to a position where he can strike without warning. Should they hope
for any chance of victory, the entire Marvel Universe must band together as never before. UNITED THEY
STAND against their common foe – the Avengers, the Defenders, the Champions, the X-Men, and more
must hold together. Yet even they may not be enough!
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From Reader Review Secret Empire Prelude for online ebook

Silas says

This was a real stinker of a trade, since I had already read most of it in other places. It collects a couple of the
worst Captain America books I have ever read, then the lackluster Avengers Standoff event, then the first
two issues of Captain America as an undercover Hydra agent (which I had avoided, because I was rather
offended by the idea, personally). It also didn't adequately prepare me for the Secret Empire event, since a lot
of other stuff had happened since these issues. I really wouldn't recommend this book, and if you are
interested in those stories, I'd recommend reading them separately, since you get more context from reading
the preceding and adjacent issues.

Sebastian Song says

It would be unwise to read this before Standoff saga. Hail Hydra.

J. says

By it's nature, it's pretty choppy. And the tone of the books differs with the writers. But, not having read the
main event yet, I have to say that this is a brave, brave setup. We'll see how well the real event works.

Tony Romine says

This is a collection of various Marvel comics that lead up the events of SECRET EMPIRE, including the
controversial issue where Captain America reveals he's a sleeper Hydra agent. It also includes some pivotal
issues of the AVENGERS: STANDOFF event that provide context for Cap's turn and also the Captain
America issues before that where Captain America essentially loses his powers and becomes a member of
SHIELD. I would say this is almost essential to read prior to reading SECRET EMPIRE, especially if you
aren't familiar with the current Marvel Universe (I wasn't).

Babs says

Actually this was more like me reading about 40 odd "related" comics. Typical marvel event! Mixed bag of
art, storytelling and a strange reading/publishing order.
Some were good, some were pretty pants (X-Men ones were dire).
Lots of references back to Pleasant Hill and Cap's Hydra reality re-write. Thanks Kobic, bratty and sentient
cosmic cube.
Best story arcs - Thunderbolts, Captain America, Doctor Strange, Spidey and U.S.Avengers. Captain Marvel
was ok I guess.



Isabella says

Loved the San Wilson issues, but Hydra Cap is just messy and offensive.

Nick Phillips says

A little disjointed but then it is a collection of disparate single edition comic books. A good introduction to
Secret Empire, though confusingly the timeline is a little more convoluted than just being a simple lead in to
events with most of the action taking place before Civil War II<\i>.

Either way it’s rather exciting.


