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Chevy Chase is a much-loved Hollywood star. His success as awriter and actor on Saturday Night Livein
the 70s made him a household name.

It had been along, hard route to the top for Chevy. Behind the fame lay a childhood riddled with abuse. But
his remarkabl e strength and determination helped him rise above it and find his talent as an actor, writer,
comedian, and musician.

Best known for hisrolein the National Lampoon Vacation series Chevy has starred in some of the greatest
comedies of our time. His latest film, Funny Money, received critical acclaim at the Sarasota Film Festival.

Now, for thefirst time, Chevy speaks openly and candidly about his career, his personal struggle with drugs,
his friendship with three American Presidents, and his family life.

Honest, funny and informative, thisis the complex and fascinating world of Chevy Chase.
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M egan says

I've really enjoy the movies I've seen with Chevy Chase in them, so was interested to learn more about him.
However | was very disappointed with this biography asit seemed very biased. All the praise was over-the-
top and nothing was ever said negatively about Chevy. According to this book, every movie he made that
hasn't done well are ones he said things should be changed, and since the changes weren't made he knew it
wouldn't do well, and the ones that succeeded are mostly because of him. There was also alot of
repetitiveness and that was just boring. Besides the beginning it wasn't that great of aread and | wouldn't
recommend it.

Kate says

| read this because Chevy Chase was one of the founding members of SNL and also an alum of my brother's
college, Haverford (though he didn't graduate due to getting kicked out for pulling so many pranks!). Chevy's
story is quite upsetting; it was difficult to read about the mental and physical abuse he endured as a child, but
it also sheds light on why his humor is so raw and sometimes chafing.

You aso realize how brilliant heis, as a comedian and an intellectual .

| enjoyed this book, but someone who is not afan of hiswork would probably find his story irrelevant.

Karla says

All thethings | learned about Chevy Chase were very interesting, but | haven't read anything so poorly-
written that actually got published in awhile. The author has no objectivity and consistently fawns over
Chase. Thisis expected in an authorized biography, but it was nauseating. Chase never made a mistake, if he
made a bad movie it was aways as a "favor”, things on set were only bad when Chevy didn't trust his
instincts. That might be true, but puh-leeze. The lack of humility (Chase) and the hero-worship of Fruchter
wasirritating. | mean, it was like listening to Ecker talk about Bobby Knight! (Ashley and Bev, that tidbit is
for you. Actually, | thought I'd loan the book to Mike since he's such abig Fletch fan.) The author has worse
transitions than |'ve read in high school compositions and is constantly repeating facts. The initial reason |
wanted to read it is because | read Kaffir Boy and Mark Mathabane wrote praises of Ned Chase, Chevy's
father, who was an editor and helped Mathabane publish his book about South African apartheid. When |
heard Chevy had been abused in childhood, | wondered if it was by his father, the editor. Turns out, it was
Chevy's mother and stepfather. Anyway, when | got past the bad writing, the story about Chevy was pretty
interesting.

Frederick says



I've only read the first few chapters of this authorized biography, but, inasmuch asit is authorized, thisis
Chevy Chase's announcement that he was seriously abused as a child. The opening pages are harrowing. It
has been said often that comedians have very sad lives, but Chevy Chase must have tremendous reserves of
inner strength to have survived the physical and psychological savagery inflicted upon him in his childhood.
A lot of people will ignore this book because they'll think it's just another showhbiz whitewash. From the
fraction I'veread | can see that this book will go off on some unnecessary tangents. But we have, for the first
time, a clue to the background of a man who, for two yearsin the mid-seventies, charmed a TV audience
tired of sitcoms and Johnny Carson. The funny faces he'd make behind Emily Littella's back were the sort of
faces Chevy Chase made as he was growing up, when he wanted laughter to chase away the enforced misery
of his experience.

Pat says

Chase candidly reveals the hell that was his childhood with an abusive mother and ineffective father. His
journey is acompelling one, not new by all means, but a study in overcoming tough beginningsto eventual
peace of mind.

Patrick DiJusto says

according to this book, the people in Hollywood who don't like Chevy Chase just don't understand how
intelligent he is. And how he doesn't suffer fools easily. The people who think he'sincredibly arrogant,
simply don't understand how Superior he truly is to the average human being. The people who make fun of
the crappiness of some of his recent movies, don't know that Chevy offered helpful creative suggestions to
the director on how they could save the movie, but unfortunately no one listened to him.

| understand that the authorized biography of a person islikely to hide the subject's flaws. But this went
beyond biography into haigography - no one could be as flawless as Chevy Chaseisin this book.

Contrast this with the book live from New Y ork, the history of Saturday Night Live. In that book, Chevy is
the recurring villain popping up periodically to torment not just the First cast but subsequent casts until he
was banned from the show. While no one is probably that bad, the truth about Chevy Chase probably lies
midway between these two books.

