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The first time I saw my landlord Jude Wayland, with his gentle brown eyes and a body built to do damage, I
knew he was trouble. Sure, he has the nice guy routine mastered, but I’m not buying it. In my experience, no
one does a good deed for free.

Now that he’s seen me at my lowest, the sexy P.I. with a white knight complex wants to uncover my secrets.
He also has me craving more of his sizzling kisses. But I can’t give in to my feelings for him. I promised my
sister that I’d raise her daughter without a man, and I won’t let her down again.

Yet as my past catches up with me, bringing danger to our door, I’ll have to make a choice—let Jude in and
betray my sister, or run, leaving behind the only man I’ve ever loved.

Ruthless Protector is the fourth book in the Lawless Kings series, but each of these sexy, gritty contemporary
romances can be enjoyed as a standalone.
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From Reader Review Ruthless Protector for online ebook

Sandy S says

3.5 stars--

ABOUT THE BOOK: Release Date June 13,2018

The first time I saw my landlord Jude Wayland, with his gentle brown eyes and a body built to do damage, I
knew he was trouble. Sure, he has the nice guy routine mastered, but I’m not buying it. In my experience, no
one does a good deed for free.

Now that he’s seen me at my lowest, the sexy P.I with a white knight complex wants to uncover my secrets.
He also has me craving more of his sizzling kisses. But I can’t give in to my feelings for him. I promised my
sister that I’d raise her daughter without a man, and I won’t let her down again.

Yet as my past catches up with me, bringing danger to our door, I’ll have to make a choice — let Jude in and
betray my sister, or run, leaving behind the only man I’ve ever loved.

•••••••••

REVIEW: 3.5 stars--RUTHLESS PROTECTOR is the fourth instalment in Sherilee Gray’s contemporary,
adult LAWLESS KINGS erotic, romantic suspense series focusing on the men and women who work for the
King Agency doing personal protection and security, private investigation (corporate and domestic), high-
risk fugitive recovery, missing persons and kidnapping investigations. This is King Security PI and former
police officer Jude Wayland, and waitress/exotic dancer Willa Hartley’s story line. RUTHLESS
PROTECTOR can be read as a stand alone without any difficulty. Any important information from the
previous story lines is revealed where necessary.

Told from dual first person points of view (Willa and Jude) RUTHLESS PROTECTOR follows the
acrimonious relationship between King Security PI and former police officer Jude Wayland, and
waitress/exotic dancer Willa Hartley. Jude Wayland knows something is going on with his new tenant:
mysterious strangers, and threats against her life, as well as her most recent venture into the world of exotic
dancing find Jude going into protector mode as it pertains to the independent and untrusting Willa Hartley.
The sole provider for her eight-year old niece Tilly, Willa becomes desperate enough to take on a position at
the local exotic dance club, desperate enough when threats of another nature come knocking at her door.
What ensues is the building relationship between Jude and Willa, and the potential fall-out as Willa
continues to keep secret the who and why behind to threats to her life, and our heroine’s inability to trust
threatens her relationship with the man that she loves.

Willa Hartley’s need for independence, and her inability to trust promote an aura of unfriendly and harsh.
Our heroine’s aggressive attitude and unwillingness to ask for help threatens not only her life but the life of
her eight-year old niece, and in this, she is a difficult heroine to like and accept. A little bit of TSTL (too
stupid to live) syndrome does not make for an enjoyable character. Willa’s character development is
questionable until the very end, and someone points out the truth of her actions against the man that she
loves. Jude Wayland knows loss, and it is this loss that exaggerates his need to protect Willa and Tilly, an
exaggeration that brings with it too many heart breaking memories of the past.



RUTHLESS PROTECTOR has a colorful cast of secondary and supporting characters all of whom interact
with our story line couple. From fellow exotic dancers, the local cartel, the men and women who work for
the King Security Agency, and the requisite evil with many faces, RUTHLESS PROTECTOR is a character
driven story line about family, friendship, betrayal and love. The premise is engaging; the leading characters
are broken and charismatic; the romance struggles in the face of our heroine’ s inability to trust or ask for
help when it is needed the most.

