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Ally is finally outside the City walls, with her brother and her best friends.

Luke is still inside the City walls, with no memory of the girl he once loved.

Life in the Wilderness is dangerous, and they soon find out that they are not alone. Will Ally continue her
journey to the Southern City, or will she risk it all to help the boy she loves?
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From Reader Review Rogue for online ebook

Frankie says

Exceptional character development.

I typically focus on the story, but it stood out to me how many characters, protagonists and antagonists alike,
had mixtures of good and bad intentions and a mixture of successes and failures at fulfilling those intentions.

Heather says

Rogue is the action packed sequel to Jess Petosa's Exceptional. The books need to be read in order as this
story builds upon the previous story.

In Rogue, Ally has escaped the city. She must find the Southern City to help stop the rogue invasion.
Traveling with her is her twin brother Stash, and a small group of ordinaries. The journey through the
wilderness is treacherous and the group fears encountering both exceptional guards and rogues which may
hide in the woods. Ally is the only exceptional and the only one with the powers to defeat these threats to
both her life and the lives of her friends. She hopes Luke will follow soon, but understands that he may
decide to remain in the city.

Luke, meanwhile is taking over leadership of the city. After his father erased his memories, he no longer
remembers the girl he once loved. He is quickly learning the ways of his dictator of a father and is preparing
to protect the city from a rogue attack. With Pax at his side and an ORC girl brought to be his new ordinary,
Luke senses something is not right, but can't quite put his finger on it.

When Ally's group finds a new settlement, she will learn of things she never before knew existed in the old
world. She will also be forced to trust people she has only just met. Will the vaccine be safe with them? Or
will they use the medicine for ill purposes?

Max, the nephew of the leader of the settlement, takes an immediate liking to Ally. He is the "ordinary"
counterpart to Luke - similar in many ways and Ally finds herself drawn to both. While she desperately
misses the guy she still loves, she can't be sure of Luke's continued feelings to her. Eager to help protect the
city and Luke from the rogues, and with some motives to help the settlement that took them in, Ally, Max,
and their friends must journey back to the city with the vaccines before it is too late. However, the reunion
Ally had hoped for with Luke turns into something she could have never expected.

Lives will be lost, friendships will be betrayed, and hearts may be broken. In the midst of a rogue war and
turmoil between the exceptionals and ordinaries, sides must be taken and lines will be drawn. Will Ally get
back to the city before it is too late? Can love conquer betrayal? When the dust settles who will still be
standing?

I listened to the audio version of Rogue which was very well narrated. The dialogue is crisp and clear. The
emotions reflect the characters and add depth to the story. This is a great book to listen to.



Barbara Garren says

First, please see my review of the first book in the series, Exceptionals.

This book does seem to flow a bit better. The dialogue is a little more contemporary and fluid. The editing is
a smidge improved. I still greatly enjoyed the premise and the characters - but I still desperately want a good
editor before the third book is released.

Yes, I'll be reading the third book. And I hope the author keeps writing. She has talent. She has ability. She
needs to keep working on 'craft.' On showing not telling. On believable dialogue.

But she's got the plot thing well covered. Good conflict. Good protaganist/antagonist dynamics. Good story.

Spuffed says

****************Review based on Second Reading******************

While rereading the first book, I dropped my rating from 4 to 3 stars due to too many plot holes,
characterization issues, and some juvenile writing. This book is so much better than the first and most of the
problems seem to have disappeared.

Quick Rundown: Chick is on the run to the Southern City when she comes across an Ordinary (Max) who
shows her to a very large Wilderness Community/Town. Dude is back in the city with his memory of Chick
completely wiped and he does a complete 180 (or does he?). We have a lot of new characters and the title of
the book denotes the battle that will occur. Who will win? Casualties? Love remembered? Read to find out.

Characterization: This is much better done in this novel in regards to the two MC's and the secondary and
even tertiary characters. Huge improvement. In fact, I'm writing most of this review before the best stuff
happens so I can have a clear head and not be swayed by the plot (which is still excellent if not better).
Chick's lack of personality is explained away which is not an excuse (IMHO) for her lack of personality in
the first book. She's fully developed in this one. So is Dude though we aren't quite sure about his motivations
or his nature now that his mind has been wiped.

