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From Reader Review Dork in Disguise for online ebook

Diego Herrera says

this book is about a kid named jerry and he is a genius and he's going to a new school but he wants to be cool
.

Widad Hussein says

This book, Dork in Disguise was really fun to read. Even though its lexile level is 510, this is definitely a
book for upper elementary kids between 3-5th grade. The main characters are Jerry and his friend Brenda.
The setting takes place between his school and home. This is a 4rd point of view, from the reader's view.
This book is about 6th grade Jerry who is seen as a nerdy dork. When his family decided to move, Jerry took
the opportunity to disguise himself as someone cool so he can fit in at his new school. In the beginning, his
disguise didn't work too well until he met this girl Brenda who helped him. Jerry knew who the popular boys
were and who the pretty girls were so he tried different ways to impress them. Brenda helped him by making
rips in his jeans, teaches him how to strut, and more. However, as he does his, he realizes that he has to make
up lies to cover up some of his identity. He was having a hard time balancing his cool image and his real
image. At times the lies were too much. He kept going at it especially because he wanted to impress one of
the girls he liked. Throughout the story, we see how image he was trying to portray eventually works with
the girl and the guys as well. But he's starting to realize that he misses being himself. Jerry loves science and
being smart so for him to keep that at a limit was hard. When he was with Brenda, he would always have a
great time especially because she knew the real him. But with the cool people, not so much. In the end, he
realized that going through all this trouble was not worth it and then he developed feelings for Brenda. He
left the cool people behind and joined hi real friends who he got along with really well.

The main ideas are to never lie and be happy with who you are. In this book, we saw how Jerry was
struggling keeping all the lies together. This is a lesson not to do that because it can backfire on us. The other
main idea, to be happy with who are, is really the overall theme. As kids grow up, they want to fit in where
people find them cool and acceptable. But by doing so, you're not happy with the things you have to do.
Staying true to who you are is honestly the best part. It's for these reasons that I would recommend this book
because for kids who are struggling with fitting in, they can learn a lot from this book. They will see that
there's no reason to change who you are and to be proud.

I thought this was a really great book because it shows realistic parts that many go through. The wits, humor,
and identity is what makes this book great.

Always be proud of who you are.

Riley says

I like this book because it is funny and halarius. It is about a boy who wants to be cool for once with help of
a friend named Brenda. He tries to not show how smart he is to the "cool kids" or loose his cool with them.
later in the book, he realizes that he has hurt his friend on ditching her. He realizes that Friendship is better



than anything.

The thing I like what the author did in the story was when Jerry (the main character) was trying to teach his
dog, sassy, to go fetch the newspaper for his dad.
The thing I did not like what the author did was when Jerry kept on ditching his friend for the cool kids.

The reason I gave it 4 stars was because there was times when it got kinda boring. But it is still a good book.

Dalton Hunt says

is ok

Sara says

Cute- reminded me of the 6th grade version of that 80s flick "Some Kind of Wonderful"

Lauren Kramer says

An underdog story that keeps you smiling. Jerry Flask has recently moved and has decided that this year for
school he is going to be "cool." Previously knowing that he was a dork in his old school, Jerry does all of his
research and observations on what it means to be cool, and he pulls it off. Jerry starts stumbling in the
beginning of the school year, trying to remember everything that would make him look cool. Eventually,
however, Jerry actually does get the cool kids at his school to take a look at him and become a part of their
group. Because of this, he has trouble in playing his part and still wanting to be the dork that is inside him.

Jerry's character can relate to many young adults, in trying to be cool at some point or another. At that age,
popularity is everything. What Jerry comes to realize, however, is that trying to fit in is a lot of work.
Instead, being true to himself pays off and gives him true happiness and joy.

What gives Jerry his troubles is that he lies about things to make him sound cool. Lie after lie he continues,
and eventually it becomes too much. Jerry also has to uphold two identities during the year; one as being
cool while he is at school and one while he is at home. In balancing his life with multiple things to
remember, Jerry has trouble handling it all.

I gave this book a 3 out of 5 because I felt like the story was well overtold and I could almost see what was
going to happen. However, it was funny and quirky. It was a quick and enjoyable read.

Mackenzy says

The title of my book is Dork in disguise and it has #176 pages. The author is Carol Gorman and the genre is
realistic fiction.



Jerry Flack just wants to be a cool kid and he just moved to a new school for a new beginning. He normally
wears glasses but does not want to ruin his reputation. The first person that he met at his new school was
Brenda. She was not a cool kid but she was nice and didn’t care how cool he was. The cool kids were
Cinnamon, Robbin, Gabe, Tony and Craig. Jerry’s locker mate was Craig. Craig and Tony got in trouble on
the first day for tearing up the classroom. In this book many events happened with Brenda and Jerry trying to
make Jerry cool like ripping holes in his jeans. Jerry also likes Cinnamon. He tells a lot of lies like he writes
music and rollerblades. Jerry also had to write a love song for Cinnamon. Jerry eventually ended up doing
both of these things but not very good. Cinnamon kinda liked him but not very much. He went to the Fall
Carnival with Cinnamon. He also built a hovercraft. He joined the science team and they won the
championship. In the end being cool to Jerry was not a big deal and he and Brenda got together more.