Own a copy

www.thereadingcafe.com

Julie Bryan says

Like the writing but...

Man the heroine in this book drove me nuts! Really, the guys a PI and you think it’s better to keep the fact.
*spoiler* that your sisters drug addled boyfriend is threatening you? Insane. I wanted to smack her, a lot. Her
reasoning made no sense.

It was written well and I finished it, but it was irritating.

Alyssa says

1.5 Stars

This pains me. I realize, that sometimes I feel my reviews are a bit too critical. But, reading is a passion
hobby of mine and I spend hours a day reading. It’s an escape and I like it more than TV. In turn, I like to
give my honest thoughts on what I’ve read. I try to avoid being entirely too ranty or too emotionally driven;
but nonetheless I like what I like and sometimes, what I read is not so good in my book and I want to share
that. And I know what doesn’t work for me, will absolutely work for others.

I do want to preface this with that I LOVED Book 3 in this series. And I enjoyed several of her other books. I
was highly anticipating this release and even did a reread of Book 3 to get pumped for this one.

Premise of this book: Willa has had a not so easy life and is now struggling to raise her niece. She promised
her sister that should would always make Tilly #1 and trust no man. Jude is your tough, broody, possessive
alpha with a bit of a hero complex.

This series also definitely follows the theme of a heroine with a lonely/sad/hard past and a hero with a chip
on his shoulder and a seriously alpha vibe. This is mixed with some edge, lots of sexy times, and a serious
dose of conflict/suspense. In theory, this should work. And I love this stuff.

Willa: Hmmm. This is the most unlikable heroine I’ve read this year. Take every cliché and every annoying
habit/trait you can think of and roll it into one heroine. Side note: in the past, the author did an excellent job
of creating empathy towards the featured heroine. And it just wasn’t here. Although yes, she was dealt a real



sh*tty hand, I couldn’t forgive her behavior, actions, and choices. Other than being there for Tilly (cool kid),
she wasn’t the most redeeming in my eyes.

Jude: At the surface, he’s everything a dominant alpha should be. And he’s not a manwhore. But he was
quite dense. Jude knew Willa was on some seriously challenging times and he knew she was tight-lipped
about it. This dude works for a friggin’ PI/intelligence/rogue security company. You’re saying he couldn’t
have given her a Google? And Jude let Willa distract him with sexy times every time he tried to start a
serious conversation.

The couple: Zero development. Zero falling in love. They just sexed themselves into love (which admittedly
was hot to read). I can’t tell you much about either one and how they are even compatible.

Everything else: I know it sounds like I’m laying into this, but technically speaking, I don’t think this was
poorly written. I just feel like the choices made to develop the characters, weave a plot, create the
conflict/suspense, unfold a romance…literally all of it, just wasn’t the right move for me. It hit every cliché
and trope and plot device that I couldn’t really forgive.

Why didn’t I DNF? Out of principle, if I bought it, I’m going to read it. Even if I skim aggressively. Also,
just to reiterate, prior to this story, this author was 3 for 3 on enjoyable reads and I was really rooting for
redemption.

I’m bummed. I wanted to like this. I tried to like this. I looked for the good, and didn’t come up with much.

Would I recommend? I think it’s clear I’d personally suggest a pass on this one. HOWEVER, I still stand by
her other work. I like it. And I would still read a new book by her.

Claire Robinson says

3.5 - "I've never met anyone like you..." Stars!

We return to the Lawless Kings series for the fourth book; Ruthless Protector. This being Jude Wayland’s
book, I was eager to get started, as he has definitely been the strong, silent type of character in the
background of the previous three books.

 He couldn’t be trusted… No man could.

Enter Willa Hartley and her niece; Tilly. Both grieving the loss of Tilly’s mother, you are quick to get the
message that this is a woman who is not only grieving the loss of her sister, but dealing with a whole heap of
personal hang-ups about men. Hang-ups that are compounded by the reappearance of Tilly’s less than law-
abiding father.

 My life… it was nothing like I’d planned, didn’t resemble anything I’d imagined for myself.