Plot: There are some slow points in this one while they are in the Wilderness Town but it's important
information for the most part so this being the second reading, I kinda skimmed it here and there but I rated
this 5 stars before reread, so it must not have bothered me the first time. There are still some plot holes and
I'm not talking about the ones that are answered later; I'm talking about some mild contrariness and
contradictions. They are less prevalent than the first book so there's improvement there. The big battle is a
good one and was really fleshed out well.... Okay, I've finished the book and while there are a couple
predictable plot points, there are plenty of surprises- even for me having already read this one! Cliffhanger
ending but no worries, the third book is out now and I'm assuming it's the last in the series.

Overall: A win! Starting the third book now!



Joshua Miller says

As previously stated I was a huge fan of the first book in the “Exceptional” series and Rouge by Jess Petosa
lived up to that same level of joy. Ok lets cover the back story again and to save time I am just going to pull
from my last review. The US has collapsed after creating a super virus that took out seventy five percent of
human civilization. The few humans that remain are split between those whose bodies accepted the virus and
gained super human powers and those that survived from being immune or hiding, The Ordinaries. In this
follow up book Luke plays a much smaller role, but that does not mean all is lost for the two.

Ok got that covered lets get to the good stuff. Ally was once again a great character and while this book did
not focus as much on the love interest it still delivered some truly human moments of joy and pain that we all
have seen in relationships. I would have to agree with many reviews that this story felt a little rushed and that
the end leaves you craving more with no date on when you can get your next fix. On the other hand thats
better then many book manage to do, and I assure you I will pick it up once book three comes out.

Rouge give more time to explore the character of Ally and to adjust to the reality of who she is. Its really
hard to not give out to much info and fill in the story but with the recent changes in her life Ally is split
between the present and the past and how she interacts with everyone else. She faces the typical growth into
a character who is both the hero and the sinner, but that line is not defined as much by what she does as who
she is. Enter Max and we now have a love triangle and while its definitely there it never really is explored, I
am really hoping this gets further developed in the third book.

I would not suggest this book for advanced readers of a younger age, but I don’t think its anything that a
fourteen year old girl or boy could not handle so lets say YA-14+ and I feel pretty strongly about that. I
might be a little on the conservative side but why fill your younger child's head with things they will have
way to much time thinking about in their teen years. If your a teen or young adult who likes the dystopian
books pick this up! Thank you again Jess for even more good hours of entertainment!

Sydney says

I enjoyed reading this book, but found it to be a bit boring at times. It was written with average detail, which
is why it became a little hard to read towards the middle. There was lots of action and a few interesting plot
twists, which are one of this series overall strengths. Most of the interesting things happen toward the end,
like the main character’s adventures in war and surprising thoughts once entering the dystopic city again. I
would recommend this book to anyone who liked the first book and is curious about what happens next. I
would also recommend this entire series to those who enjoy science fiction with a little bit of apocalypse in a
dystonian world, along with intense, strong characters. One thing I was sad about is some of the characters
introduced in either the first story or the beginning of this book kind of disappeared around the middle, while
the most attention was focused on only the main characters. I am planning on reading the third book since I
want to know what happens, although the author’s writing style is still not my favorite



Sara Freitag says

I liked it. I liked the new characters and it kept me interested. I like hoe they brought in the Rogues and they
were not too over the top. can't wait for the 3rd book.

