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After hislover is executed for the simple crime of being a commoner, Xeras, ayoung nobleman of Tirrin,
turns his back on hislife of privilege and flees into the wilderness. Weighed down with grief, exhaustion and
hunger, Xeras awakens from one confusing night in the forest with the ghostly voice of hislover in his
headand the embryo of a dragon implanted in his side. When Xeras encounters Carly, the charming Duke of
Ballots Keep, heisfar from ready to fall in love again. Still grieving, and angry about the predicament into
which hes been forced, Xeras accepts an opportunity to go after the dragons who have been making life
difficult for the people of the local towns. But there is sinister magic behind the machinations of the dragons,
magic that emanates from X erass distant homeisland of Tirrin. Magic that puts the lives of both Carly and
the tiny infant dragon in danger. Xeras finds that he cant turn his back on either of them. For their sake he
must face down his own countrymen and somehow thwart the Tirrin mages evil plans. Warning, thistitle
contains the following: Some M/M sex, some dragons, even some sex with dragons.
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Suuanda says

| hesitated before writing this review, because | don't really like to flame new struggling authors (and authors
who write dlash), but | think people need to be sure of what they buy, after all.

So I'll say it al depends on what you're after. If you thought "cool ! Dragons and slashy smex!" well, I'm
sorry to disappoint you, but it's not that kind of literature.

I, for one, was more interested in the dragons and their relationships with the humans (more than the slash
itself), but alasit was not at all was | was hoping for.

Let's start with the opening chapter... I'm really confused by the author's choice of starting point. | know you
don't *have* to start at the beginning, but sometimes it helps to be traditionnal. | thought that X eras was
badly introduced, and Drin only appears as a ghost or a hallucination who likes to make snarky comments. |
was really confused by thisfirst chapter, and | think the story would have gained alot from 5 more chapters,
even as a prologue or some background story.

Then, there's the dragon thing. | was not impressed by them at all. | mean, Xeras already is somewhat
annoying as main characters go, but the dragons aren't even fascinating or mysterious.. Not anything I'd care
to read more about.

Thefirst half of the book is greatly boring (and damn, this book is only 200 pages!) at best. The most
interesting character is Carly, and we barely see anything of him. The second half has alittle more action,
and | was waiting for the 'dragon get' to well... get there. But the main character is so removed from human
(or otherwise) emotions that even the birth of the baby dragon did nothing for me.

It's really frustrating because | feel like this book had the potential to be a good one, but somehow the author
made aterrible job of it, and | absolutely don't care enough to buy the second book and learn what happens.
Too bad. (show less)

LD Durham says

Interesting story. | was impressed with its complexity and the very real world Veinglory created. Xerasisa
fun character to follow around, even during his darkest and most painful moments. Veinglory has an
awesome gift for dry sarcasm and wit and she really getsto showcase that gift here.

The dragons were mighty and well utilized. The romance was sweet and hard at the sametime. The
adventure was believable and intriguing.

My only quibbleisthat the story just stopped. It didn't end, it stopped. I'm greedy. When | enjoy a character
and hisworld, | have to be gently weened off him or her. Being dumped out of the story, running face first
into "The End" leaves me grumpy. Luckily, thisis merely book onein a series. Also, Veinglory has another
dragon book | shall be snatching up shortly. So, | think I will quickly replace my grumpiness with
enthusiasm once more.




Teresa says

3.5 stars. Thiswas definitely more fantasy than romance. | liked the characters, although Xeras was a bit of a
downer. It ended with acliffhanger and | may or may not read the next book.

Nene says

Well, thiswas a 3 star read for me until the very end, but | liked the last bit so much that | bumped it up to 4
stars. The problem for me was that Xeras just seemed flat. But then | wonder if he wasn't kinda supposed to?
| dunno, but it made it really hard to connect with him as a character, which in turn made it really hard to
connect to the story. It also took abit to figure out who Drin was, and that whole scenario was never really
explained to my satisfaction.

But the dragon bits were interesting, and the whole m-preg aspect of it wasreally pretty minor and not really
m-preg at al, at least not the way | think about it. So this would be a good book for someone who wanted to
dip their toes into that genre.

Anne Barwell says

Interesting story, and idea, but | had trouble connecting to the main character Xeras.

AE says

I'm severely annoyed that by the end the promise of the book (it's romance and father of a baby dragon
premise) is not really fulfilled. | understand a slowburn. | like those, but thisis like, blatantly ignoring the
romance, and the baby dragon part? Y eah, by the end, | wanted to call Social Services and remove the baby
from the hostile environment.