I liked this book because it has a lesson about be who you want to be.

Becky says

Ay yi yi... This was cringingly awkward. I guess for middle-schoolers, this might be a good lesson in
learning to be yourself and recognizing good people from shitty shallow people, but man... it was so painful
to read because I just wanted to shake some sense into the main character the entire time.

It wasn't poorly written or anything, though the dialogue could use some work, and it was clear as day where
it was going (though with a title like that, you don't need to be Sherlock Holmes to figure out what will
happen).

Anyway, it was OK. This is the kind of book I would really have liked when I was 7 or 8.

Darnia says

Received from the NetGalley in return of the honest review

Being cool is everything, especially for nowadays pre-teen. And the cool thing usually identic with the
Beautiful People and sports. Maturity, in the other hand, think that smart person is the cool one. Those are
this book told about. Jerry Flack didn't want to get a "dork" mark in his new school, so he pretended that he
was a cool ones. He hide his cleverness, his glasses and learnt to act like cool people (based on the cool
magazine). He also had crush with Cinnamon O'Brien, the prettiest girl in sixth grader, it means that he had
to competed with Gabe Marshall, the most popular lad in school. With the help of Brenda, Jerry tried very
hard to be a dork in disguise.

From the first read, I already guessed how this story will end. And it has strong message, especially for the
young readers. That being yourself is everything. We don't have to push ourself for being someone that we
didn't like it, just for being in popular group.

My fave character in this book is Tony. I have no particular reason, but I think he was cool in his way (and
he proved that he didn't brain-dead :D). And Cinnamon was an annoying character, pretty but has no brain.

So what if she said aspiration instead of inspiration? At least she hadn't said prespiration!



Ugh!

Note: the good thing of this ebook, Open Road Media also provided the first three chapters from Dork on
The Run, the sequel of this book.

Jennifer Robb says

Cute middle school book about a boy who tries to reinvent his image into someone cool and struggles with
how to keep up with his interests (science and other things he fears the cool kids will think are dorky) while
still appearing cool to the girl whose looks he admires. In the end, he discovers he has more fun with the
people who share his interests than he does with those he needs to pretend with.

I liked that the main character stood up for the girl who had first befriended him when the popular girl called
her a nerd. I also like that the author shows that it's hard to keep track of the lies you have to tell when you
try to be someone you're not, and that being true to yourself doesn't necessarily mean you'll end up alone.

I don't like that the main character told so many lies to appear cool. I don't like that the cool girl was using
the main character to make another guy jealous--at the same time leading on the main character to think that
they might have something together--though it could be that the main character was just too besotted or too
naive to see the writing on the wall.

I like that in the end, the main character shocked the cool kids by choosing to hang out with the smart kids.

Devin D. says

Dork! What would you do if every day of your life you would hear that word? Well Jerry the main character
makes a plan when he goes to a new school, to be a cool guy. Carol Gorman did an outstanding job on his
book Dork in Disguise. He has been studying up for the first day of school reading magazines, watching
music videos, and even reading web pages. His problem is he is a dork and he can't change that. On the first
day of school he meets the love of his life the most popular girl Cinnamon but at the same time he makes the
dorkiest friend Brenda. One of them figures out his secret but whom?
Gabe the most popular kid and Jerry try to impress Cinnamon every chance they get. Brenda sees how smart
Jerry is and persuades him to join the science team. At the finals, Cinnamon figures out what he truly is. That
is a dork. This book is realistic fiction because every day people try to change themselves by their
personality or appearance. At the end though Cinnamon was just using Jerry to make Gabe jealous. The thing
is Jerry didn't care he truly loves someone else and that someone is Brenda.

Kristine Kouba says

Plot Summary - Jerry Flack is the new kid in town. At his old school, he was considered a dork, but at his
new school, he wants to be cool. He has spent a lot of time studying magazines, TV shows, gelling his hair
and trying to be cool. At his new school, he knows he needs to be on guard at all times and not give away his
cool guy disguise. He knows he needs to talk cool, dress cool, look cool and talk to cool people. He tries to



get attention from Cinnamon, a popular girl. Brenda introduces herself to Jerry the first day, she isn’t
popular, and she says she can tell Jerry is pretending to be cool.. she says her and her friends will help him
become cool. Jerry writes a song for Cinnamon, she starts to like him, but when she calls Brenda a nerd
towards the end of the story, Jerry decides he doesn’t want to be friends with the popular kids anymore...