Hailie says

Wow…okay so I loved the first book of this series but I have to say this one definitely surpassed my
expectations…and is probably my favorite of the two. I never expect the second book of a series to be as
captivating or exhilarating as the first. I never expect to get my fill of old characters, while having new
characters introduced and developed, but somehow Rogue managed to do both.
This book definitely throws you some curve balls…some are predictable but it balances out to make a face
paced, on the edge of your seat type story with the characters you cant help but love. Ally is struggling in this
book…struggling to deal with her choices to leave the city, to leave Luke, and how to be a leader to all her
friends and brother. Right on cue, enters Max, his uncle, and the rest of the new characters. I have to say at
first I knew where the story would probably go from there but they are all great additions to the story; and
what i thought was going to happen didnt...and i was so happy for that. The suspense of this book is written
so well…it keeps you turning the pages with that anxious feeling in the pit of your stomach. The twists of
this story are great…especially the end; my jaw literally dropped and I felt the heartache the characters were
feeling. Just like the first book…you get another cliff hanger, a humongous giant cliff…like skyscraper
height; and this cliff hanger was even worse than the first book in my opinion…leaves you wanting so much
more. I just cant wait to get my hands on the third book…all I can say is please please please hurry up.

Jaime Lee says

The second installment of the Exceptional series explodes. It's nonstop action from the very beginning! We
pick up only a few weeks from where book one left off and the gaps in the time jump are filled in nicely as
the story progresses. Ally has unofficially taken on the role as leader of the group and her uncertainties are
well portrayed.

The story is told from jumping perspectives of Ally in the Wilderness and Luke, left behind in the City.
Then, we also meet a cast of newcomers that round out the story really nicely.

There's the start of a love triangle in the plot with the third point being filled by Max, one of the young men
who grew up in the Wilderness settlement of Champaign. But the romance takes a back seat in this
installment. Frankly, I like it that way.

There's so much going on with the threat of the Rogues, that it was a nice surprise to see that the action
focuses there. I think the author knew that the romance between the characters would be better served in a
later installment and I can't wait to see the directions this series will take!



Lindsay Gimblet says

As the blurb states, this story picks up where the first book left off. Ally, Stosh, and their friends are
traveling through the wilderness to escape the Guards while trying to locate other settlements. On the way,
they do encounter some Guards, which Ally has to kill. They come across a settlement, which is more like a
town, called Champaign. Champaign has at least a couple thousand residents, and they have electricity,
running water, etc. Heath, the town’s leader, has allies that are Guards.

Enter Max. He is Heath’s nephew, and starts falling for Ally. Ally then runs across some information from
Kemp. She gets that info and tries to figure out who she trusts enough with it. She decides she trusts Heath
with the vaccine information. A raid by the Guards in the town of Champaign lands Stosh and Sabine in the
City jail. Ally decides to no longer wait for Heath’s plans to enter the city. Will Luke be there when she
enters? What will it be like? She has no idea Luke had his memory wiped clean of her.

While all of that is going on, the story follows Luke in the City as well. You watch things that he is doing,
knowing the old Luke would never do them. He is becoming more like his father, Aden. Aden gets sick, so
Luke is placed into power early. Pax is by his side, which you do wonder about him since in the first book he
killed a friend of Luke’s with a smile on his face. Luke has the city plan for evacuations, and prepares for the
Rogue attacks. But how well can you really plan for a war?

Okay, I did enjoy this book. I re-read the first in the series before starting this one to get to know the
characters again, and I’m glad I did. You see how Luke and Ally fall in love, and you see how that is taken
away from them. You do want them to get back together, but is it really in the stars for them?

This book had some suspense, love, fighting, and of course two swoon-worthy guys! You feel sorry for Ally
having to deal with all of this when she is only 18 years old. And Luke, you are angry that he is acting like
his father. Even though his memory has been erased, he still knows he is missing something-some sort of
shadow. And the people Ally and Luke trust- are they really trustworthy? I stayed up late last night finishing
this book because I was so into it. You do have to read the first to understand the second. Character
development was good, plot was good, and twist at the ending was good. The ending helped explain some
things, but also left a few questions in my mind. I’m excited for the next book, but I know I’ll have to wait a
while.

I give this 4.5 out of 5! http://lkirk16.wordpress.com/2013/03/...

Jilly says

I really liked the first book, and this was a good continuation of the story. However, there was one thing that
really bothered me about the book, and funny enough, it was Pax who pointed it out. He reminded Luke that
although he had no memory of Ally the whole time, Ally remembered him and yet still came in with another
guy. I just found it odd that Ally was so fickle that she could have such intense "love" for Luke and then
within days have this other guy around, acting like a boyfriend. And, she didn't even give Luke a chance to
explain what was going on in his house when he did get his memory back, but ran off and dumped him. I
mean, come on! He didn't remember you, what did you expect? Aside from that, I liked the story a lot and
am looking forward to the next book. (I just hope the next book isn't Luke running after her, desperately
trying to get her to forgive him for something that wasn't his fault!)