No cute. No developing feelings (for dragon or Carly). No real romance.

Y et, | finished the book, so something must be there despite the ending failure.

Sigh. | need a break from angsty gay men.

Cynicaltomboy says

The writing quality was fairly good. However, it just went on and on and on. | like a believable plot scenario
where the character's plans only sometimes work out, but this character kept screwing up over and over
again. And then every other character reminded him constantly that his plans sucked and he should listen to
other people. | like it when a character works through their weaknesses, but this was just depressing. It
seemed every decision was not just a bad one, but catastrophic. Not aton of world building, and alot of



repetitive, lengthy, and boring dialoge between the protagonist and his dead lover. Overall, it was ok.

Chalice says

Positives-

Interesting plot

Lots of wry, snarky humor

Nice world building

Characters different enough to be interesting

Negatives -
Not enough hotness to fill athimble! Argh!
Cliffhanger!

Thiswas a4 star Fantasy novel mixed with a 1 star Harlequin Blush. Interesting, frustrating, and
disappointing.

Don Bradshaw says

This book was plain fun to read. Xeras,a highborn,leaves his ancestral home after hislover, acommoner,is
put to death for falling in love with a highborn. Xeras struggles his way overland not really going any where
in particular. He takes to a cave for the night that isinhabited by a dragon and without the graphic details,
wakes to find his clothes shredded and himself impregnated with adragon's egg in his side. The famale
dragon long gone, the great Rock Dragon explains things to a slightly repulse Xeras. Xeras comes upon a
small barony with arather hunky young baron,Carly, whih is being plauged by a dragon. Xeras, in his
nonchalant manner,lets his voice rip and the dragon flies off. Carly has his eyes set on Xeras but what will
happen when he finds Xeras has hatched a dragonet and is of high noble birth? Pick up the book and find out
in thisfirst installment of the Ballots Keep series.

Ayanna says

It was interesting/weird and crispy, but then it got pulpy...

Melodrama, melodrama, melodrama. Some good moments between the melodrama. Some interesting
concepts explored, ish.

It wasn't bad. Not quality lit by any stretch of imagination, but not bad.
Drin was arather interesting character and gave this book a bit more depth, | think.
The ending scene. It was...kind of pathetic. Series fodder.

But as | said, not bad overall and nonesuch.



| guessit'sa"meh." It was still good.

Ajumi says

First Half: 5
Second Half: 3
End: 1

Juxian says

The author has a unique ability to drain any and every emotion out of the story. Made me wonder if the main
character is psychotic or something, with the way he is so blasé about everything.

Bookwatcher says

Can a bitter protagonist win thereadersheart?

Ohyes... | would say YES! Xeras can doit!

Theplot

Xerasisrunning from his origins, past and.. himself. He don't want to think about hislife, hislost, his...
desperation.

In afantasy land, where magic and dragons are present Xeras will have to deal with both... in hisangry and
sad way.

Heisthe only narrator, so don't read it if you want a happy and cheerful voice.
And BTW don't read it even if you want aromance. It's a fantasy, with a possibility of romance. | will not
say more, or could spoil the story.

The book qualities are many. | will mentioned what | liked most.
First of all, Xeras. Heisangry, sad and heis surprising funny.

"Xeras nudged the horse's sides tentatively with his feet. Its skin twitched like some fly was
bothering it. Xerastried again, more firmly, but to no great effect.

"Doit like a man, for God's sake" Durrin hissed.

"I don't think this horse wants to go anywhere", Xeras observed.

"You are the one in charge", Phinia said.

"I don't really want to go anywhere either," Xeras added, quietly pleased the horse didn't seem
to agree with her assessment.



Second | like the dragons. The magic surrounding them, the dragon fights, their violence. Don't read it if you
want nice and cute dragons... they are violent, and alot of people/animals will be hurt by them. | wish there
would be more, but | like what | read about them.

And third, | adored the fact it's a"strict" fantasy book. No romance, not cute and fluffy things... it'san
adventure, Xeraswill be hurt aLOT, and many things will happen, do make him learn life can be always
worst than is already. Sooo sad... read to know what I'm talking about!

But unfortunately the book qualities weren't enough to make me give my 5 stars rating.

My BIGGEST problem was the annoying and asshole (hey can | use thisword?) ghost . | didn't like him, and
unfortunately | was hoping he would disapear and let Xeras go on. | reeeececeececeeeeeeeedlly hate Drin,
the ghost .