The connection between our leads is pretty instant, but Willa see’s men in a less than positive light, and
resists the pull initially. Even when it would appear that the man in question is trying to look out for her and
do his best for her niece, the question always remains in her mind, asking, what they are looking for in return



for that kindness. It makes her quick to judge, closed off and pretty hard to like in general, particularly when
at points her attitude just comes across as ungrateful and rude.

 I was so used to being shit on and abandoned… When someone walked, I let them.

Jude made this book for me. I don’t think Sherilee has ever written a lead male I haven’t fallen in love with.
Big, burly, preferring actions over words, her men always exude control, and just the right amount of 'I-
don’t-give-a-shit,' attitude that leaves the reader begging for more. And while I understand completely the
author’s reasons for writing Willa as she did, I really struggled to like her for almost the whole book.

 Eventually people let you down; they left, betrayed you, they fucked you over... I couldn't let myself rely
on this man.

Hence the lower rating. Jude put it all out there, as well as his heart on the line for her, and I just couldn’t
100% get on-board with her motivations for the way she kept knocking him back, and withholding the truth,
especially after they started sleeping with each other.

"I know you… you might still be trying to hide from me, but I see you."

Plenty of action in this one, and the sexy-times as expected were diverse, dirty and plentiful. I loved catching
up with the rest of the characters from the previous books, and the little twist with the suspense aspect of the
book came as a complete surprise.

"Stop with the barriers and bullshit, and talk to me… If only you’d goddamn trust me."

Not my favorite of the series, but still a pretty decent read. You can absolutely read Ruthless Protector as a
standalone, but I recommend you familiarize yourself with the previous books as well, as this series is
shaping up to be some of the authors best writing. My gripes with this one are totally down to
characterization, not story-line. That was up to the usual level of awesome I have now come to expect from
Sherilee Gray.

ARC generously provided by the author, in exchange for the above honest review.

Timitra says

I enjoyed Ruthless Protector. It was hot. It was dirty. It was drizzled with action and suspense. I was invested
in the characters pretty much from the beginning and it kept my attention throughout. However, I must admit
I had some issues with the heroine especially at the beginning, yes I get why she reacted that way but it still
rubbed me the wrong way. I loved that the hero was grumpy, huge and alpha. This was my first book in this
series but it won't be the last as I plan on reading the previous books.

I recommend this book to those who love contemporary romance with hot sex scenes mixed with a bit of
action and suspense.

ARC provided by author



Shelley says

First up, I’d like to thank Sherilee for sending me an ARC and allowing me the opportunity to review for
her! Sherilee’s Axle Alley Vipers first caught my attention with independent women and their Alpha males
and I’ve continued to follow her work....okay stalking is probably more accurate since I’m in her FB group
too:)

Jude and Willa is the focus of this next Lawless Kings book and wow what a book! Jude as we know is a
badass Alpha and a protector because of his ex-cop status. Willa loses her sister Rebecca to a drug OD,
leaving behind a sweet little girl Tilly, whom she takes guardianship of. But while in New York, things start
going pear shaped quickly when Willa loses her job and takes up a job that will put money on the table fast,
until a figure from her past starts blackmailing her. Jude is her landlord and is gracious when she explains
her circumstances. Their chemistry is off the charts and slowly he starts to show her how a real man treats his
woman and what a reliable person looks like:)

Willa has a multitude of trust issues when it comes to guys and poor Jude gets put through the ringer to prove
he can be trusted, which he does! Because come on.... it’s Jude....I expected nothing less from this hot sexy
man:)

I can’t wait for more from Sherilee and I sincerely hope we get more from the Lawless Kings because I for
one am not ready to say goodbye yet!

Maura says

So this story is about Jude (I guess we're waiting on Van's story) who feels to blame for his sister and
nephews deaths and doesn't feel he deserves happiness as a result. His tenant is Willa, who is caring for her
niece, Tilly, after her her sister died of a drug overdose, but Tilly's father is still in the picture and trying to
extort money from Willa. As her sister lay dying, she made Willa promise to raise Tilly without a man in the
picture - just her and Tilly. Willa, having a bad track record with men, has no problem making this
promise...until Jude steps into the picture and proves himself to be everything she never thought a man could
be - loyal, trustworthy and caring. Willa is sure that Jude is too good to be true. So she continually pushes
him away, trying hard not to let him into her (or Tilly's) life, even refusing to ask for help when her
interactions with Tilly's father put her into some serious danger. Jude though, is relentless and now that he's
finally got a glimpse of what happiness could be and is starting to think he might be deserving of it, he's not
about to give up on Willa.