Main characters – Jerry Flack – used to be a dork in his old school, is at a new school now. Isn’t wearing his
glasses because he doesn’t want to look like a dork. Watches what he says and wears. He sees Gabe, the
popular boy, and how Gabe makes rude/sarcastic jokes to get attention. Rips jeans to look cool, tries to walk
differently to look cool, tries to make it sound like he’s a good at roller skating, but he’s not good, makes
sports references in attempt to look cool. In class, he said “I don’t know” to answers he did know. Craig
shares a locker with him – Craig is a trouble maker, but calls Jerry cool. Wanted to participate on the science
team in secret because it was what he liked, but didn’t want the cool kids to find out.

Main issues – popularity, self-esteem, friendships, science

Other interesting information - if you liked this book by Carol Gorman, you might enjoy other books by her,
such as: Dork on the Run, Stumptown Kid, and Games

Arch says

I liked this book, because it has a strong message in it.

This book is about a dork named Jerry. He and his family moved to a new city and he started a new school.
Because, of him being called a dork at his old school, he didn't want to be labeled as a dork at his new
school, so he wanted to change his image. He wanted to become a cool dude. He even went as far as to
taking off his glasses and walking around in danger field b.k.a. can't hardly see.

On his first day of school, he was called out by a fellow dork named Brenda. She lets him know that she
knew he was a fellow dork. Brenda's a very sweet girl and very helpful. She helps Jerry fit in with the cool
kids and no matter what, she stayed true to herself and stayed friends with Jerry. Jerry needed a person like
her in his life. He needed to see that just because you are a dork, it doesn't mean you aren't cool and in
Brenda's circle, she was cool. Jerry needed to be true to himself as well and not try to be someone he wasn't.

Jerry wanted to impress the coolest girl in school - Cinnamon. He does some stupid things to get her
attention.

Cinnamon had another 6th grader that liked her as well. His name is Gabe. He was suppose to be the coolest
guy. Cinnamon thought so. For some reason, he appeared to be older to me. He just seem like one of those
guys that failed a couple of time. But, he was in the right grade.

I love the lesson that this book taught and the lesson that Jerry learned. It's easier being yourself, then
pretending to be someone that you are not.

This is a cute, fast pace book.



Joy Sallegue says

Originally posted on The Bookshelf Intruder:

 Dork in Disguise  is for the dorks, geeks, and nerds in all of us. But really, what's the difference?

According to HelloGiggles:

Geek (n.)- Someone who spends a lot of time and energy in a certain area, not necessarily
computers or technology; An outwardly normal person who has taken the time to learn
technical skills. They are generally not athletic and enjoy video games, comic books, being on
the internet, etc.

Nerd (n.)- A socially awkward person who has learned technical skills due to the spare time
they enjoy from being generally neglected; one whose IQ exceeds his weight.

Dork (n.)- Someone who has odd interests and is often silly at times. A dork is also someone
who can be themselves and not care what anyone thinks. Dorks are typically more noted for
their quirky personality.

In short:
 Geek- Smart but not awkward
 Nerd- Smart and awkward
 Dork- Smart in less useful areas, awkward but proud regardless

If I'm going to be technical about this, I can tell you that Jerry is not a dork. He's more like a nerd - smart and
awkward. But these terms are used interchangeably nowadays so I'm okay either way.

Jerry is good at every subject in school, especially science (he even makes his own experiments) but he
attempts to hide this for fear of embarrassment and rejection. He wants to be a cool guy with a swagger, a
happy-go-lucky attitude, and rollerblading skills.

As he attempts to be cool, Jerry does things that are super stupid for me like not wearing his glasses even
though he's nearsighted. As someone who has poor vision like Jerry, this felt like torture for me. I mean,
eyeglasses are worn for vision, not fashion. And then he tries to act stupid by not answering teachers'
questions even though he knows the answers. He plays dumb (Come on, who'd want to be dumb?!) and gets
himself in danger.

The worst thing about this though is the amount of lies he'd had to tell people just so he can pull off this cool
guy persona. This book reminded me a lot of The Secret Identity of Devon Delaney because of this.

This book had science, nerdy parts which I skipped but in general, I enjoyed it. It was a simple, quick read
and although the plot and its lessons were not completely new, it still worked. The humor, I think, was what
saved this book. Brenda, Jerry's friend, delivers most of the good lines. Like this:

Can you believe it? The guy's almost brain dead, and look at the attention he gets.



And since this is Middle Grade fiction, I didn't really expect anything that resembles romance so I was
surprised with the ending.

Over all, Dork in Disguise, both despite and because of its simplicity, is worth reading. Pick it up in between
your heavy, serious reads and you'll enjoy it.

Judy says

I hope this story line is obsolete, but if there are still young people who are afraid to be smart or who aren't in
the "in crowd," this book will speak to them. The protagonist is a boy who loves science but hates being a
nerd and wants to be "cool." He ultimately has to follow his heart and joins the science club, while at the
same time discovering that the cool kids are either shallow or mean. This is a staple for school and classroom
libraries.