I think this book waste awonderful possibility to be the best fantasy | ever read. The characters are great (but
the ghost... damn | hate him), the dragons are cool, the land is well described, the magic is perfect... but.. it's
too much info, for too little time. Evenif | was satisfied with the fantasy land description, | was always
wishing there would be more... and also about the main characters. Xeras could talk/think less with the damn
ghost, and be more "alive" interacting with amazing characters like Carly.

Unfortunately like many m-preg stories the man pregnancy was completely ignored and is more like alittle,
almost insignificant, part of it. | wonder why it wasin this story... (view spoiler)

Last remark the book end with a cliffhanger, so of course | already got the second, and will read it! SO yes,
evenif | had some problems, | want to read more, and know how things will go on...

will Drin get alive ... errrr... death and get the hell away from the human world? | hope so!
will Xeras|earn how to control his dragon?

will Carly and Xeras be acouple? | think it's almost impossible...

Oneislight, other night,

oneisthe sun, the other the moon,

oneis... anorma human and the other... the father of dragons.

3stars

Elisa Rolle says

As always Emily Veinglory surprises me... and as aways it's a good surprise.

Father of Dragonsis not the usual fantasy gay romance. Even if the main character is a high born man who
loves man, sex is not the mainly aspect of thisnovel. And though I like my sex scenes, | don't find any lack
in this romance. It has enthralled me from the very first page and Xerasis one of the best character | have
found lately.

Xerasisaman born in aweathy and noble family. He has made the error to fall in love with a commoner,
and law forbid that (notice, it's not a crime he has fallen in love with aman, the crimeisthat the manisa
commoner); his family resolves the matter killing hislover Drin. And Xeras choses to exiliate himself from
his country. He starts ajourney in unknown terrain with the only company of his lover's ghost. But during



one of these adventures he meets a dragon female, Plegura, and after a night spent with her (and don't ask
nothing | will not tell nothing!), he awakes pregnant of the dragon's child. He has been chosen to be Father of
Dragons, and after the initia refusal, he beginsto care for thislittle moster he bears inside him. After all Drin
has always wanted children!

And as every right damsel in distress he aso find aduke for himself, Carly. Carly is an handsome man and
very very interested in Xeras, but what will he say when he will know about the little monster? and in this
case, thelittle monster is not atender definition for a spailt child...

Father of Dragonsis absolutely awonderful reading. It has everything, humor, adventure, love. | can't put
down this book until | have finished it and it has satisfied every expectation | have for.

Xerasisafatalist man. He accepts everything happens to him and knows as to open his heart to new love and
lovers. Heis not a perfect and invincible knight in shining armour. He fails and suffers but everytime he
stands up again.

Carly can be the prince charming of the story, but heis not Xeras' saviour. He borrows his strenght to Xeras,
but his strenght laysin giving to Xeras areason to live, like does the little monster, the unwanted but so
cherished dragons child. All the story is about Xeras and his journey, and maybe alittle about the dragons
child. And maybe, in the end, is not Xeras the damsel in distress, but Carly!

I hope that Samhain Publishing will think to print this book, cause | sure want it for my library!

http://www.amazon.com/dp/1599988046/7...

Camilla says

Thisis hard to review.. Because | liked the story, except the ending and one of the main charcters..
But other than that? Pretty good..

Its about Xeras, afugitive from his homeland, who meets a dragon, gets pregnant (without him knowing) by
it. He has his former lover, who is now dead, talking to him in his mind, guiding him along the way ..

He meets aduke, Carly, at one point. And kinda falls for him. But Xeras knowsthat if hereally fallsin love
with Carly, Drin, hisformer lover, will disapear from his mind.. So he's confused..

The worst thing about this book? Drin! Oh God.. | hated him.. Which makes me a bitch, because Drin
wanted the best for Xeras, but why not just let him go for Gods sake? Why stay around, so he cant forget
you, yafeel me? Ok yes, | have athing with past loversin stories.. | really dont like them having a big part.
Especially not parts like this, where the main character cant forget aformer lover.. Hate those kind of
stories.. And that should be hate with a capital H.. Just sayin..

Theending.. Well, | dont really care that it didnt have an ending, alot of books dont when thereis a sequal.
But | hatethat | dont really want to read the 2nd book.. | dont want to sit through awhole book where Drinis



around.. And | made the mistake of reading areview of the 2nd book, where it said what a big part Drin
played.. so.. yeah.. Dont really wannaread it now..

| did like Xeras and Carly, and | would really like to read their HEA though.. But with Drin there too? No,
thank you..

The story itself was very interesting. Definitely different from any other plotlines I've read.. Its not the
hottest book, so if thats what you're after, thisis not it. But just an interesting, exciting plotline, with ghosts,
dragons and magic..