This one was definitely my favorite in the series. Maybe because the angst was pretty great, but I think it's
because it didn't have the tropes of the other stories...no secret babies, no hidden pregnancies and no second-
chance romance. The pacing of this story also worked pretty well for me, since Willa kept the UST going for
quite some time and then her hidden secrets kept stringing poor Jude along. Hell, she was refusing to trust
him with her secrets right up to the 80% mark, so that drew out the angst quite a bit.

Jude was a decent hero. He was strong, honorable, protective and alpha. I also liked that he didn't have
insane jealousy or in any way treat the heroine badly because she chose to be a stripper - he doesn't even flip



out when she's giving lap dances. He doesn't like it, but he respects what she does for a living and why she
does it. I also like that he doesn't outright insist that he has a right to Willa's secrets. I hate stories where the
hero gets pissy because the heroine won't trust him right away - that sort of thing does take time. But
honestly, Willa's holding out for as long as she did was a bit of overkill on that one. This one went too far in
the other direction for me. Halfway through the book I wanted Jude to just do his PI thing and get to the
bottom of it...but I also fully understand that it would have been dishonorable. Still...the moment he figured
her life was in danger because of her secret, I would have expected him to say Fuck it and figure her life is
more important than her secrets, which he didn't...and I feel like that works counter to his background, since
he blames himself for doing nothing about his sister and nephew.

Willa frustrated the hell out of me. Maybe if she'd had a strongly built background that clearly showed how
she'd been hurt by trusting a man, I would have bought it. But she'd been hurt by both men (Evan, Trent) and
women (her mom, her sister) and it seems that trust all around would have been a problem, not targeted
towards men specifically. But I didn't feel like there was enough there to justify her COMPLETE shut out of
Jude. I mean, she was willing to go to a mob-man to borrow and pay back $20,000 to pay to prevent a known
drug-user to stay away from her and Tilly...and she'd have to trust his word to do so. Meanwhile, she has a
private investigator who has befriended her that she could simply hire (if she's willing to borrow that much
for one purpose, why not another? The PI is cheaper.) to find proof that the guy is using drugs, have him
arrested again (and her problem is solved - she can move again as she would have before). And Willa was
pretty abrasive too...and nary an apology for Jude. Problem was, I never warmed up to her.

The story here was pretty great, with a nice, angsty, well-paced plot. The chemistry between Willa and Jude
was sizzling and their sexy times together were hot. I did not skim, as I sometimes do when the sex starts to
feel repetitive or pointless. So, when can I read Van's book?

Jen says

Jude has got to be one of my favorite book boyfriends EVER. He's big and gruff and tough... and a total
marshmellow inside. I love how he takes care of Willa and Tilly (or tries to anyway), as well as Faye, and
pretty much everyone else around him.

Willa on the other hand, I just wanted to smack upside the head through most of the book. Oh, my gosh, was
she difficult, and just mean to Jude. Sure, she'd had some bad experiences in the past, from her mother to her
ex-boyfriend, and certainly her former brother-in-law, but nothing that seemed nearly bad enough to warrant
her horrendous attitude toward people. It was amazing that she let anyone in at all, even Faye, let alone Jude.

I was incredibly happy to see these two together finally, although it obviously took all of Jude's patience to
keep things going. (Seriously, the man as written is a virtual saint.) And even after they'd begun to get close,
and Willa knew that she should trust Jude — she still refused to do so. I could not believe that she was ever
even contemplating leaving him.

Many of the minor characters in this tale were delightful as well. I totally loved Tilly and also Faye, among
others. The way in which the others the King Agency had Jude's back, both professionally and personally,
was amazing and very good to see.

I was not a huge fan of the strip club venue, but those scenes were handled fairly tastefully. The love scenes
between Willa and Jude were definitely hot! Especially the one where he discovers that she thinks about him



when she's dancing.