Cassie says

| was surprised that | did not like this biography. The fault was not with Chevy Chase, but with the
biographer, Rena Fruchter. The writing was disorganized and repeated itself. | was also expecting more to be
said about Chevy Chase's depression and his recovery, but there were only afew sentences written about it.
It was also alittle out of date, mentioning nothing about his work on Community. | liked the information
about Chevy and his experiences, but the writing was areal obstacle in the way of getting through the book. |
would only read this book if you wanted to know more about Chevy and you could not get a copy of the
Biography Channel version.



Kitt-e-kat says

| grew up watching Chevy Chase, Steve Martin and Richard Pryor. All these comedians have created that
one classic movie favorite. Chevy's was National Lampoon's Family Vacation. Chevy started out having an
abusive childhood growing up by his mom and father(s). His mother battled mental problems and didn't
know how to disciplined her kids properly without being abusive to them. By the trauma Chevy dealt with
growing up, | am surprised he didn't grow up getting more involved into drugs and alcohol later onin life.
He did dabble at that stuff but really didn't get into it hardcore like Belushi. He gets into dittle bit about his
drug use but not in full detail. He also gets into every movies he's done and how they al didn't succeeded a
hit at the box office. His book isinteresting to read from beginning to amost the end. At the end he rambles
on about politics and "Bush Bashing" so | got turned off and bored immediately. I'm not into politics and feel
everyone has their freedom to speak their mind but | don't want to pay $25.00 for a book for talking about
politicswhen | can turn on the news for free. So other than that, | still think National Lampoon's Family
Vacation & The Jerk rules and | will aways watch them over and over again.

Susan says

A look at the life of Chevy Chase. Although not written by Chevy Chase himself, he provides alot of content
for the book. Beginning with his childhood this book bringsto light alot of knowledge that is unknown
about the actor, how he thinks and processes and what he believes and perceives his career to be.

A deep thinker, with avery political mind and friends from different walks of life give this book alife of its
own. Y ou continue to read to find out what is going to happen, even though it has already happened.

Scott says

Interesting, but ultimately slightly disappointing biography of the funny man most often associated with
early Saturday Night Live, the Vacation movies, and Caddyshack. The biographical revelations are truly
fascinating, and explain his comedic style. However, the writing style for the book is quite flat and lifeless --
there was no "flow" and at timesit merely felt like alitany of facts and figures and less a portrayal of
Chevy'slife and influences. I'd recommend this to die-hard SNL fans|ooking for Chevy's version of the first
season, but otherwise it was something of a disappointment.

M elissa says

I've heard that Chevy Chase could be areal asshole. | read in "Live from New Y ork" about some of his
behavior when he was there to host, so | was appalled. They say thiswas before he went into rehab,
whatever. "I'm Chevy Chase and Y ou're Not" was written by a serious fan who doesn't really say anything
bad about Chase. She delves into his abusive childhood and skims over bad things he may have done. Better
than if Goldman had written it, but not 'the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth.' Thisisarealy
biased account.



Beverly Zearley says

| enjoyed learning more about Chevy Chase. | didn't realize he had such a sad childhood. | found it hard at
times to stay focused in this book, there was alot of disorganization, not areal good biography for such a
funny guy!! But | have alist of movies hewasin that | want to seethat | haven't!

Jessa Callaver says

The writing was somewhat unorthodox which isn't in itself a bad thing but made for a somewhat disjointed
read. That said, Chevy's story is an interesting one regardless of the structure of Fruchter's presentation.
Ultimately, | like the subject matter more than | liked the book and that hasn't changed.

Trav Rockwell says

| love Chevy Chase so thiswas a must read. Abused as a child describing horrible beatings he received off
his mother and step father growing up, then to become one of the greatest comedians in the business. Al
credit to Chevy, agood read if your afan. Wasn't afan of Rena Fruchter writing however.

Clare Bear says

Some funny Fletch quotes:

Gail Stanwyck: What are you doing here?

Fletch: | ordered some lunch.

Gail Stanwyck: Y ou ordered it here?

Fletch: Well, | knew this is where my mouth would be.

Alan Stanwyck: You'll be wearing rubber gloves. Do you own rubber gloves?
Fletch: I rent 'em. | have alease with an option to buy.

KKK Leader: Folks ain't home. Cross won't burn. Hell, it ain't like it used to be.

Doorman: Name?

Fletch: Ah...Irwin M Fletcher. Irwin Mahatma Fletcher.
Doorman: Address?

Fletch: 7.

Jimmy Lee Farnsworth: Erwin, admit that you are asinner.
Fletch: Uh. Wdll, I've sinned. | didn't take any Polaroids or anything. But, yeah, |'ve sinned.
Jimmy Lee Farnsworth: The Lord forgives yal



Fletch: Thank you. Thank you very much. Thank you. Thank you. Amen. What? Other sins? Uh, | parked in
a handicap spot on my way up here. Actually, on ahandicap person. | told him I'd be back in five minutes, so

that's not such a big deal.

ahhhh, killing myself here...he he