April says

I was very excited when this book came out...I wanted to see what was going to happen to Ally and Luke
now that Ally was outside the city and Arden had erased all of Luke's memories. I didn't mind that the book
went back and forth between Ally and Luke as it gave us a little insight into how Luke was fairing in the city.
However, the story was more from Ally's point of view than Luke's.

I have to admit that I wasn't thrilled by the introduction of Max into Ally's orbit. I'm totally rooting for Luke
and Ally, but I enjoyed seeing Ally in Champaign. I think it was important for Ally and her friends to see a
fully functioning settlement outside of the city. I have to say though I admit to not trusting Heath from the
beginning, I knew he was up to something, but I didn't expect it to be what it was.

As for Luke, I was happy that he was having shadows of Ally to remind him of something and glad we didn't
have to suffer through any time with Ruin his selection from ORC.

I'm not totally surprised that Aden was behind anything, he was power hungry from the start and it only
made sense that he had something to do with the Rogues.

I was happy for the mini-reunion we got between Luke and Ally, that is until Ruin ruined it. I was very sad
to see Ally run from Luke without letting him explain. Though I was relieved when Pax admitted that Ruin
was pregnant with his baby and not Luke's.

Can't wait till the third book to see if Luke and Ally reunite and what happens with Heath and Max.

Cindee says

This book left me a bit conflicted, Max or Luke? Now that I think about it, its kinda like Twilight in, who
should Bella choose, the vampire or the wolf, was always disappointed she chose Edward. Anyway, that's
another book review..... and I kinda like Max. ahem....anyway, the book seemed a bit longer, I didn't devour
it as fast as I did the first book. However, it still tied things together, the books flowed together. like I said
there were moments in the book where I was like"eh" but for the most part is was good, looking forward to
book 3 hopefully its not a rushed novel, a third novel can often make or break the series. however the thing I
love about this author is I'm curious as to where it will go and I'm not stuck in my own head about where I
wish this story will end up. Thank you once again I look forward to book 3.

Kageashi says

The follow-up to "Exceptional", describing the changes in Ally's life after escaping the city as well as the
changes for Luke. With both aware of the imminent Rogue threat, they both are following their own paths to
coping with the threat. However, Ally doesn't know that Luke won't be coming after her - that he's been
forced to forget everything about her.

Compared to Exceptional, this book is both stronger in storytelling and yet worse in falling into set tropes



and cliches. A strong beginning is muddied by an obligatory conflicting character who entices the group to
rest for a while in an Ordinary outpost in the former city of Champaign, Illinois. There Ally discovers that
the Rogue threat is closer and more real than either she or Luke had known, and feels it is her duty to help
save the city and her once-love.

Like I said - some serious tropism here. A very strong beginning that wanes towards the middle with
becoming muddied in cliche conflict, that begins to resolve with more strength towards the end. The ending
is much stronger than most of the rest of the book, though the book itself is an enjoyable read with some
minor unexpected twists and turns.

Overall, if you enjoyed "Exceptional", "Rogue" realizes some of the unfulfilled promise from the first book,
and leaves the reader wondering about the future for the Exceptional world.

Rob Lammert says

I really liked the concept of this book series. The characters were very developed and the story was a grabber
for me as I am a dystopian junkie. That's where my praise for this book ends.

I was truly loving going through the chapters and seeing where things would go. This book is in SERIOUS
need of an editor that can spell and actually proof read. For some reason, the editor thought that the words
"no" and "know" could be used interchangably.

The biggest rub for this book was the ending. It truly felt like "well, I don't have time for this story telling
thing anymore, we'll just end it here!" The story ended very abruptly, leaving a ton of questions left
unanswered for the reader. And the worst, the epilogue threw over a half a dozen unexplained twists to the
story and just ended.