Some of the peripheral plot lines were a bit much for me. All the drama with that jerk Trent was bad enough,
but the convoluted nature of the real situation behind most of that was somewhat hard to follow.

Overall though it was a really good story, excellently written, very well paced, and with a wonderful Hero.
This is the first book that I've read in the "Lawless Kings" series, but now I'm thinking that I definitely need
to read the others as well!

I received a free eBook copy of this title from the author, and have willingly provided an honest review.

This review originally appeared on the So Few Books blog at:
https://sofewbooks.blogspot.com/2018/...!

Carol [Goodreads Addict] says

Ruthless Protector is book four in the Lawless Kings series by Sherilee Gray. I’ve been so excited about this
book since I’ve been in love with the series from the beginning. And I was most definitely not disappointed.

Jude Wayland is one of the private investigators that works for The King Agency. Jude is one of those guys
that like to take care of those he cares about, protect them. Jude knows he’s broken. That he let down the
most important people he was supposed to be protecting. He’s accepted that he is too broken to care about a
woman in any way beyond one night. But, there is something about his new tenant. She has secrets, he’s sure
of it, but is as prickly as a cactus. There’s something there, he’s just not sure what that something is.

Willa Hartley has learned the hard way that you cannot trust a man. First her father, then her ex-fiance, then
her sister’s husband, have all proven that men do nothing but cause pain. Now, Willa’s only priority is to
take care of her eight year old niece. She made a promise to her sister that she would raise Tilly on her own,
without a man. That’s exactly what she intended to do. She got lucky finding the perfect home for cheap rent
in a great neighborhood. It’s her landlord that makes her uneasy. He is a huge man but gives off that
protective, kind vibe. But Willa knows that she can’t let her guard down with him. That she can’t trust him.

Willa and Jude sort of dance around each other at first but the attraction is there and it’s strong. When Willa
finally gives in, she’s convinced that she can let herself enjoy this thing with Jude for just one night, to give
herself that. But what she doesn’t know is that one night will never be enough.

Willa is in a constant struggle to try to provide for Tilly. When she loses her job, she’s forced to go way
outside her comfort zone to try to make a living. The attraction she feels for Jude is in a constant battle with
the promise she made to her sister. And also, no matter how good Jude is to them, she still is just waiting for
him to show his true self, the self that she is sure he is hiding.



Just when Tilly really seems to be settling in and flourishing, their past comes back to haunt them and
everything they have accomplished is threatened. Willa’s first instinct is to take Tilly and run. But does she
really want to leave when Tilly is doing so well here?

I fell in love with this book. Something about Sherilee’s writing always has me hooked by the time I finish
the prologue. Jude was everything I could want in a hero, he was tough and protective, but at the same time,
so tender with Willa and Tilly. He knew all along that Willa was hiding things. He could have found out on
his own, but he didn’t. He wanted her to tell him when she was ready.

This book had me from the first page to the final page. I could not stop reading. I’m not sure what Sherilee
Gray has planned next but you can rest assured that I will be waiting for whatever it might be.

Nicole P says

A reluctant 3 stars. I'v enjoyed the Lawless Kings series up until now. Each book focuses on a member of the
Kings Agency, a private investigator organization. Fairly new to the team is Jude Wayland, a former cop. He
is the big, tough and silent type. He rents out an apartment to Willa Hartley and her niece. Willa is making a
new life for her and her niece. She made a promise (a stupid one at that) to her sister that she would look
after Tilly without the help of anyone, especially a man. And that was what this book primarily was about -
Willa learning to trust and rely on someone else. Unfortunately this learning curve made her unlikeable and
more prickly than a porcupine.

I was frustrated and annoyed with Willa for majority of the book. She was, quite frankly, a bitch. And her
treatment of others was a little bit too much. Jude, dealing with his own demons, was the typical alpha male.
He was caring, understanding, supportive and a rock. The conflict between them was mainly due to Willa
and despite it all he was a constant.

Here's hoping the next one is better.

Bookgasms Book Blog says

4.5 stars!

GAHHH!! Sherilee Gray once again kills it with this addition to the Lawless Kings series as Ruthless
Protector was AH-MAZING!!! I absolutely love this series and can't get enough of the entire cast of
characters. Jude and Willa were so fantastic and I loved them together. The back and forth and obvious
tension and attraction was so erotic and sexy. I honestly couldn't get enough!

When Willa Hartley and her niece move to Jude Wayland's building, she notices the immensely sexy and
towering man and the insane amount of sexual tension they have between them. But she made a promise to
her dying sister that she wouldn't trust any man and would go it alone in life to raise her niece. The result:
she had emotional walls and barriers protecting her heart higher than any man could scale. That is until Jude
decides he'll scale them like the Superman that he is!!!



GAH!!! I loveeeeeed this story! It was SO HOT and fiery my kindle practically singed my fingers. I loved
that Jude was so persistent and saw beneath Willa's prickly exterior. His resiliency to breach her walls was
only rivaled by his nurturing heart. I am legit obsessed with him!! And while I thought he and Willa were
perfect together, I did find her mistrustful nature to be a little tedious. I respected her need for independence,
but I felt like I was waiting for her to ask Jude for help for a long time!!

All in all, I FLOVED this book and hope we get Van and Tomas' books in the future. They have stories that I
am dying to read!!! Bravo! 4.5 stars! ~Ratula

Carvanz says

Willa has a reason to not trust men and with a promise to her dying sister she sets out to raise her niece
alone. As finances become tighter and someone from her pasts begins to blackmail her, she finds herself
fighting just to keep her head above water. Along the way she is met with care and concern from her
landlord. He feels like a safe place to land, but Willa knows better than to trust that feeling.

Jude’s past has left him scarred and unable to allow anyone to get close to him. However, the more time he
spends with Willa the more his heart opens to a life he had been holding himself back from. But Willa
refuses to trust him with her problems and he can’t protect her if he doesn’t know where the trouble lies.

Despite not getting a lot of Jude’s point of view, I loved him. I understood his sense of loss and his reactions
to Willa in the beginning were completely relevant due to her behavior. It would have been nice if he had
moved into his protective mode a bit earlier, perhaps in an effort to learn Willa’s secrets. Although if he had,
and Willa learned of it, she would’ve shut him out ASAP.

That brings me to Willa. She was definitely entombed in a prison of distrust and unwillingness to open to
anyone. She does a lot of pushing and pulling and there was a time or two I wanted to smack her for her steel
determination to remain loyal to a promise that was harming her rather than strengthening her. But again, I
understood why she did it, but it drove me crazy all the same. She was independent and strong and when she
reaches her lowest point she knows instinctively that Jude will have her back. Admittedly, much of her
decision making was based on her desire to save Jude from himself. So yeah, it was all a bit back and forth,
but very nicely done.

Overall, this was a very good read. The heat comes a bit later in the story but once it hit, it’s full steam
ahead. Secondary characters from previous books add support where needed and we are given the potential
for the next story.

Dual POV
Safe (view spoiler)
Triggers (view spoiler)

Mindy Lou's Book Review says

4.5 Stars!



If you haven't read this series yet, you really need to! Not only can Sherilee Gray write the best tortured
heroes but the way she can portray the heat and intensity between her main characters will have you fanning
yourself.

The men of the King Agency are all really good men who have had a rough past. Jude is an ex-cop who
believed in the justice system until it failed his sister and nephew. He's tortured by the guilt he feels for not
saving them. Because of this, he's the first one to put himself in danger for any woman or child who needs
him.

Willa has never been able to rely on anyone but herself. Everyone leaves eventually and now that she has
custody of her niece, she is determined to protect her at all costs. Even if it means her own happiness.

I absolutely loved Jude! As broody and unhappy as he started, he was so good to Willa and Tilly. Plus I have
a thing for broody men. I liked Willa but she is also the reason this isn't a full 5 Star read for me. Because of
her not being able to trust, she did a lot of pushing away. I get it but I also wanted her to trust him sooner.

I'm so looking forward to Van's story and I'm pretty sure this book hinted to Thomas Mendoza's story. ARC
provided by author.

Ayekah says

review coming

Merged review:

Another great chapter in the Lawless Kings Series! This story we meet Jude, who like the others has his own
history he brings to the story along with his looming larger than life presence. Jude has a protective streak a
mile long and when one of his tenants seems to not only hiding secrets but now in danger it brings out his
need to protect along with the ghosts of his past. Willa comes to NY with her young niece to start over after
the death of her sister and her nieces father goes to prison for drugs among other things. Willa is hiding while
starting a new life with Tilly. Tilly is completely engaging and Jude falls for Tilly and Tilly thinks Jude hung
the moon! Willa is so busy trying to dodge questions and lying to Jude about her past, even while the threats
escalate she bugged the beans out of me with that. I loved Fay the downstairs neighbor and all around great
person to have as a neighbor and friend. After Willa loses her first job, Fay helps her get a job in a strip club,
not her first choice but she feels that she's the only one who can care for Tilly and she made her dying sister
a promise.
Depend on no man. Not ever.
Jude continually extends a hand while trying not to step on Willa's toes and Willa consistently shuts him
down although they are attracted to each other. Jude's furious the first time he and Van walk into the club
and see Willa stripping. Jude's livid and can't say I blame him there. Jude tries to respect Willa's privacy by
not digging into her past. But honestly as a former cop and considering what he went through I didn't buy
into that one. When he finally did and understood what he was dealing with Willa was in over her head,
thinking she could handle it all.
While I loved Jude in this book, because he was Jude. Willa just punched all the what not to do buttons for
me. I loved Tilly and as much as Willa was all about giving Tilly a better life, her money wasn't where her
mouth was. All I can say is thankfully as always the Kings came through. But the story in between is a must
read.



I honestly did multiple eye rolls and knocked off half a star because of Willa's ridiculous behavior.
Nonetheless, Sherilee writes a spectacular book and this was no exception. Waiting patiently for the next
book.

*arc from author for an honest review*

Misty (Reds Romance Reviews) says

Willa Hartely doesn't trust men period, so putting her safety in the hands of one who claims she can trust
him, is definitely concerning, but with the encouragement of her neighbor she decides to give him a shot. But
somewhere between him keeping her and her niece safe, and keeping her dirtball ex brother-in-law away, she
starts to fall for him, full well knowing it could lead to her breaking a promise she made. This little promise
in play, the one that she made to her sister, where she agreed to raise her niece alone, without the support of a
man, means that letting Jude in would go against everything she believes and what all she agreed to...

Jude Wayland is a broken man that carries a heavy burden on his shoulders, he let someone down a long time
ago and has paid dearly for it everyday since, so his job as private investigator for the King Agency gives
him a chance to help people, and feel like he is doing something worthwhile. In a small way it gives him a
sense of peace, knowing that he is doing something good and making up for his shortfalls in the past. It also
allows him to maintain his closed off approach to people, since he doesn't do feelings or attachments. But
then he meets his new tenant and her niece, and immediately he can tell she is hiding from something or
someone, and his inner caring side starts to scream, she needs protection and he wants to be the man to keep
her safe. But doing so might involve more than just him keeping her safe, feelings might come into play...and
he doesn't do those!

Ruthless Protector has a little bit of everything; heart-pounding action to keep you on the edge of your seat,
two broken souls with heart-wrenching pasts that hit you deep in the heart, and an combustible chemistry
that leads to steamy moments that will leave you with a permanent blush! As with the other installments in
this series, this one comes with the same edge and vulnerability, but there is also an innocence and beauty to
be discovered amongst all of the hurt and damage. I cannot say enough about the alphas in this series, they
all are truly remarkable men, though they have this fierce protective side, they also have a tender side that
makes an appearance here and there, and when it does you better hold onto your heart! Once again I am left
in awe of Ms. Gray's literary talents, she has created a story here that will completely decimate your heart,
but somewhere along the way you will fill it being mended by her wonderful words and the heartfelt feelings
expressed in those words. I highly encourage you to pick this one up, it will leave you moved, and harboring
a serious Jude crush!!!

I requested an advanced copy of this title, and I am voluntarily leaving my honest opinion.


